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Mughal Garden 
Features of the Garden
The Mughal Garden covers an area of 13 acres and is divided into four parts.

Main Garden

Contiguous to the building this is the largest portion, the "piece de resistance". It measures 200 meters by 175 meters. On the North and South it is flanked by terrace gardens and to it's West are the tennis courts and the long garden. 
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Two channels running North to South and two running East to West divide this garden into a grid of squares. There are six lotus shaped fountains at the crossings of these channels. Wheresas the energetic fountains rising upto a height of 12 feet create soothing murmur that enthralls the visitor, the channels are so tranquil in their movement that they seem frozen. In the channels at appropriate times of day can be seen reflections of the imposing building and the proud flowers. There are wooden trays placed on stands in the centre of the channels where grain is put for the birds to feed upon.
There are two big lawns, the central one is a square with each side being 45 meters and the East lawn adjacent to the building, oblong in shape and about three fourth the size of Central lawn. The lawns are covered by 'Doob' grass which was originally brought from Belvedere Estate, Calcutta when they were initially laid. The entire turf of the lawn is removed once in a year before the monsoons, new top soil is spread and it takes three weeks for the grass to grow again. In the evenings Peacock with their consorts can be seen leisurely moving around. And once in a while a lapwing can be seen meditating oblivious of the surrounding splendour. Then there are Spotbiils (Resident ducks of Delhi Region) who have made a home of the channels and the garden. They are often seen enjoying a family picnic what with gardeneres in attendance with bread rmbs and choicest greens for their repast. And then there are parrots, mynahs, dovesm piegons who bath and bask with an ease of manner that evokes envy and admiration in all onlookers. Few lucky ones have also spotted birds like cormorant, jay or a transiting stork. 
This garden derives it's evergreen texture from Moulsri, Putranjiva Roxburgi, Cypress, Thuja Orientalis and China Orange trees, rose shrubs and a variety of climbers.
Moulsri or Bakul is a typically Indian tree. Planted in the square patches of lawns along the channels and on the periphery of the two main lawns, they are pruned to look like mushrooms. They provide character and depth to the garden. They flower in the months of May and June and their mild sweet fragrance saturates the surroundings. This tree has been mentioned in the 'Sangam' literature, in the plays of the great poet Kalidasa and more recently by Abul Fazl in Ain-in-Akbari. There is an interesting details of this tree in a play by Kalidasa. The tree about to bear flowers is compared to a pregnant woman who nurtures desires for unusual things. Thus during the budding period the tree was said to have a desire to be sprinkled with mouthfuls of liquor by a virtuous maiden. This privilege was reserved for the queens and the princesses and celebrated in a royal ceremony.
Cypresses line the pavement and give a touch of formality, by virtue of their unchanging, full, erect shape. Planted axially they provide a perspective of depth. China Oranges alternate with Cypresses, and provide a welcome break from monotony. Whereas Cypress symbolises death and afterlife the China Oranges change their appearance through various stages of growth from season to season, symbolising renewal and celebration of life.
Putranjiva Roxburgi are planted around the two gazebos located at the western ends of the two terrace gardens. Not more than a skeletal structure of stone beams these gazebos are unique by themselves and in combination with the shade of Putrnajiva Roxburgi create an inviting grove of peace and repose.
Thuja Orientalis, a coniferous tree ornately hemmed in squares of well chiselled hedges of Golden Duranta presents a marvellous spectacle. This combination is placed along the periphery of the main garden and marks the various intersections and terminations in the pattern.
The following evergreen fragrant shrubs and creepers are planted along the terrace walls:
1. Raat ki Rani 
2. Mogra
3. Motiya
4. Juhi
5. Bignenia Vanista(Golden Showers)
6. Gardenia
7. Rhyncospermum
8. Petrea 
9. Harshringar
10. Bougainvillea
11. Adenocalymma( Garlic Creeper)
12. Hedera Helix
13. Climbing Roses
14. Tecoma Grandiflora
15. The Rangoon Creeper.
Roses flower throughout the year. The prime bloom though is after they are pruned in October every year. Along with the evergreens mentioned so far, roses help in achieving the permanence in texture throughout the year.
The garden has more than 250 celebrated varieties of roses, which makes it one of the best Rose Gardens in the world. It has roses like Bonne Nuit, Oklahoma which are neares to being black. In blues it has Paradise, Blue Moon, Lady X. We also have the rare green rose. The Roses ahve some very interesting names. Few Indians that have found place here are Mother Teresa, Arjun, Bhim, Raja Ram Mohun Roy, Jawahar, Dr.B.P.Pal. The international celebrities here are John F.Kennedy, Queen Elizabeth, Mr.Lincoln, Montezuma. Others worth mentioning are Christian Diar, Happiness, Century Two, First Prize, Jantar Mantar, Peter Frankenfeld, American Heritage, Bejazzo, Iceberg, Granada, World Rose, Command Performance, Imperator. The list is endless and the spectacle delightful.
Various herbaceous annuals and biennuals are grown in beds and informal borders. The beds are sited at the edge of lawns or along the pavements. Also the floweres are massed irregularly with respect to their height and grouped in colour combinations to produce harmonious, natural and pleasing effect.
The planting of seasonals is done twice a year in preparation for the "At Homes" hosted by the President on the occassion of the Republic Day( 26TH January) and the Independence Day(15TH August) every year, which are hosted in the Central lawn. 
For winters the garden is replete with a number of annuals that have to compete with each other to find a place. Dwarf annuals like Calendula, Antirrhinum, Alyssum, Dimorphotheca, Eschscholzia (Californian Poppy), Larkspur, Gaznia, Gerbera, Godetia, Linaria, Mesembryanthemum, Portulaca, Brachycome, Metucharia, Verbena, Viola, Pansy, Stock grow well in flower beds. Other annuals that are grown include Dahlia, Aster, Carnation, Chrysamthemum, Clarkia, Statice, Lupin, Marigold, Nicotinia, Nemesia, Bells of Ireland, Poppy, Stock, Salvia, Cosmos, Linum, Sweet Sultan, Sweet Pea, Cineraria, Sweet William etc. They are used in pure beds and in combinations of varying heights create a pyramid of colours.
Edging and bordering of flower beds is done by Alyssum, Phlox, Petunia, Dasy, Pansy, Mimulus etc. Under the standard roses are grown Daisies, Mesembryanthemum, Pansies, Viola etc. 
Naturalizing effect is created by the bulbous flowering plants like Narcissus, Freesia, Zephyranthrus, Gladiola, Tuberos, Oriental Lily, Asiatic Lily, Tulips, Anemone, Ranunculus, Iris, Daffodils etc. 
For summers the choice is rather limited. But the dedication of the gardeners and bravery displayed by the plants sees them through. The August bloom would consist of Gaillardia, Vinca, Cosmos, Zinnia, Sunflower, Gomphrena, Portulaca, Balsam, Verbena, Celosia, Canna, Cochia, Rudbeckia etc.
Terrace Garden

