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Bijai Mandal Within walking distance from the Begumpuri masjid is the Bijai Mandal. It used to be part of Muhammad-bin-Tughlaq's palace in Jahanpanah. The Arab wandering cleric Ibn Batuta, who spent quite a portion of his amazing voyages here, has written extensively about it. It must have been quite a fish market then, what with people coming in or going out and hundreds of retainers running loose all over the place. Consider this description that Batuta gives of the entrance to the palace. 


¤ The Descriptions of Sultan's Palace

The sultan's palace at Dihli is called Dar Sara and contains many gates. At the first gate there are posted a number of men in charge of it, and beside it sit buglers, trumpeters and pipe players. When any amir or person of note arrives they sound their instruments and say during this fanfare "so and so has come…" – the same also takes place at the second and third gates. Outside the first gate are platforms on which sit the Jalladun (floggers)…between the first and second gates there is a large vestibule with platforms … on which sit troops whose turn of duty it is to guard the gates. At the second gate also are seated the porters… between the second and third gates there’s a large platform on which the principal naqib (judge) sits; in front of him there is a gold mace, which he holds in his hand the other naqibs stand before him… 

of course you would never guess it by looking at it now. It is very hard to imagine that all this bustle and activity was routine in what is now a hushed still. 
The second gate led you to what Ibn Batuta calls the 'Hazar Ustan', which means in Persian 'a thousand pillars'. This was an immense hall of Public Audience in which people used to sit waiting for their sultan. One imagines the sultan entering this hall in full splendor, with the retainers calling everyone to alert that the sultan was approaching. Seated on a plush elevated throne, the sultan held addressed his people's complaints, addressed the public and reviewed his troops. Everyone who came and went to the public hall had to write their name down at the entrance, whether noble or commoner. In the evening the sultan himself checked this report. Any nobles holding an official rank or position, who absented themselves without excuse from the court for more than three days would not be allowed to enter the gate without the sultan's personal permission; seems like employers down the centuries have been of a single mind. 


¤ Bijai Mandal

The Bijai Mandal is basically a huge octagonal tower with sloping walls, set on a lofty grassy platform. Steps lead up to the tower, although there is also a mossy pathway from one side which goes up to it – it seems it was for the elephants who used to come up for inspection and parade before the sultan. In front of the building, you can still see the remains of pillars of the hall of the thousand pillars. 
If you climb up the tower – very carefully – you might find the hotchpotch vista amusing. The intimidating silhouette of the Begumpuri masjid jostles with the comparatively unimaginative and crowded south Delhi localities. 

http://www.indiasite.com/delhi/places/bijaimandal.html
Begumpuri Masjid 
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Begumpuri Masjid Jahanpanah, so lovingly planned and so carelessly given up by Muhammad-bin-Tughlaq (1325-1351), is survived by painfully little today. Remaining buildings speak of grandiose and much planning; the idea was to encompass all the Delhi’s before it in one all-embracing fortress. However like most ideas of Muhammad-bin-Tughlaq (see history) it defied all practical steps taken to make it a reality and Jahanpanah was left as it was when about halfway through. 


¤ The Colossal Fort Walls

whatever left of it has been swallowed up by grasping tentacles of the ever-expanding south Delhi. The walls of Jahanpanah are surprisingly huge; some even have rooms built into them to store provisions and war equipment. You can spot some sections of the wall at Satpula, near Khirkee Village. 


¤ Begumpuri Masjid

The Begumpuri Masjid, which occupied the place of pride in the sultan's capital being bang in its centre, is so formal looking that you almost expect it to have a stiff upper lip. It was obviously built for majesty, what with its towering stature and striking profile. It was obviously meant to be, and was, much more than just a mosque. It was a social and communal hub – it housed a madrasa and a treasury. People met here for business and other transactions and the city's grain markets were often held just outside the mosque's entrance.
The masjid itself is built in the typically Spartan Tughlaq style. It frowns down on everyone from an elevated platform, which makes for an immense courtyard surrounded by arcaded cloisters. Its cool and breezy interiors were probably as quiet and serene then as they are now. One can imagine pious devotees spending time here in silent meditation, reflecting on Allah and His decrees. 


¤ Attractive Canopy 

As one climbs up to the masjid, its massive pointed dome suddenly pops out of the towering doorways that it had been hiding behind. There were originally forty-fur smaller domes too, however some of these have either fallen or are crumbling. These used to be atop the riwaq (cloister), strewn across the courtyard above the porticos. 
An interesting façade of twenty four arched openings greets the visitor to this mosque. On either side of the mosque you will see tapering minarets which are characteristic Tughlaq material. Architecture freaks don't miss the core of the courtyard, which is akin to the Jaunpur Mosques and the only example of its kind in Delhi. 
One wonders why this mosque was ever abandoned, considering that India is teeming with medieval mosques that still in worship. There are steps which can take you right to the top of mosque; you can get an excellent view of the Bijai Mandal next door.

