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Hauz Khas is the historical battleground where Timur defeated Mohammed Shah Tughlaq in 1398. One can find the remnants of an ancient college and Feroz Shah’s tomb here and on the east to a short distance the Moth ki Masjid –built in the finest Lodi style. Once an archetypal North Indian Village in the heart of Delhi’s urban sprawl, Hauz Khas is now a shopper’s paradise successfully marketing the concept of ‘ethnicity’ in every possible way. There are boutiques selling furniture, clothes, jewelry and art along with a smattering of restaurants that serve a variety of ‘authentic’ cuisine. One wanders down a quaint narrow alley experiencing all these ending up in a surprisingly well-kept sprawling monument. Hauz Khas was a large reservoir built by Allauddin Khilji that was once the water catchments for the city. This village is remarkable for both the ancient and charming ruins in the nearby compound looking down on a still, green tank, as well as for the modern and posh shopping complex, which has sprung up around here. The madarsa, tombs and mosque around it built by Feroz Shah Tuglaq still make for an exclusive and exciting experience. 

Hauz Khas Village 


The road south to the urban village of Hauz Khas is lined on both sides by ancient stone monuments, and the entire village is dotted with domed structures -- the tombs of minor Muslim royalty from the 14th to the 16th centuries. At the end of the road is the tomb of Firoz Shah Tughluq, who ruled Delhi in the 14th century. Hauz Khas means "Royal Tank," referring to the now-meager artificial lake visible from Firoz Shah's pillared tomb. The tank was actually built a century earlier by Allauddin Khilji as a water source for his nearby fort, then called Siri (the second city of Delhi). Back in the village, wander through the narrow lanes to experience a medley of old and new structures -- expensive shops and art galleries in a medieval warren. In the 1980s Hauz Khas was designated an upscale tourist destination, but (fortunately) the process of redevelopment was never completed, so some of the village character persists. After exploring, stop for a meal at one of the village's restaurants, particularly Park Balluchi (in the Deer Park), Naivedyam, or the Village Bistro. 

Views of the Hauz Khas monuments. Hauz Khas was a water source (tank) built to serve the people of Siri (the second city of Delhi). It was built by Alauddin Khalji (1296 - 1316). Later Firoz Shah Tughlaq (1351 - 88) restored the tank and built a madrasa (religious school) in the same complex. Firoz Shah's tomb forms part of this complex of monuments.
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History 

Alauddin Khilji(1296-1316) excavated a large tank here for the use of the inhabitants of Siri. Hauz Khas is the second city of medieval Delhi. It was originally known as Hauz-i-Alai after Khilji. Firuz Shah Tughlaq (1351-88) re-excavated the silted tank and raised several buildings on its southern and eastern banks which are known as Hauz-Khas or royal tank. the enclosure wall is partly modern. 

A building of historical importance within this enclosure is the tomb of Firuz Shah Tughlaq, which was repaired during the reign of Sikandar Lodhi in 1507 AD, as is evidenced from an inscription on the entrance. The multi-storeyed wings consisting of series of halls and chambers on the north and west of Firuz Shah's Tomb were built by him in about 1354 AD. to serve as a madrasa or college for theological training. Staircases lead down to the tank from the upper storey of the madrasa. At the northern extremity of the enclosure is a small mosque. One of the old entrances to the enclosure is from the west, now closed. The octagonal and square chhatris standing here were built as tombs over the graves possibly of teachers attached to the madrasa. 

Taimur, who invaded Delhi in 1399, was highly impressed by the tank and buildings around it, but wrongly ascribed its construction to Firuz Shah Tughlaq. (Source: Archaeological Survey of India) 

Hauz-I-Alai or the Hauz Khas pond
FACTS & FIGURES 
Built In AD 1295 
Built By Ala-ud-din Khilji
Location Delhi 
LIFELINE OF SIRI FORT 
The Hauz-I-Alai or the Hauz Khas pond is an important water work that was excavated by Sultan Ala-ud-din Khilji. It was built by Ala-ud-din to overcome the problem of water shortage faced by the people of his capital city of Siri. Although the pond went into disuse after the end of the Khilji dynasty, it again gained importance under Ferozshah Tughlaq. Ferozshah excavated the pond again and built a number of buildings near it, beautifying the entire area around this pond.

