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IHC Walk: July 22nd, 2007, 10:00 am
National Museum – Stone Sculpture & Iconography

National Museum

The largest museum of Delhi, the National museum at Janpath [image: image2.jpg]


offers a unique insight into the history and culture of India. It has a wide array of exhibits depicting the five thousand years of Indian history. The museum remains closed on Mondays. The three floors of the museum offer you splendid and priceless pieces of Indian art and sculpture that have been arranged in galleries according to the period to which they belong. The famous sculpture of Dancing Girl from Mohenjodaro belonging to 2,500 BC, the Moghul period paintings and Arabian manuscripts are some of the prized possessions of this museum. The silk banners, sculpture and wall paintings that were a part of Sir Aurel Stein's collection in the Central Asian gallery are worth seeing. 

There is the Jewellery section, a collection of Indian miniature paintings from Mughal, Rajasthani and Pahari schools, simple stone Neolithic Tools dating back to 3,000 -1,500 BC, shell and bone jewellery belonging to Indus Valley Civilization of Mohenjodaro and Harappa and also the carved pillars and statues of the Mauryan dynasty. The fine bronze idols, stone sculpture, textiles, coins and tribal art are all exhibited here. The men love the display of weapons and historical costumes on the third floor while the display of over 300 musical instruments in the museum awes the music lovers. The more inquisitive can also attend the film shows on the art heritage of India on weekdays at 2:30 pm and on weekends at 11:30 am, 2:30 pm and 4:00 pm.
http://www.exploredelhi.com/museums/national-museum.html
Archaeology

