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HAZRAT NIZAMUDDIN AULIYAA DARGAH (NIZAMU'DIN)

Location: Nizamuddin, West of Mathura Road, Delhi
Built By: Muhammad Tuglaq
Re-Built In: 1562-63
Re-Built By: Faridu'n Khan

Just across the highway from Humayun's tomb is the shrine of a revered Sufi saint Hazrat Nizamuddin Auliyaa or Nizam-ud-Din. A settlement developed here during the saint's lifetime and the locality has since remained continuously inhabited. 

The shrine, or dargah, draws devotees from all over the Islamic world. Amir Khusrau, a poet and the saint's beloved disciple is also buried over here. This locality, known as the Nizamuddin 'Basti', is dotted with several monuments, most of which have been encroached upon. The area however, remains a fascinating place to explore, as it seems to belong to another century altogether.

Muhammad Tughluq built this tomb and to this day, the place is one of the sacred places of pilgrimage. The complex of the shrine also contains several tombs including the tomb of Shah Jahan's beautiful daughter, Jahan Ara Begum and of noted poet Mirza Ghalib. 

Legend Of Nizamuddin

Built on the way from Humayun's tomb, the premise of the shrine is a tank, which is surrounded by many other tombs. It is said that there was an argument between the rulers of Tughluqabad and the saint over building this tank. The saint had said that the city of Tughluqabad will never prosper and so did it happen. The tomb has been through several renovations ever since it was built. The present mausoleum dates back to 1562.

Every Thursday at around sunset an extravagant performance of qawwali singers takes place after the evening prayers. 

Shaikh Nizamu'd-Din was born at Budaun in 1236. He lost his father at the age of five and came to Delhi with his mother. Later he became the disciple of the famous saint Shaikh Farid Shakarganj, who appointed him as his successor. Both 'Ala-ud-Din Khalji and Muhammad Tughluq were devoted to him. 

He prophesied that Ghiyath-ud-Din Tughluq, who was then in Bengal, would never see Delhi again and his prophecy came true, as the Sultan died in a temporary structure some 6-km south of Delhi.

Hazrat Nizamu'd-Din died in 1325. His original tomb does not exist any longer. It was repaired and decorated by Feroze Shah Tughluq, but even the repaired building has disappeared. The present structure was built in 970 AH (1562-63) by Faridu'n Khan, a nobleman with a high rank, and has been added to or repaired later by several persons. 

It consists of a square chamber surrounded by verandahs, which are pierced by arched openings, while its roof is surmounted by a dome pringing from an octagonal drum. The dome is ornamented by vertical stripes of black marble and is crowned by a lotus-cresting. The area around the tomb is regarded as sacred, with the result that a large number of persons, including those from the royalty, lie buried here. 

Twice during the year, i.e. on the death anniversaries of Hazrat Nizamu'd-Din Auliya and Amir Khusraw, a fair ('urs) is held here, when the entire area comes to life with pilgrims congregating from all over India. 

Other Monuments In The Dargah

Jama'at- Khana Masjid

To the west of Hazrat Nizamu'd-Din's tomb lies the rectangular Jama 'at-Khana-Masjid, veneered with red sandstone. Consisting of three bays, each surmounted by a low dome, the central one higher, its arches are fringed with the 'lotus-bud' decoration, recalling the features of the 'Ala-i-Darwaza. 

The mosque was built in 1325 by Khizr Khan, son of 'Ala-ud-Din Khalji, and is the oldest building in this area. Khizr Khan was the hero of one of Amir Khusraw's love-poems.
Chini Ka Burj
On the western wall of the baoli, a mosque called Chini-ka-Burj, consists of three compartments, each with an arched opening. An inscription incised in plaster in a domed chamber on its roof is too fragmentary to be made out. The building was, however, apparently built in the Lodi times. 

The profuse decoration with coloured tiles and incised plaster on the interior of its upper chamber has given it its present name of Chini-ka-Burj, meaning a 'tower of tiles'. On the same side of the baoli stands a small marble pavilion with a vaulted roof and three arched entrances. It is known as Bai-Kodaldai's tomb, but who this lady was is not known.