UTILITARIAN AND INDO-ISLAMIC STYLE
The Hauz-I-Alai is a piece of utilitarian architecture, which was built to collect and store rainwater for daily usage. The buildings around the pond, which were built by Ferozshah Tughlaq, belong to the Indo-Islamic style of architecture. 

[image: image21.png]


[image: image22.png]



HAUZ-I-ALAI
Sultan Ala-ud-din-Khilji (AD 1296-1316) belonged to the Khilji dynasty (AD 1290-1320), which ruled the Delhi Sultanate (AD 1191-1526). Ala-ud-din Khilji wan not only a strong monarch but also a great patron of architecture. He ascended the throne of the Delhi Sultanate in AD 1296 and started building the fort city of Siri. Siri served as the capital of Ala-ud-din Khilji and was the first city in Delhi to be built by the Muslim rulers of India. Ala-ud-din also began to put into shape his grand plans of beautifying the existing Qutab Minar complex. He added the Alai Darwaza, a magnificent gateway with inlaid marble decorations and latticed stone screens that displayed the remarkable artistry of the Turkish artisans who worked on it. He also planned to build the Alai Minar, which was conceived to be taller than the Qutab Minar; however, the construction of this tower was abandoned after the completion of the 24.5-m-high first story.

The reign of Ala-ud-din was marked by constant threats from the Mongols, who descended on the northern part of India in waves. In 1303, the Mongols under plundered Delhi and almost captured it. Meanwhile, Ala-ud-din Khilji was away from Delhi, busy with one of his military campaigns. Returning to Delhi from his Deccan campaign, Ala-ud-din Khilji decided to build a defensive fortress at Siri with strong fortified ramparts and impregnable bastions. It was Delhi's third fort. The construction of Siri Fort and the city within it began in AD 1304. The place he chose was a plain ground three miles to the northeast of Qutab Minar where forces attacking or defending Delhi used to camp. The fort of Siri was never attacked, but it was laid to waste by later rulers of Delhi who carted off whatever building material they could use for building their own forts. The only major surviving building of Siri is at Hauz Khas (a location in south Delhi) where Ala-ud-din built a vast 50-hectare reservoir called Hauz-I-Alai for the benefit of the people of Siri. It was a fateful moment when the king chose this site to build a tank that was so large that historian Sharfuddin Yazdi is supposed to have said that an arrow shot from one end would not reach the other. 

Close to Ala-ud-din's capital Siri Fort, the tank contained rainwater that supplied the people with water all round the year. However, with the death of Ala-ud-din in AD 1316, the Khilji dynasty came to an end a few years later and the city of Siri was abandoned. The magnificent pond, enclosed by masonry walls, had dried up and lay almost buried under wild growth and some cultivation. 

The history of Hauz-I-Alai does not end here, as it was discovered by Ferozshah Tughlaq (AD 1351-1388), one of the rulers of the Delhi Sultanate from the Tughlaq dynasty (AD 1321-1414). Ferozshah ascended the throne of the Delhi Sultanate in AD 1351. He was a pious, kindhearted ruler and a great builder. He constructed a number of works of public utility like roads, schools, canals, etc. Apart from extending the Tughlaq Empire, Ferozshah built in Delhi the fifth fortified city called Firozabad or Ferozshah Kotla. This capital city of the Tughlaqs was located in the northeastern part of present-day Delhi along the western bank of River Yamuna. The decision to build the capital city near the Yamuna was necessitated because of the scarcity of water faced in the earlier capital Tughlaqabad (located on the rocky terrain in the southeastern part of present-day Delhi).
The discovery of the abandoned pond made Ferozshah proud, as his kingdom was already facing a severe water crisis. Ferozshah is justified in feeling proud, for there was acute scarcity of water at that time, and it is on record that people used to sell water that was collected in the pond. The more enterprising ones dug wells within the pond area to draw water. Thus, assessing the needs of the people, Ferozshah got it excavated, cleaned and filled it with water once again. Hauz Khas at that time was known as Hauz-I-Alai. However, when Ferozshah built a magnificent college at one end, it became Hauz Khas. The irregular pond is enclosed by a boundary of stone and cement. 