http://www.indiasite.com/delhi/places/begumpurimasjid.html
Begumpari Masjid
[image: image1]A maze of ugly and illegal constructions encircles the grand Begumpuri Masjid, the earliest example of a Jama Masjid or congregational mosque found in India. The remains of Jahanpanah, the grand capital of Mohammed Bi Tughlak( 1325 -1351) of the Tughlak dynasty, and son of Ghiyasuddin Tughlak, who built Tughlakabad have almost been destroyed as the expanding suburbs of south Delhi continue to encroach upon traces of the past. The medieval walls were enormously thick at places with rooms built into them to store provisions and war equipment. And what is happening to this grand structure and to these walls today is nothing less than pathetic. Today the monument is a playground for children and a grazing ground for goats from the adjoining village, Begumpur near Hauz Khas. Young children happily break the loosely held pieces of the monument fresco to throw them at each other. The dainty window arches are being used for target practice.
Jahanpanah was said to be larger than the old shahar(city) Qutab Dilli and was said to have 13 gates. And Begumpuri Masjid stood imposingly at the centre of the Sultan’s new capital. The masjid had a distinct presence due to its elevated position and bold silhouettes. More than just a place for prayer, it formed the locus of community life since it housed a madrasa, a treasury and was a place for meeting and transacting business. Sultans often decreed that the city’s grain market and bazars be situated just outside the mosque’s portals. The mosque is raised on a high plinth, which probably was designed so as to catch the breeze and escape the dust and noise of the dust below. Its vast rectangular courtyard is a space totally at rest, conducive to contemplation. Crowning the prayer hall is a large, pointed dome not visible from the ground level as it is masked by the tall portal. As many as 44 smaller domes, some of which have fallen or are in a state of disrepair, crown the cloister, all around the arcades, imparting to the mosque its unusual skyline. 
Its majesty can be best appreciated from the heights of the sultan’s palace adjacent to it. Though there seems to be some effort on the part of the Archaeological Survey of India to effect some restoration work on the mosque, there seems to be nothing tangible done except for some concrete work to keep the structure from totally falling into disrepair.

http://www.thedelhicity.com/DelhiGuide/Dgu_mem/begumpuri_masjid.htm
A crazy king’s Bijai Mandal 
Bijai Mandal, today the ruins of a palace was the, favourite spot of the Tughlak King, Mohammed Bin Tughlak, who was said to be a crazy man. Wanderer gives some details of the structure. Bijai Mandal, located very close to the Begumpuri Masjid, near Sarvapriya Vihar, was the place where the crazy king of the Tughlak dynasty, Mohammed Bin Tughlak, used to spend his mornings.

It is an unusual rubble built massive octagonal structure on a high platform with sloping sides in the Tughlak fashion with a door way at each cardinal point. The palace had a hall where the Sultan, seated on a raised cushioned seat, placed on a white carpeted dias, held public audience and reviewed his troops. It is said that 60 horses with bridles and girths of black silk gilded fabric and some with the same in white were brought to the palace. These were followed by 50 elephants, adorned with silken and gold cloths with their ivory shod with iron for helping in killing criminals. The elephants were all trained to pay obeisance to the Sultan and bend their heads towards the Sultan. 

It has two levels with the ground floor having colonnaded rooms leading up to an octagonal structure with a flat roof. Though nothing definite can be said, there is a view that the troops were reviewed by senior officers from the ground floor and that the Sultan stood on the first floor while having a look at the impressive array of his troops. Mohammed Bin Tughlak was credited with being a crazy king because he made all Delhi residents , during the 14th century to march to his new capital at Daulatabad, a good 1100 kilometres from Delhi. And after he was tired of his new capital in a span of 17 years, he shifted the capital back to Delhi. 

One of the best things to do while enjoying a view of this neglected and dilapidated palace is to stand atop it and get a magnificent view of many parts of the capital while at the same time fantasising about what could have been happening there when the Sultan would go to the first floor and review his troops as also listen to people’s grievances and give different kinds of verdicts on their complaints as also give out punishments. From this point is visible the Begumpuri Masjid and the historic and magnificent Qutab Minar. And if you are keen to see more than a peep at the recent Lotus Temple of the Bahai’s near Kalkaji and Humayun’s Tomb too. All in all a magnificent view of the capital’s skyline is available and one can wonder why the crazy Mohammed Bin Tughlak had made it a favourite morning spot. Those days the area must have been really fascinating with a large amount of greenery all around the spot. Like other structures it is in a shambles and had the Tughlak ruler been alive today he would possibly have been moving in his grave and wondering why on earth should he have built the palace that was a favourite haunt of his while he ruled over Delhi. Is there someone who can save this once magnificent structure so that it cannot at least be restored to a semblance of the glorious past that the place could proudly to the residents of Delhi and also those in other parts of the country.

http://www.thedelhicity.com/DelhiGuide/Dgu_mem/bijai_mandal.htm
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