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Yamuna Biodiversity Park
The Yamuna Biodiversity Prk, Delhi is slated to act as a heritage site and repository of approxiamately 50 threathened communities of Yamuna river basin. It will serve as an ideal alternative habitat for migratory and resident bird species. It will also be designed to conserve the wild genetic resources of africultural crops and enhance ground water recharge and augment fresh water avialability. The holistically envigsaged park, with an area of 80 ha, will ahve a positive impact on the local weather patterns and conserve the micro and macro ecosystems.

http://www.ddadelhi.com/greens/yamuna_biodiversity_park.htm
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The Yamuna Floodplain Biodiversity Park at Wazirabad is spread over 157 acres of land. Around 10 ecosystems including 2000-3000 species of flora and fauna are to be generated under the project. According to DDA officials, since the conception of the project the number of bird species has grown from 25 in 2002 to 150 in 2004. 

The park's habitat programme started in July 2002. It already has over 500 variety of fruit plant species, over 550 variety of seeds species, over 650 variety of stratified grass, tree, shrubs and forest herbs species, about 5.8 kilometre stretch of three-layered bamboo setups along the boundary wall -- separating the park from locality villages -- all naturally growing in an artificial eco-system. 

In all, about 16,500 trees and plant families -- belonging to 20 biotic groups of deciduous bamboo, sal, teak, acacia, grass, thorn-scrub, under-water, marshy, island and riparian families, broad-leaf categories, groves, herbs, medicinal plants and fruit variety species -- are growing. The extinct medicinal and fruit plant species such as tylophora asthemetica, ceropegie bulbosa, gala, khirnis, white variety of jamun, which once abounded in the Yamuna basin forests, have been reintroduced for conservation. 

In two wetlands -- deep (10-foot) one for such bird species as ducks, cormorants, eagles, falcons and the shallow (1 to 1.5 foot) one for waders, such as cranes -- over 1.5 lakh fingerling fishes were introduced to build up the plants-seeds-fishes-birds food chain. The wetlands are surrounded by long grass and aquatic underwater shrubs. 

Two water bodies have been created. One gives a symbolic look of the river and the other deep enough to attract exotic migratory birds. "Some even have started nesting here, which proves the eco-system is taking roots", said Vilas Gogte, a retired MoEF director, who's watching birds from his 7. Gogte has been assigned by Babu to build up two natural parks -- Yamuna Biodiversity Park and Aravalli Biodiversity Park. A teacher of zoology, Gogte is known to have mapped Jim Corbett National Park during his official tenure, taught many of India's forest and wildlife mandarins, and a consultant in conservation techniques. 

Asked why the wildlife is not seen, Gogte replied, "Ecosystem grows naturally in a long cycle. Animals come when they find food and shelter. It's too early for them to survive here. Soon fodder grows and food-chain develops, they'll come." 

Gogte's deputy, Anupam Joshi, the chief of the Yamuna Biodiversity Park conservation project, said, "When the Park was conceptualised, in June 2002, we found 27 bird species in the saline basin. Once turned into alkaline water-based basin and islands created for nesting and the food-chain introduced, we got over 160 bird species, including some migratory pochard family birds coming to settle here. Today we have 26 species of pochards." 

http://cities.expressindia.com/fullstory.php?newsid=95747
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/msid-1020401,curpg-2.cms
DU helps Yamuna biodiversity park
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Till about a hundred years ago, areas around the Yamuna river were graced by wild boars and over 440 species of birds, fish and aquatic beings. With only a 80 species now around, Delhi University (DU) and Delhi Development Authority (DDA) have joined hands to woo the winged visitors at Yamuna Biodiversity Park. That’s not all. 

DU authorities are walking that extra mile to ensure that students visit the park. Former DU Pro Vice-Chancellor, who is now with the Centre for Environment Management, Prof CR Babu has written to all college principals to send their students to the Wazirabad-based park.

Consultant and co-ordinator of the Biodiversity Park, Vilas Gogate, says, “The park recorded a phenomenal turnout of 2,000 migratory birds this month.” Babu added, “We are attempting to recreate the species of flora and fauna that existed a hundred years ago. So far, we have almost 75 to 100 species of aquatic plants.” The park aims to recreate the lost biotic communities besides serving as an educational and research facility. 350 acres of land will be added for its expansion.
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http://www.hindustantimes.com/2005/Dec/07/5922_1566014,0087.htm
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