Tomb Of Jahanara
To the south of Shaikh Nizamu'd-Din's tomb is situated the unroofed enclosure with perforated marble screens containing the grave of Jahanara, Shah Jahan's elder daughter. The hollow receptacle on the grave is filled with grass in accordance with the touching inscription on it, meaning "Let naught cover my grave save the green grass, for grass well suffices as a covering for the grave of the lowly". 

The tomb of Muhammad Shah (1719-48) also lies within a small enclosure similar to Jahanara's tomb. Mirza Jahangir, the eldest son of Akbar II (1806-37), also lies buried in an enclosure here.

Amir Khusraw's Tomb
South of the above-mentioned tombs is Amir Khusraw's tomb, which bears inscriptions of several dates. Amir Khusraw, the chief disciple of Shaikh Nizamu'd-Din Auliya, enjoyed the patronage of several rulers and was a celebrated saint and poet. 
Kali-Or Kalan-Masjid

On the eastern periphery of the village of Nizamuddin lies Kali Masjid or Kalan-Masjid, built by Khan-i-Jahan Junan Shah, prime minister of Feroze Shah Tughluq. It is one of the seven mosques reputed to have been built by him. Built of rubble stone, it is an extensive structure. 

Originally, its courtyard was partly covered and partly uncovered as in the Khirki-[image: image2.jpg]


Masjid. Its eastern doorway has an inscription mentioning that it was built in 772 AH (1370-71) by Kimam Shah Maqbul, entitled Khan-i-Jahan, son of Khan-i-Jahan.

Baoli
At the northern gate of the enclosure of the dargah is a large baoli (stepped well), which is considered sacred by the followers of the saint. It is said that the baoli was under construction at the same time when Ghiyath-ud-Din Tughluq was engaged in building Tughluqabad, and the latter had prohibited workmen to work elsewhere. 

They, however, worked for the saint at night and when the emperor forbade the sale of oil also, so that they could not work during the nights, they used the water of the baoli for oil, and it served the purpose equally well

http://www.shubhyatra.com/delhi/hazrat-nizamuddin-auliya-dargah.html
Hazrat Nizamuddin Auliyaa Dargah

Across the road from Humayun's tomb, the 'dargah' or shrine of revered Sufi saint Hazrat Nizamuddin Auliyaa has its devotees all over the Islamic world. A settlement has sprung up here known as 'Nizamuddin' for short. This shrine also houses the tomb of Amir Khusrau, a famous poet and the saint's beloved disciple. Encroachments plaque the shrine and the area itself seem to belong to another century. The shrine was built by Muhammad Tughluq and is one of the sacred places of pilgrimage. Other tombs situated in the complex of the shrine belong to Begum Jahan Ara, Shah Jahan's favorite daughter and Mirza Ghalib. Every Thursday, one can hear qawwalis here around sunset.

Shaikh Nizamu'd-Din was born at Budaun in 1236. He came to Delhi with his mother and became the disciple of the famous saint Shaikh Farid Shakarganj. The rulers such as Ala-ud-Din Khalji and Muhammad Tughluq were devoted to him. It is said that he had already prophesized beforehand that city of Tughluqabad could never prosper and that Ghiyath-ud-Din Tughluq, who was then in Bengal, would never see Delhi again. He died in 1325. The original tomb has been renovated many times and the present tomb was built in 1562. The area around the tomb is regarded as sacred. Twice every year, 'urs' is held to commemorate the death anniversaries of Hazrat Nizamu'd-Din Auliya and Amir Khusrau.

http://www.exploredelhi.com/places-of-worship/hazrat-nizamuddin-auliyaa-dargah.html
Walking the Mystic Alleys 

A short guide to the dargah Nizamuddin area at Delhi

Sadia Fatima
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You can easily miss this little mohalla if you are new to Delhi, even though it's in the heart of the city. The Dargah Hazrat Nizamuddin, as it's known today, was the quaint village called Ghayaspur when young Muhammad Nizamuddin migrated to Delhi from Badayun (in UP) in the early thirteenth century. It has survived the ravages of time to be one of the oldest continuously inhabited places in Delhi even if its neighbours - a flyover, a five-star hotel, a police station, and residential bungalows - obscure it today. 

