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Rajghat

	Year of Construction
	1921


	Location
	Near Connaught Place, New Delhi


	Significance
	Last resting place of Mahatma Gandhi
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Rajghat is the last resting place of Mahatma Gandhi, the Father of the Nation. The cremation of Mahatma Gandhi took place at the Delhi Raj Ghat only, on 31st January 1950. The memorial stone of Mahatma Gandhi placed there is a simple square platform made of black stone, with the words "Hey Ram" inscribed near it. As homage to the Mahatma, an eternal flame, in a copper urn, keeps on burning there. Enclosing the memorial is a low wall, simple with no ornamentation. Every Friday, a remembrance ceremony takes place at the Delhi Raj Ghat National Memorial.

Along with that, on the birthday (2nd October) as well as death anniversary (30th January) of Mahatma Gandhi, prayers are held here. 30th January, the day Mahatma Gandhi was assassinated is remembered as Martyr's Day. The Mahatma Gandhi Samadhi, in New Delhi, is situated amidst a garden with fountains and numerous striking trees. Situated near Raj Ghat, are two museums dedicated to Gandhi that house a number of possessions as well as photographs of Mahatma Gandhi. There is also a beautiful Zinat-ul Masjid (Most Beautiful of Mosques) overlooking the Rajghat.

http://www.bharatonline.com/delhi/tourist-attractions/rajghat.html
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Mahatma Gandhi's earthly journey came to an end on January 30,1948. The body was cremated the following day here on the western bank of river Yamuna. The ashes were strewn in the seas and all the principal rivers of India. 

It was decided that the cremation ground offered the most appropriate site for a monument in his honour. Thus the Samadhi was built in token of reverence for the Mahatma. 

Gandhiji was in harmony with the elements of nature. The structure of the Samadhi reflects his ceramic simplicity. The brick platform on which his body had been burned, a black marble platform of the same size - some twelve feet by twelve feet square, and two feet deep, surrounded by a while marble fence - was erected and the shores were landscaped. Around the cenotaph were built earthworks to protect it from the flooding Yamuna, and these high protective walls have the effect of transforming an open space into an enclosed garden. The walls are so broad that a carriage could drive around them. Trees were planted in the enclosure, and little square plots of white pebble stones were added for decoration. Usually the black marble cenotaph is heaped with flowers, and the marble is polished so brilliantly that it reflected the passing clouds. 

The affairs of the Samadhi are managed by an autonomous statutory body, known as Rajghat Samadhi Committee, created by an Act of Parliament in 1951. 

GANDHIJI'S TALISMAN 

"I will give you a talisman. Whenever you are in doubt or when the self becomes too much with you, apply the following test: 

Recall the face of the poorest and the weakest man whom you may have seen and ask yourself if the step you contemplate is going to be of any use to him. Will he gain anything by it? Will it restore him to a control over his own life and destiny? In other words, will it lead to swaraj for the hungry and spiritually starving millions? 

Then you will find your doubts and your self melting away." 

EFFICACY OF NONVIOLENCE 

"I have been practising with scientific precision nonviolence and its possibilities for an unbroken period of over fifty years. I have applied it in every walk of life, - domestic, institutional, economic and political. I know of no single case in which it hs failed. Where it has seemed sometimes to have failed, I have ascribed it to my imperfections. I claim no perfection for myself. But I do claim to be a passionate seeker after Truth, which is but another name for God. In the course of that search, the discovery of nonviolence came to me. In the course to me. Its spread is my life mission. I have no interest in living except for the prosecution of that mission." 

THE SEVEN SOCIAL SINS 

· Politics without principle 

· Pleasure without conscience 

· Wealth without work 

· Knowledge without character 

· Commerce without morality 

· Science without humanity 

· Worship without sacrifice 
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His Universalism: "I do not want my house to be walled in on all sides and my windows to be stuffed. I want the cultures of all the lands to be blown about my house as freely as possible. But I refuse to be blown off my feet by any." 

On 'India of My Dreams': "I shall work for an India, in which the poorest shall fell that it is their country in whose making they have an effective voice; an India in which there shall be no high class and low class of people; an India in which all communities shall live in perfect harmony." 

On Himself: "I must reduce myself to zero. So long as man does not of his own free will put himself last among his fellow creatures, there is no salvation for him. Ahimsa is the farthest limit of humility." 

On Western Civilization: "There is nothing to prevent us from profiting by the light that may come from the West. Only we must take care that we are not overpowered by the glamour of the West. We must not mistake the glamour for true light." 

On Materialism: "Western nations are groaning today under the heel of the monster god materialism. Their moral growth has become stunted. They measure their growth in dollars... American wealth has become the standard, rather than truth, kindness, generosity, love, sensitivity, and sharing the experiences of life freely and fully." 

On Matter and Spirit: "Modern civilization as represented by the West of today in my opinion has given matter a place which by right belongs to spirit. It has therefore put violence upon the throne of triumph and held under bondage truth and innocence. 