IMPORTANT MONUMENTS NEAR HAUZ-I-ALAI
The pond of Hauz-I-Alai is the only surviving structure from the fort city of Siri. However, there are a couple of important monuments near this pond. The tomb of Ferozshah Tughlaq and the college building constructed by Ferozshah Tughlaq are two important monuments near the Hauz-I-Alai. It might have been a magnificent college building, but because of its ruinous state, it is difficult to tell the arrangement of the rooms. 

HOW TO REACH
Delhi is well connected by air, rail, and road with important centers of India. Travelers can reach Hauz Khas Pond in many ways. They can either take local buses from various points within the city to reach this monument, which is located in south Delhi, or, alternatively, they can hire auto-rickshaws and taxis for the purpose. One can take buses from important bus stations like the interstate bus termini at Kashmere Gate and Sarai Kale Khan to reach this monument.

Timeless Wonders – Love for Learning
Hauz Khas – the remains of a grand Muslim centre of learning, an ancient reservoir and the stately tomb of the great builder king, Firuz Shah Tughluq! This is indeed a unique historical site – not a palace or a sort, the usual architectural product of history, but an ancient college!
A narrow road, south of Green Park, Delhi, winds through the village of Hauz Khas where surprisingly commerce has come to settle in this dusty settlement, lining the road with boutiques and show-rooms advertising the tinsel world of glamour and glitter. Standing in stark contrast and cheek by jowl is the pre-eminent 600 year old monument of Hauz Khas, a symbol of man’s eternal quest for wisdom and learning.

As one walks through the gates of Hauz Khas – it is an experience how all at once the past overtakes. The stone structures, domes and tombs are sans ornamentation, embellishments and intricate art of the later Muslim period. Austere and plain and yet Hauz Khas has an impressive beauty of its own!

It was here that the third Khalji king – Ala-ud-Din excavation the larger water tank Hauz Khas, originally known as Hauzi-i-Alai. The deep, expensive reservoir flanked by steps – an example of the ingenious water storage system- has now gone dry. This was the pond that stored water for the inhabitants of Siri, the third of the seven cities of Delhi, which king Ala-ud-Din had founded in 1303.

The wheel of history turns on forever. The Khalji rule ended with the murder of Ala-ud-Din’s third son, Qutub-ud-Din Mubarak Khan. The Tughlaqs came to power.

The third Tughlaq king, Firuz Shah, a noted conservator and builder of mosques, hunting lodges and the founder of the sixth city of Delhi, Firuzabad, now known as Kotla Firoz Shah, is said to have desilted Hauz Khas Hauz Khas and also repaired it.

Here along the south-eastern banks of the tank, Firuz Shah raised a row of “L” shaped double-storeyed halls and chambers in about 1352 which was the Madarsa i.e. college for religious learning. The chambers of this college have balconied windows, deep niches probably for storing books and stairways leading down to the water tank. At the northern end stands a mosque.

Like the Khalji kings, the Tughlaqs too were patrons of art and learning so that scholars, artists, architects and craftsmen from Western and Central Asia flocked to the court of Delhi which became a centre of scholarship in the 14th century.

Firuz Shah, himself an author, showed great zeal for the cause of education by establishing over a thousand schools and colleges. The famous historian of the time Zia-ud-Din Barni had noted. “The capital of Delhi, by the present of these unrivalled men of great talents had become the envy of Bagdad, the rival of Cairo and the equal of Constantinople. The Madarsa at Hauz Khas is a standing testimony of Sultan Firuz Shah’s love of learning.

And here at Hauz Khas at a most appropriate site, lies entombed in eternal sleep, in the centre of a rubble-built square chamber with a high dome, the learned king Firuz Shah. The ceiling of this mausoleum chamber is decorated with plaster work and inscriptions from the Quran. There are other graves inside this room, two of which belong to a son and grandson of Firuz Shah.

Scattered in the neighbourhood of Hauz Khas, the tank, are several grave – probably belonging to the teachers of the Madarsa. And dotting the green lawns are raised platforms with pillars topped with domes. Here scholars may have rested, meditated and discoursed amidst a setting that must have been ideal – with a cool breeze blowing in from the life-nourishing water rippling in Hauzi-i-Alai and peacocks, deer and monkeys co-existing in the green surroundings.
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