One enters the dargah Nizamuddin area from New Delhi’s Mathura Road and finds a distinctly medieval ambience: labyrinthine alleys, crowds of beggars and street-vendors, bazaars with cheap eateries hawking kababs and other delicacies, people selling caps, rosaries, religious posters, and so on. One of the lanes on the left leads to the well-known Mughlai restaurant Dastarkhwan-e-Kareem. Further ahead is the modern building of the Ghalib Academy, established to honour the 19th century Urdu poet Mirza Ghalib. It has a well-stocked library and museum, and an adjoining compound where Ghalib is buried. 

As the road narrows, you meet flower-sellers who lovingly pester you to buy a tray of flowers, sweets, or a chadur (cloth) to offer at the dargahs of Nizamuddin Aulia and Amir Khusrau. Before entering the dargah premises, you have to remove your shoes and preferably cover your head. A medieval archway leads to a verandah that faces the tomb of Amir Khusrau, customarily visited first. Here you will find many claiming to be the Sajjadah-nashins (keepers) of the mausoleum, requesting money for their blessings. The maintenance and upkeep of the dargah, including a daily langar (community meal) for the poor is run with the help of alms and offerings here. 
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Much of the architecture here dates to the later medieval period. Amir Khusrau's domed marble tomb was constructed in 1605. Intricate filigreed screens (jali) wall the small room that has a tall tombstone constructed in 1496 by Mehdi Khwaja, a courtier of Emperor Babur. Originally in red sandstone, the jali is now covered with years and years of paint and whitewash. In the early twentieth century, Hasan Nizami, a keeper of the dargah, accidentally scratched the paint in one portion and discovered versified dates in Persian etched on the sandstone. An effort by the government to clean the jali at that time was curtailed by strong objections from the community. Devotees now tie colourful threads to this jali. Men and women can always be seen sitting around the jali either reading the Quran, or simply praying in silence. 

Opposite the opening of Amir Khusrau's tomb there is a heavy wooden door leading to the Hujra-e-Qadeem (literally, the ancient room). Usually locked, except for the exclusive sama' (qawwali) gatherings of the Sufis, this room is claimed to have been constructed in the thirteenth/fourteenth century. A wall outside this room has a calligraphed poem in praise of Nizamuddin Aulia composed by the Urdu poet Allama Iqbal. Saqqe, or water-sellers, with their leather mashaqs (water bags) pester you to pay for the drinking water offered to devotees. 

From here Nizamuddin Aulia's grave is about ten yards to the north. Between the two tombs are situated a few more graves. Jehanara, the daughter of Shah Jehan, and Emperor Mohammad Shah lie buried here. Nizamuddin Aulia's tomb is followed by a courtyard -- the arena for the qawwali performances, and is always full of devotees. Towards the west is the high sandstone wall of the Jamaat-Khana (prayer hall), supposedly constructed by Feroz Shah Tughlaq a few years after Nizamuddin Aulia's death.

Incidentally, the place where Nizamuddin Aulia's tomb is located is not where he established his khaneqah, or monastery. When he came to Delhi with his mother and sister, he had aspirations to become a qazi (judge) in the town. However, the spiritual world of Sufis, especially the Chishtia order, attracted him, and soon he joined Baba Fariduddin Ganj-e-Shakar's monastery in Ajodhan, Punjab (now in Pakistan). After spending a few years with Baba Farid, he was appointed his spiritual emissary for Delhi. Nizamuddin settled near the Yamuna, about a kilometer east of the present-day dargah, immediately behind Humayun's tomb. This is where he prayed, meditated, and met hundreds of people attracted to his spiritual message. More than seven hundred years later, that attraction still continues.

http://www.angelfire.com/sd/urdumedia/alley.html
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