The Archaeology unit in the National Museum has a prestigious collection of Indian sculptural art. There are about nine thousand art objects representing all major regions, schools and periods. It includes works carved in stone as well as terracottas, bronzes, stucco figures, gold, silver, bone and ivory images dated from the 3rd century B.C. to the 19th century A.D. Foyer & Corridor : The monumental image of Surya from the world famous Sun Temple of Konarak greets the visitor first. Eight pillars, surrounding the Surya image, present beautiful female figurines standing in different postures. While five of them belong to Mathura art (2nd cent. A.D.) the remaining three are the products of 10th-12th cent. A.D. Four railings pillars from Mathura carved with various damsels performing various functions are Khadganrtya, a lady taking bath under a spring. Ashokadohad and the mother carrying the child. The fifth one is Sri Lakshmi, the goddess of plenty and prosperity. Carved in marble, the statue of Jaina Saraswati from Pallu (Rajasthan) is a highly sophisticated and delicate work of sculptural art. She is the goddess of music, learning and intelligence. Alasakanya from Khajuraho region and the lady playing with ball from Nagda are other attractions. On either side of the reception counter, the visitor sees two well-known sculptures of Indian art-a superb image of Shiva in vamana form from Mansar (5th cent. A.D.) and a rare exhibit of the Yaksha from Pitalkhora, Maharashtra (2nd cent. B.C.) Carved by a goldsmith, Kanhadasa, as is evident from the epigraph. Maurya-Shunga Gallery: After crossing the Indus Valley or Harappa Gallery, the visitors step into the gallery of Maurya-Shunga-Satvahana art (3rd cent. B.C. to 1st-2nd cent. A.D.) and see a few Mauryan Shungan stone sculptures and terracottas. The Mauryan art was followed by a simpler style. The sculptures of Shunga period (2nd-1st cent. B.C.) were used primarily to decorate stupas at Bodh Gaya, Bharhut, Sanchi etc. They depict life scenes of Buddha or the tales of his previous births (Jatakas). The folk deities like Yaksha, Yakshi, Salabhanjika etc. are also very important items of Shunga art, but with a difference. Besides, the Yaksha and Yakshi images from Mathura, Mehrauli, Amin and Bulandshahar are also fine specimens. In the Deccan, the patronage of Satavahana Kings and support by lay-disciples produced a large number of rock-cut caves carved at Pitalkhora, Bhaja, Karle, Kanheri etc. On the other hand, important structural buildings like stupas were built at Amaravati, Ghantasala etc. Both are represented here through some superb specimens looking like jewels in Indian art. Kushana Gallery: This leads to the next gallery where one can view the products of three overlapping styles of art-------Mathura, Gandhara and Ikshvaku------that had flourished side by side in the first three centuries of the Christian era. This was the time of immense creation and development when Buddhism had overshadowed other religions. Buddha was presented for the first time in the human form: earlier to this, only the symbolic worship was known. Images of most of the Hindu and Jaina deities were also produced in human form for the first time. Earlier, a few icons of Hindu and Jain affiliation like Balarama etc. had been carved out. Gupta Art Gallery: The next gallery takes us to the classical age of Indian art (4th-6th cent. A.D.) in which under the enlightened patronage of the Gupta rulers, Indian art attained classic perfection in form, faunal as well as floral, that set the standard of artistic creation for the coming centuries. Highly animate, youthful and expressive, the divine beings are often represented with a circular halo at the back of the head. These are mostly decorated with circular floral bands. The major centres of artistic activities were Mathura and Sarnath. Other centres of Gupta art were places such as Nachana, Bhumra, Udaigiri, Vidisha and Khoh in Madhya Pradesh, Kausambi and Ahichchhatra with several less important places in Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and other states. The Gupta period was one in which religious thought and iconography developed a great deal and several new iconographic images came into being. Early Medieval Gallary : The disintegration of the Gupta empire towards the end of the 6th century resulted in the growth of regional offshoots of art in India with the emergence of local powers like the Palas in East, Maitrakas in West, Vardhanas and Pratiharas in North and Pallavas, Cholas and the Chalukyas in the South. The art of this period is characterized by an elongation of human figure, a distinct sharpness in facial features, an increase in ornamentation, formal postures and rigidity in the way the limbs are placed even though these were bent at various places in the body. This gallery presents the representative examples of various art-styles which flourished side by side in different regions of the country between 7th and 10th century A.D. A number of Pratihara scupltures are on view but the lintel from Chittorgarh, depicting the images of the Navagrahas, shows the way craftsmanship in wok carving was adopted to stone in an extremely pleasing manner. Vishnu Vishwarup of the Maitrakas, though mutilated and completely weathered gives impression of the monumentality of the Samlaji sculptures. An image of the Ganga, standing on a crocodile is a magnificent representation of Rashtrakuta art form The Ellora Caves. Late Medieval Gallery : The country was further sub-divided into a number of separate principalities during this period. The Palas and their successors the Senas in the East, the Hoysalas, Cholas, Vijaynagar rulers and Nayakas in the South and the Gahadavalas, Paramaras and Chandelas in the North continued to encourage the temple art and architecture. A number of temples were built in and around the region of present day Bhuvaneshwar. The famous Sun Temple of Konark was built during the 13th century by king Narasimhadeva. The sculptures of Konark are marked by intense movement, prefect sculptural rhythm and clearly defined features. Besides the famous Surya image displayed in the foyer, the four portraits in stone of the king Narasimhadeva engaged in activities such as archery, worship and discussion with his courtiers are the prized exhibits in this gallery for the portrait art was not very common in those days. The Chandelas are known for building the world famous temples at Khajuraho (A.D. 1000-1200). A beautiful image of Yogasana Vishnu from Khajuraho region on display proves both superb carving and concept. The artists who worked under the patronage of the Paramaras, Gahadavalas and Chahmanas also produced some extremely delightful sculptures known for their wood-like carvings. An image of Durga on display here is a masterpiece of Paramara art. The bust of Vajra Tara is also an excellent example of Gahadavala art. Bronze Gallery : While terracottas are displayed along with stone sculptures in various galleries, the bronzes are put together on show only in one gallery-the bronze gallery. The art of bronze casting reveals the high level technical know-how of the people in the field of metallurgy in ancient India. The bronzes were cast by the lost-wax process called Madhuchchhist-tavidhana in Sanskrit. After the fall of the Harappan Civilization, the art of high level metallurgy apparently faded and it was revived only during the 2nd century B.C. A number of images belonged to Shunga, Kushana and Ikshvaku periods from the 2nd century B.C. to 2nd century A.D. However, it was the Gupta period which witnessed the casting of metal images on a large scale and this art and craft practically spread to every part of the country. Then the tradition continued through the ages. These bronzes were mainly religious in character. Two Buddha images from Phophnar known for their excellence are on display here. Buddhist Art Gallery : This is the first thematic gallery conceived in the year 1990. All the three major schools of Buddhism-Hinayana, Mahayana and Vajrayana-are represented here through their works of art. The gallery presents a large number of images of Buddhist deities. The development of Indian Buddhist art is reflected in the sculptures ranging from 2nd century B.C. to 12th century A.D. The Hinayana phase is covered by three sculptures presenting the worship of symbols and Jataka narrations, i.e., adoration of turban, Buddha Pada and Chhadanta Jataka. The Mahayana phase produced some of the most beautiful Buddha and Bodhisattva images. The bronze image of Buddha from Phophnar kept at the altar and Buddha head from Sarnath are magnificent examples of Buddhist art. Similarly, a slab depicting scenes from Buddha's life is also of special interest in this gallery. Vajrayana phase is marked with a number of Tantrik gods and goddesses like Marichi, Chunda, Tara, Manjushri, Simhanada, Lokeshvara etc. Besides their images, important Buddhist sites like Sarnath, Nalanda, Bharhut, Nagarjunakonda etc. have also been represented by various sculptures. Buddhism did not remain confined to India. While the beautiful silk paintings and stucco heads in the gallery remind us the spread of Buddhism in Central Asia, the bronze images of Maitreya and Avalikiteshvara and stucco head from South-East Asia are the evidence of the presence of Buddhism in that part of the world. More than life-size image of Buddha head from Java is an impressive sculpture in this gallery. Tibet and Nepal are represented here by Thankas painted with Buddhist themes. A modern Buddha image in wood with gold wash from Burma is an added attraction. Besides these, a large number of ritualistic objects such as the wheel, ambrosia etc. are also on display. Buddha's Relic Caskets : The focal point of this gallery is the display of the relics of Buddha along with the two relic caskets. These were excavated at Piprahwa in Distt. Basti of Uttar Pradesh in 1972 by the Archaeological Survey of India. The site has been identified with Kapilvastu, the home town of Buddha Sakyamuni. Buddhists from all over the world visit this gallery and pay homage to Lord Buddha who continues to inspire the human beings for the last 2500 years to do jobs which have been scared as well as profane. 