There are two longitudinal strips of garden at a higher level on either side of the Main Garden forming the Northern and Southern boundary. The plants grown are the same as in the Main Garden. At the centre of both the strips is a fountain which falls inwards forming a well. On the Western tips are located two gazebos and on the Eastern tips two ornately designed sentry posts. 

Long Garden or the 'Purdha Garden'

This is located to the West of the Main Garden, and runs along on either side of the central pavement which goes to the circular garden. Enclosed in walls about 12 feet high this is predominantly a rose garden. It has 16 square rose beds encased in low hedges. There is a red sandstone pergola in the centre over the cental pavement which is covered with Rose creepers, Petrea, Bougainvillea and Grape Vines. The walls are covered with creepers like Jasmine, Rhyncospermum, Tecoma Grandiflora, Bignonia Vanista, Adenoclyma, Echitice, Parana Paniculata. Along the walls are planted the China Orange trees.

Atop these walls are often seen vain Peacocks dancing, vying for the attention of the demure peahens.

The Circular (Sunken or Butterfly) Garden

This is the westernmost portion of the garden.A jewel.A delight to behold.A terraced bowl planted with fragrant varieties like Stock, Verbena, Mignonette, with tall Dahlias planted along the periphery keenly watching,and Jasmines of all kinds tenderly leaning on to the circular enclosure.

There is a bubble fountain concealed in a pool in the centre.Soft consistent waves keep eddying outwards-transform into the static waves of colours-climb up along the curious Dahlias upto the walls and thereafter disintegrate into the oblivion- the depth of unfathomable skies whereas the fragrance returns to the bedazzled onlooker. Unsuspecting butterflies flutter incessently. Once in a while a naughty Peacock shakes the frozen tranquility by a sharp mating call or a clumsy flight across two meditating trees.

Around the circular garden there are rooms for Office of the horticulturist,a green house,stores, nursery etc. Here only is housed the collection of Bonsais,one of the best in the country.
Additions and Innovations

All the Presidents who have stayed at the Rashtrapati Bhavan have taken keen interest in the maintenance and upkeep of the Mughal Gardens. The Gandhians like Rajaji and Dr. Zakir Hussain who did not quiet relish the intimidating precincts of the Rashtrapati Bhavan, found refuge and repose in the Mughal Garden. All have contributed in their own way. The underlying themes however have remained unaltered.

The list speaks for itself: 

1. Bird of Paradise - Mauritius 
2. Tulips - Netherlands 
3. Orchids - Brazil 
4. Olive - France
5. Water Lily - China
6. Cherry Blossom - Japan 
7. Assorted Seasonals - Japan 
8. Rose(Konrad Adeneour) - Germany 

Within the Country: 

1. Bouganinvillea - Khajuraho(M.P.) 
2. Heliconia - Kerala,Hyderabad,Chennai,Goa 
3. Alpinia - Goa 
4. Spathodia Campanuleta - Chennai
5. Peltoforum - Chennai 
6. Lichi - Dehra Dun 
7. Assorted Jasmines - Chennai, Hubli 
8. Canna, Water Lily - Mumbai 
9. Amhersita Nobilis - Goa To visit the
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Garden Visits

