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India Habitat Centre
Habitat Library & Resource Centre

IHC Walk: May 27th, 2007, 10:00 am
Sanskriti Museum of Indian Terracotta
& Sanskriti Museum of Everyday Art

Location: Anandgram, Mehrauli-Gurgaon Road, opposite Ayanagar

Time to Visit: Tuesday-Sunday, Monday closed 

Preferred Timings: 10.00 AM to 5.00 PM

Admission Fee: Free and open to all.

Photography charges: nil, permission required 

How to Reach: Tourists can either take local buses from various points within the city to reach the museum, or they can hire auto-rickshaws and taxis or metro rail. 

Nearest Railway Station: Nizamuddin Railway Station

Nearest Metro Station: Central Secretariat 

Functional Metro Station: Central Secretariat 

Nearest International Airport: Indira Gandhi International Airport

Time required for sightseeing: Approx 50 minutes 

(All data as of July 2005) 

About couples of miles from Qutab Minar complex in Qutab-Mehrauli area opposite Ayanagar lies the two beautiful museums of Sanskriti Kendra- Sanskriti Museum of Indian Terracotta & Sanskriti Museum of Everyday Art. Both the museums are integral part of Sanskriti Kendra's continuous efforts for the 'preservation and presentation of indigenous heritage, craftsmanship, aesthetic functionality and cultural practices'. 

Sanskriti Museum of Indian Terracotta

Set away from the hustle and bustle of the city amidst green landscaped gardens of Sanskriti Kendra, this museum is a wonderful place in the region to view the traditional terracotta art. The terracotta is an important functional art in India and is said to be the first creative expression of any civilization. In Indian sub-continent, in almost every civilization, terracotta art occupied an important place and has been used throughout history to give vent to creative expressions for sculpture, pottery and useful things like roof shingles. Religious sentiments were too expressed through this form of art in much ancient as well as modern civilizations resulting in attractive figurines and pieces of arts. 

The museum has over 1500 exquisite exhibits made up of terracotta on display. Made by expert craft persons and artisans from all over the country in the museum, it has a fine collection of polished clay pots, decorative tiles, mythological figures, relief panels, and animals. A special gallery has also been set up to throw light on the history of the ancient tradition of terracotta art. In its effort to revive and glorify this form of art, the museum invites famous terracotta artists from all over the country to present their art and holds creative workshops.

Sanskriti Museum of Everyday Art

With an innovative concept to highlight simple Indian household objects of everyday life that reflects fine craftsmanship and creativity and centuries of collective wisdom, Sanskriti Museum of Everyday Art was established in 1984. It is an intriguing museum having a collection of around 2000 objects categorized into life cycle of a human being. 

Dating back to a couple of century, these souvenirs and objects are related to the everyday life, traditions and customs of rural as well as modern India. Made by master craftsmen with aesthetic creativity from all over the country, the collection of the museum includes vessels, religious objects, tribal idols, jars, weights and measures, kitchen accessories, boxes, combs, mirrors, brass markers, locks and latches, toys and women's toiletries. Among the simple yet attractive objects do look for a tiny animal-shaped sculpture packed with numerous things used by ladies for personal adornment.

Though a small museum yet it very convincingly conveys that every facet of Indian life is full of creativity, culture and art.

Textile Museum 

Sanskriti Museum also has a textile museum with a good collection of Indian textiles from 19th century that includes works of art like kalamkari, brocades, gota work, patola, bandhani and many more. The museum aims to promote as well as preserve the rich and glorious textile tradition of India.

Nearby Tourist Attractions

Chhatarpur Temple, Qutab Minar, Alai-Darwaza, Quwwatul-Islam Mosque, Iron Pillar, Alai Minar, Tomb of Iltutmish, Imam Zamin's Tomb and Ala-ud-Din Madarsa. 

Nearby Places to Eat

Thai Wok Ambavata Complex, Osaka Aurobindo Marg, Red Snapper Aurobindo Marg and a number of roadside food stalls are there nearby to the Qutb complex. 

Nearby Shopping Venues

Ambavata Shopping Complex, Mehrauli, Hauz Khas Village, Sahara and DT Mall in Gurgaon. 

http://www.indfy.com/places-to-see-in-delhi/museum-in-delhi/sanskriti-museum.html
The Museums of Everyday Art, Indian Terracotta and Textiles are a conduit for the preservation and presentation of Indigenous heritage, craftsmanship, aesthetic functionality and cultural practices. 

Tradition and modernity are not two separate categories - one transmutes into another. Preservation of the cultural heritage, therefore, has its own validity. The museums at Sanskriti are a base for such a preservation as great attention has been given to the socio-cultural context of the objects.

