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HI-TECH PARLIAMENT MUSEUM IN PARLIAMENT LIBRARY BUILDING.

The President of India, Dr. A. P. J. Abdul Kalam inaugurated the Parliament Museum in Parliament Library Building on 14 August 2006. The function was also graced by the Vice-President, Shri Bhairon Singh Shekhawat; Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh; Lok Sabha Speaker, Shri Somnath Chatterjee; Union Ministers; Leaders of Political Parties Members of both the Houses of Parliament, and other distinguished invitees.
Addressing the distinguished gathering on the occasion, President, Dr. Abdul Kalam observed that the Parliament Museum is an impressive, an educative, interesting and interactive perfection and realism. He said that the flow of historical events sensed by the designer of the Museum springs into life, depicting the democratic assemblies and ancient India, regal succession by election of those days, edicts being carved on rocks and mission to Sri Lanka during the period of Ashoka, people’s participation, democratic practices in various periods and so many more displays.
On the occasion of 60th Independence day it will be indeed useful to look back a little into the history so beautifully depicted in this Museum, Dr. Kalam added.
For enriching this vibrant institution, Dr. Kalam inter-alia suggested making it people friendly, to establish a 'political vision laboratory' for young scholars to study debates and discussions and their impact of decisions of Parliament on socio-economic issues.
The Vice President and Chairman of Rajya Sabha, Shri Bhairon Singh Shekhawat described the magnificent Parliament Museum a unique panoramic view of the evolution of democracy right from the ancient days, where India’s democratic heritage has been creatively and beautifully displayed. The Museum will definitely inspire the youths in their sense of commitment towards nation building and people’s welfare, he added.
The Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh said that by showcasing the magnificent history of democracy, this Museum celebrates the success of our efforts. He suggested that Museum should have a separate section devoted to the role of women in the functioning of the democracy and also Parliament’s role in social and economic empowerment of the weaker sections and the minority.
Speaking on the occasion, Lok Sabha Speaker, Shri Somnath Chatterjee said that the Parliament Museum will truly represent the evolution and success of our democratic experiments, of our freedom struggle and more importantly highlight the structure and characteristics of the supreme legislative institution of the country. The Museum has been designed to serve as high-tech story telling Museum depicting the continuum of our democratic ethos and institutional development, with the help of walk-through period settings, with sound-light-video synchronization, large screen interactive computer multi-media, and immersive visualization with multi-screen panoramic projection, virtual reality and animatronics, he added. 'It is different from the other Museums in the sense that it is not a Museum of objects but events', Shri Chatterjee observed.
The Lok Sabha Speaker felt that the distinct features of the Museum will give an insight into the history of the development of political institutions in India, about the struggle and sacrifices that had gone into the process of that evolution, and of the great personalities who provided leadership to the freedom movement. He also expressed the hope that the Museum will help the new generation to aspire for reaching further heights and inspire them to participate enthusiastically in the process of nation-building and for consolidating the gains of democracy in the country.
Proposing Vote of Thanks to the dignitaries, Lok Sabha Secretary General Shri P.D.T. Achary observed that this historical Museum will be a role model for the youths in their nation building. He expressed deep gratitude to the Speaker, Lok Sabha for visualizing and to Dr. Saroj Ghose and his team for giving a concrete shape to this magnificent Museum.
The hi-tech Parliament Museum is the realization of a long-cherished dream of Lok Sabha Speaker Shri Somnath Chatterjee who has given guidance and firm support in the execution of this Project. The Museum has been built by Kolkata Museum under the aegis of Dr. Saroj Ghose, former President of the International Council of Museums, Paris and former Director-General of National Council of Science Museums. Dr. Ghose has been instrumental in conceptualization, designing, script and exhibit development of the Museum, with the Parliamentary Museum and Archives Division & Audio-Visual Unit of the Lok Sabha Secretariat providing valuable source materials and assistance.
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