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IHC Walk : February 4, 2007, 9:30 am

National Zoological Park
Fact File

Timing: 0800 to 1800 hours( summer)
0900 to 1700 hours (winter) except Friday.
Best Time to visit: Throughout the year
Main Attraction: 22,000 varieties of Animals and Birds 
Covered Area :214 acres 
Designed by :Major Weinman of Sri Lanka and Carl Hagenbeck of West Germany. 

Location:
National Zoological Park or the zoo of Delhi is one of the finest zoos in Asia and is situated close to Purana Qila or Old Fort.

About the Zoo
National Zoological Park is one of the finest and largest zoos in Asia and efforts have been made to provide an almost natural habitat to the animals and birds herein New Delhi.

Established in 1959 and is spread over a massive area of 214 acres. Delhi Zoo is home to more than 2000 species of animals and birds from Africa, America, Australia and Asia. The Zoo was set up in 1959. It is regarded as one of the finest zoos in Asia and efforts have been made to provide an almost natural habitat to the animals and the birds. It is a good spot for picnics. It has an early 17th century Kos Minar, which was one of the many, put up by Jehangir, son of the emperor, Akbar. As you climb up the red sandstone gate, you get a chance to admire the vast expanse of the Zoological Park. The winding pathways here are laid with the red Badarpur gravel, and the green shrubs demarcate the red with the undulating brown-green vast stretches of grass.

An idyllic picnic spot in winters, the serenity of the greens here is pleasing and offers a delightful respite from the humdrum of the city. The winding pathways lead to the administrative building with a library on the right side where you can get all the information on animals, birds and plants of both and rare zoological species in India.

This place is particularly popular among the children, they love to see Chimpanzee, Hippopotamus, Spider monkey, African Wild Buffalo, the Gir Lion and Zebras, thee water animals and birds such as Macaque, Banteng, Emu, Hyenas, Axis deer, Fallow deer, Peafowl, Hog Dear and the Jaguar. The underground Reptile Home complex displays a wide array of snakes such as King Cobra and Pythons. Besides these, there are more than 200 varieties of trees here including the hanging deep yellow Alamtas hedges, the drought resistant Lahura trees and the native Delhi bistendu. 

Facilities in the zoo 
There are open-roofed mobile vans available at affordable charges within the zoo and is the best option for tourists to avoid the exertion and heat of Delhi's summer season. This place is also a good picnic spot as there are a number of parks in the complex. There are ample numbers of water points and drinking water facility, still its better to carry your own water bottle. A cafeteria is also available outside the zoo.

http://www.delhi-india.net/travel/nationalzoologicalpark.html
Location: To the South of Purana Qila (Old Fort), on Mathura Road. 
Time to Visit: Open on all days except Friday
Preferred Timings: 1st April - 15 October: 9.00 am- 4.30 pm / 16 October - 31st March: 9.30 am- 4.00 pm.
Admission Fee: Indian citizen: INR 5 / Foreigner: INR 10
Photography Charges: Video Camera: Self: INR. 50 / Commercial: INR. 500
How to Reach: Tourists can either take local buses from various points within the city to reach the zoological park, which is located near Mathura Road or they can hire auto-rickshaws and taxis or metro rail. The zoo is known as ‘chiriyaghar’ among residents of Delhi.
Nearest Railway Station: Nizamuddin Railway Station
Nearest Metro Station: Central Secretariat 
Functional Metro Station: Central Secretariat 
Nearest International Airport: Indira Gandhi International Airport
Time required for sightseeing: 2 hours 
(All data as of August 2005) 

The National Zoological Park of Delhi or Delhi Zoo as it is popularly known, is located next to Purana Qila (Old Fort), on its southern side. The zoo houses over one thousand varieties of animals, reptiles and birds. It also has nearly all varieties of deer found in the country. The white tiger from Rewa, the elephant, which plays a harmonica and the leopard, are some of its highlights apart from the many endangered species of India seen in the park. Leopard cat, Indian Rhinoceros, Hippopotamus, Black Buck, Indian Gazelle and Lion-tailed macaque are some animals you should especially see on your visit. Since the zoo is spread over a large area, the animals are provided with spacious enclosures and various facilities necessary for their survival in this artificial habitat. Said to be one of the better laid out zoological parks of the country, Delhi Zoo is also a favorite destination of migrant birds. In winter the large lake at the entrance of Delhi zoo is thronged with numerous winter visitors including, storks, ducks and other migrant water birds. There are a number of varieties of flora also to be seen in Delhi Zoo. 

Facilities:
The best way to explore Delhi Zoo is on foot; though battery operated vehicles are also available for nominal charges. The whole zoo can be seen in two hours on foot if one follows the guiding arrow signs placed in the park. There is also a canteen in the zoo where you can refresh yourself before continuing your expedition. The zoo has basic facilities for visitors like drinking water counters at various places in the park. 

Best Time to Visit:
It is advisable to visit the zoological park in the early hours of its opening or late in the afternoon before it closes. Summer months should be avoided as most of the animals prefer to rest in their hideouts and are not easily seen though tigers and bears can be seen cooling off in the moats 
surrounding their enclosures. Weekends should be avoided, as it is very crowded on these days. Feeding and teasing of animals is prohibited, though insensitive visitors are often seen doing so. 

http://www.indfy.com/places-to-see-in-delhi/central-delhi/delhi-zoo.html
A Day’s Worth of Delhi Birds - Peter Jackson
Written by Nikhil    

Wednesday, 19 April 2006 

http://www.delhibird.net/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=132&Itemid=145
For more information on ‘Delhi’, please visit our special ‘Delhi Documenta’ section in the HLRC: 
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