The Mughal gardens are open to the public in February-March every year. Visitors are allowed entry to the garden from 9.30 A.M. till 2.30 P.M. on all days except Mondays. The gardens may remain closed on other days also in case of a function in the Mughal gardens or during the visit of a VVIP during the said period. The dates are made known to the public through various media. The entry and exit into the gardens is regulated from Gate No. 35 of the President's Estate, which is located near the North Avenue, at the western end of the Church Road. 

http://presidentofindia.nic.in/mughalGarden.html#
MUGHAL GARDEN

Location: Inside Rashtrapati Bhavan , New Delhi
Designed By: Sir Edwin Lutyens
Area: 6 hectares
Comprise Of : 250 Variety Of Roses And 60 Variety Of Boigainvillea

History of Mughal Gardens
Rashtrapati Bhavan , the official residence of the President of India has an area of 354 acres excluding the buildings and roads. The area under trees, lawns and open areas is about 320 acres, which includes 6 hectares of the famous Mughal Gardens attached to the main building of the Rashtrapati Bhavan. 

Designing Of A Panorama
Sir Edwin Lutyens did the designing of the building and the gardens. Lutyens original thought was to lay down two separate gardens one for the Viceroy and other for the public but he took up the idea of designing the Mughal Garden for Lady Harding. 

After carefully studying the Persian and Indian miniatures as well as the gardens at Taj Mahal and Shalimar Gardens at Lahore and Srinagar, Lutyens combined the formal Mughal style with the design of a British Garden. These gardens are a beautiful blend of Mughal canals and terraces at different levels and flowering shrubs fuse with the European flowerbeds, lawns and privet hedges.

W. R. Mustoe, O.B.E of the Horticultural Department was responsible for all the planting made in the gardens in the initial years. With his help Lutyens was able to transform a desert into an oasis by 1929, when the building was ready for occupation. 

The Garden's Features
The Gardens comprise of three parts: the first is the Rectangular Garden immediately behind the main building. The second is the Long Garden, which leads on to the third section, the Circular Garden. The Rectangular Garden is a formal garden, which derived its treatment from the water-gardens, a concept brought by the Mughals into Delhi. 

Lutyens combined the softening of English borders, small flowerbeds and mown lawns to produce a virtual paradise. The skeleton is formed of four waterways, two north to south, two running from square basins immediately below the windows of the Main house. In these basins and at the four intersections are the unique fountains consisting of 3-tiers of huge red-sandstone discs that draw inspiration from lotus leaves.

The slotted margins of the leaves direct the flow from step to step in alternating falls. From the 4 waterways a network of lesser channels extend to other areas. The waterways are patterned with red-sandstone edges and plots of lawn alternating with chequered flowerbeds creating a wonderfully landscaped garden. 

The garden spread westwards from the Rectangular Garden to the Circular Garden through the Long Garden, which is the only part of the garden with no water channels. Over here, Lutyens has designed a delightful Pergola, on which bougainvillea creepers are grown. On the sides it has separate beds of roses with small trimmed hedge of Ingadulets, giving effect of the coloured knots on a vast carpet. 

The gardens end quite simply in the round pool in the middle of a sunken circle. Around the pool are massed segmental and tiered flowerbeds presenting a feast for the butterflies. This part is the Circular Garden also called the Pearl Garden and Butterfly Garden. 

The Flora
The gardens contain several varieties of rose, viscaria, teptosyne, sweet william, oxalis, marigold, bougainvillea and several other annuals and perinnials. The Mughal Gardens has got probably the largest range of rose varieties at one place, more than 250 and these include the Benkinsian, believed to be the parent of all strains.

The garden also grows 60 of the 101 known kinds of boigainvillea. Gardens contain the best and largest collection of Indian marigold flowers. There are also 13 different varieties of the flower, the size of which varies from a diameter of 2cms to 10cms. 

The Dahlias are another great attraction. When in full bloom, the dahlia varies in sizes of six inches to twelve inches and the shades of pink, mauve, golden rust, red, white, yellow present a sight for sore eyes. The red and white striped dahlias, which look like peppermint, are also worthy of mention. 

The Moulsari trees in the Mughal Gardens are very special. Lutyens chose these for the rectangular garden because of their Indian origin and to find a mention in ancient Indian literature. These carefully shaped trees not only give weight, form and shade in the gardens, but their placement is a vital element in relating the garden to scale. 

The bonsai collection of the Rashtrapati Bhavan is also considered to be one of the finest in the country 

Visiting Time
The Mughal Gardens are open to the public between the months of February - March every year. Entry is allowed inside the garden from 9.30 A.M. till 2.30 P.M. on all days except Mondays. The gardens may remain closed on others days, in case of a function or during the visit of a VVIP dignitary.

Entry Point
The entry and exit into the gardens will be regulated from Gate no. 35 of the President's Estate, which is located near the North Avenue, at the western end of the Church Road. 

http://www.shubhyatra.com/delhi/mughal-garden.html
For more information on ‘Delhi’, please visit our special ‘Delhi Documenta’ section  in the HLRC: 
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