Museums World over are becoming dynamic learning centers that need to be perceived as active agents of cultural values. The Sanskriti Museums' and their spaces also play a pro-active role in dissemination of information and creation of awareness amongst children, students, artists, scholars, designers and the interested public.

Museum is open from 10AM to 5PM on all days except Mondays and Public Holidays. 
Museum of Indian terracotta
Terracotta, a functional art, is the first creative expression of civilization. From the common earthen pot that stores drinking water to the giant-sized cultic equestrian figures of the rural Tamil deities of the Aiyyanar cult, terracotta art occupies a central position in Indian life and culture. It would be a long search for a village or locality in India where a potter is not to be found. In the world of Indian terracotta, we find the shared expression of an entire community. Terracotta art bears testimony to the varied and ancient traditions of its practice in India over five millennia. Having always had their existence outside the rigid rules of the shilpashastras or the constituted Hindu canons governing artistic expression, terracotta art enjoys enormous freedom in terms of imagination and conception.

 

Sanskriti’s Museum of Indian Terracotta is a systematic attempt to comprehend the rich living traditions of this art form in India. Displayed in the museum are over 1500 exuberant forms and sophisticated shapes created on location by master crafts persons from India. A special gallery has been installed in the museum to provide a historical perspective to the ancient tradition of terracotta art. As a regular practice, Sanskriti has been inviting some of the finest terracotta artists, both traditional and modern, from all over India to live, work, and display their work at the Kendra. Residential facilities, working space, and the display gallery are located within the Sanskriti Kendra complex.

http://www.sanskritifoundation.org/museum_terracotta.htm
Museum of Everyday Art

This Museum was established in 1984 to create an environment for the preservation of India’s heritage. To collect objects that show excellence in craftsmanship and conceptual innovation, be it in design or functionality. 

Objects of everyday life connected with the manners and customs, beliefs and practices of the urban and rural populations of India are displayed in the Sanskriti Museum of Everyday Art. Creativity and culture permeate every aspect of Indian life. In a rapidly changing traditional society, household objects reflect centuries of collective wisdom. The practical and innovative objects on display exemplify the exuberant imagination and aesthetic creativity of craft persons from all over India. The collection includes folk and tribal sacred images, accessories for rituals, lamps, incense burners, writing materials, women’s toiletries, weights and measures, ovens and tongs, locks and latches, apparatus for opium and cannabis, vessels, children’s accessories, and kitchen utensils.

Most of the objects in the Museum of Everyday Art date back to the last two centuries and therefore no attempt is made at specific dating. Currently, Sanskriti Museum of Everyday Art possesses about 2000 objects. The display categorizes the objects as in the cycle of life, from childhood to old age. 

http://www.sanskritifoundation.org/museum_everyday_art.htm
Sanskriti Museum of Indian Terracotta

Submitted by sarfrazyusuf on Fri, 23/03/2007 - 21:58. 
Terracotta Pots at the Museum 

At a few minutes drive from the Qutab Minar complex in Mehrauli lie the two beautiful museums of Sanskriti Kendra- Sanskriti Museum of Indian Terracotta & Sanskriti Museum of Everyday Art. Both the museums are part of Sanskriti Kendra's continuous efforts to preserve and present indigenous heritage, craftsmanship, aesthetic functionality and cultural practices of India. 

Sanskriti Museum of Indian Terracotta - The terracotta is an important functional art in India and is said to be the first creative expression of any civilization. The museum has over 1500 exquisite exhibits made up of terracotta on display. Made by expert craft persons and artisans from all over the country, the museum has a fine collection of polished clay pots, decorative tiles, mythological figures, relief panels, and animals. A special gallery has also been set up to throw light on the history of the ancient tradition of terracotta art.

Sanskriti Museum of Everyday Art – The Sanskriti Museum of Everyday Art was established in 1984 to highlight the beauty and appeal within simple Indian household objects that reflect fine craftsmanship and creativity and centuries of collective wisdom. Made by master craftsmen with aesthetic creativity from all over the country, the collection of the museum includes vessels, religious objects, tribal idols, jars, weights and measures, kitchen accessories, boxes, combs, mirrors, brass markers, locks and latches, toys and women's toiletries. 

There is also a textile museum within the complex with a good collection of Indian textiles from the early 19th century onwards.

Address – Anandgram, Mehrauli-Gurgaon Road, opposite Ayanagar

How to Reach – Take a bus going towards Gurgaon via MG Road or hire a cab/auto. There is no Metro station nearby. 

Timing – 10am – 5pm (Mondays Closed)

http://www.delhilive.com/sanskriti-museum-of-indian-terracotta
For more information on ‘Delhi’, please visit our special ‘Delhi Documenta’ section in the HLRC: 
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