On cause of Violence: "Violence is bred by inequality, nonviolence by equality." 

On Love: "We can only win over the opponent by love, never by hate. Hate is the subtlest from of violence. Hatred injures the hater, never the hated." 

http://www.gandhisamadhi.org/
The Raj Ghat is the last resting place of the Father of the Nation, Mahatma Gandhi. The place is not far away from the banks of River Yamuna. Mahatma Gandhi was cremated here on 31st January 1950 following his assassination on 30th January 1950 by Nathu Ram Godse. the memorial stone is a simple square platform made of black stone. The last words uttered by Mahatma "Hey Ram" are inscribed near the black platform. An eternal flame keeps burning in a copper urn in the Raj Ghat. 

In keeping with the austere simplicity in life of Mahatma Gandhi, an unostentatious memorial marks the spot. No building covers the samadhi except a low wall, which forms a compound around it.

A commemorative ceremony takes place every Friday. Prayers are held in remembrance of Mahatma on the Birth (2nd October) and Death (30th January) Anniversaries. 30th January is remembered as Martyr's Day. 

Apart from ordinary people and tourists, it has become an essential point of call for all visiting dignitaries to pay their homage to the Father of the Nation. Thus the first item on the agenda of a foreign dignitary on a state visit to India is to visit Raj Ghat. They the memorial is set in a garden with fountains and a variety of exotic trees.

Two museums dedicated to Gandhi are situated nearby. The Gandhi Memorial Museum is just across the road. It houses many belongings of Gandhi and photographs from his life. Gandhi Smriti Museum is housed in the Birla House at Tees January Marg, where Mahatma spent his last days and was shot down by Godse. The beautiful Zinat-ul Masjid or the Most Beautiful of Mosques towers over Raj Ghat. It is rarely visited by the tourists. 

http://www.indiaprofile.com/monuments-temples/rajghat.htm
Raj Ghat and associated memorials

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Coordinates: 28.640550° N 77.249433° E




Raj Ghat, Delhi

Raj Ghat, a memorial to Mahatma Gandhi is a simple black marble platform that marks the spot of his cremation on 31 January 1948. It is left open to the sky while an eternal flame burns perpetually at one end. It is located on the banks of the river Yamuna in Delhi, India. A stone footpath flanked by lawns leads to the walled enclosure that houses the memorial. Two museums dedicated to Gandhi are located near by. The memorial has the epitaph Hē Ram, (literally 'O' Ram', but also translated to 'O God'), believed to be the last words uttered by Gandhi.

It has become customary for foreign dignitaries visiting India to pay their respects to Gandhi at the Raj Ghat by laying flowers or wreaths on the platform. As a sign of respect, visitors are required to remove footwear before approaching the memorial. A commemorative ceremony is held every Friday, to mark the day Gandhi died. Prayer sessions are held at the Raj Ghat on Gandhi's birth and death anniversaries.

Raj Ghat loosely translates to King Court (where King alludes to the importance of the place). Several other samadhis or cremation spots of other famous leaders can be found in the vicinity of Raj Ghat on the banks of the Yamuna. The landscaping and planting of these memorials was performed by Sydney Percy-Lancaster, the Secretary of the Agri Horticultural Society of India, and the last Englishman to hold the post of Superintendent of Horticultural Operations, Government of India.

Jawaharlal Nehru's samadhi is to the north of the Raj Ghat and is known as the Shantivan or Shanti Vana meaning the forest of peace. The area has a beautiful park adorned with trees planted by visiting dignitaries and heads of state. His grandson Sanjay Gandhi's samadhi is adjacent to it.

Other samadhis in the vicinity are (mentioned in the chronological order of death):

	Leader
	Highest position held
	Name of the Memorial
	Meaning
	Distinctive feature

	Lal Bahadur Shastri
	Prime Minister of India
	Vijay Ghat
	Victory Platform
	The victory alluded to in the name of the memorial is India's performance under his leadership in the Indo-Pakistani War of 1965. Later, Shankar Dayal Sharma was cremated in the vicinity.

	Indira Gandhi
	Prime Minister of India
	Shakti Sthal
	Place of Power
	A huge greyish-red monolithic stone

	Jagjivan Ram
	Deputy Prime Minister of India
	Samta Sthal
	Place of Equality
	---

	Choudhary Charan Singh
	Prime Minister of India
	Kisan Ghat
	Farmer’s platform
	Another leader of farmers, Chaudhari Devi Lal was also cremated here.

	Rajiv Gandhi
	Prime Minister of India
	Veer Bhumi
	Land of Brave
	A large lotus in full bloom carved out of stone surrounded by 46 small lotuses to signify the years he lived; rocks from all the states of India are spread around.

	Giani Zail Singh
	President of India
	Ekta Sthal
	Place of Unity
	---