http://www.nationalmuseumindia.gov.in/arch.html
Precious Heritage: the National Museum in Delhi

Sections 

Indian sculptural art is the backbone of the National Museum. It has 9,000 objects representing all the schools and periods. It has carved stone works, terracottas, bronzes, stucco figures, gold, silver, bone and ivory images dating from 3 century BCE to the 19th century.

There are 10,000 objects of anthropology in this museum, and rare items that have come from various states and cities in the 1950s – 60s (collected from tribal and rural areas). The armoury section has weapons ranging from daggers to swords. Many of them are double-edged and so heavy that we would need at least three pairs of hands to just lift it off the stand! Projectiles, hammers, armours for men and animals, ornamental, sacrificial and ritual weapons find their place with firearms and war accessories here.

The antiquities from Central Asia are breathtaking, with over 11,000 objects from the Sianking region of China, and they were discovered by Sir Aurel Stein in three expeditions and are a rare collection. 

Paintings, miniatures, manuscripts, art of calligraphy and drawings form a vast treasure. But the best of all I liked was the collection of some 10 to 12 paintings by a Mughal painter on Laila Majnu. Majnu is shown roaming the desert, is entirely dark-skinned and so skinny his ribs and other bones are sticking out, while Laila is so beautiful. One wonders after seeing these pictures; Would the wonderful Laila have fallen for the commoner Majnu? Just a casual thought…

These paintings have perfect physical forms and you will also find a collection of miniatures on palm-leaf from Eastern India in the 10th and the 12th century. 

The coin and currency section is remarkable with rare and antique coins from India starting from the 6th century BCE. This entire collection has 1,18,000 coins in gold, silver, copper, alloy, potin and lead.

The first floor gallery has two cupboards, containing the stone tools found across India belonging to the lower Palaeolithic period to the Neolithic age and also copper hoard objects. Mr and Mrs Heeramaneck have donated the pre-Columbian art objects. 

The star of the museum is the strong room or the room with a built-in vault. It displays gold objects like a statue of Buddha weighing 20 kg in pure gold, an Ivory screen with four folds having pictures of Mumtaz Mahal and Shah Jahan, and other gold objects, precious stones, Tanjore paintings studded with almost two inch large stones of rubies, diamonds, emeralds and gold foil. This is the room that literally glitters.

http://www.dancewithshadows.com/society/national-museum-delhi.asp
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