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Panchsheel Park, Siri Fort and Shahpur Jat

Siri Fort
Siri Fort, in the city of New Delhi, was built during the rule of Ala-ud-Din Khalji of the Delhi Sultanate to defend the city from the onslaught of the Mongols. It was the second of the seven cities of medieval Delhi built around 1303 (stated to be the first entirely constructed by Muslims), which at present is seen only in ruins with a few remnants 
Near the Siri Fort ruins modern auditoriums, the Asiad Games Village Complex and residential and commercial establishments fill the modern landscape between the Khel Gaon Marg and the Auro Bindo Marg in the heart of South Delhi.
Siri, which is now a part of New Delhi, was later linked to the fortifications of Jahanpanah. Siri was then also known as “Darul Khilafat” or ‘’Seat of Califate’’. In 1398 AD, Timurlane, the Mongol ruler who invaded Delhi, wrote in his memoirs, “ the Siri is a round city. Its buildings are lofty. They are surrounded by fortifications built of stone and brick, and they are very strong – from the fort of Siri to that of Old Delhi, which is a considerable distance – there runs a strong wall built of stone and cement. The part called Jahanpanah is situated in the midst of the inhabited city. The fortifications of the three cities (old Delhi, Siri and Tughlaqabad) have thirty gates. Jahanpanah has thirteen gates, Siri has seven gates. The fortifications of the Old Delhi have ten gates, some opening to the exterior and some towards the interior of the city.”
LEGEND

According to the legend of Ala-ud-din’s war exploits, the name Siri given to the Fort was because the foundation of the fort was built on the severed heads (‘Siri’ in Hindi means “head”) of about 8,000 Mongol soldiers killed in the war.
Another version of the legend refers to the war crimes committed by Allauddin when the Mongol army was defeated and the captured soldiers were brought to Siri and trampled by elephants, then their severed heads were hung on the walls of the Siri Fort.

STRUCTURE




View of Tohfe Wala Masjid in Siri Fort area near Shahpur Jat village

Siri Fort was built 5 km (3.1 mi) to the north-east of the Qutab Minar on an old camp near Delhi. The first city is considered to be built by Muslims, it was in an oval shape; its ruins are presently seen in an area of about 1.7 km2 (0.7 sq mi).

Allauddin, the second ruler of the Khilji dynasty, laid the foundation for the City of Siri in 1303 AD. The structures built in Siri were stated to have had a fine imprint of the enthusiasm of the rulers of Khalji dynasty (particularly, the first three out of six Rulers of the Dynasty) with Allauddin's deep interests in architecture and his achievements supported by the imported skills of the artists of Saljuqs richly contributing to the efforts to build the new city. Legend states that Allauddin's prolific building involved engagement of 70,000 workers. The city was built with an oval plan with palaces and other structures. There were seven gates for entry and exit, but at present only the Southeastern gate exists.

The fort was once considered the pride of the city for its palace of a thousand pillars called the Hazar Sutan. The palace was built outside the fort limits, and had marble floors and other stone decoration. Its Darwaza (door) is supposed to have been beautifully decorated. In eastern part of the ruins there are remnants of flame shaped battlements, loop holes for arrows, and bastions, which were considered unique new additions of that period.

In the nearby Shahpur Jat village (pictured), some dilapidated structures of the period are seen. Tohfewala Gumbad Masjid (pictured) is one such structure whose ruins show the form of domed central apartment and sloping wall characteristic of Khaljis architecture.

Apart from building the Siri Fort, the citadel around it and the water supply system with a reservoir at Hauz Khas for providing water supply to Siri, his new city, Ala-ud-din also expanded the building activity around the religious city of the first city complex of Qutb complex by making additions to the Quwwatul-Islam Mosque, which doubled its original size, additions to the Qutub Minar itself (Nagari inscriptions on the tower attribute to this tower as "Vijaya sthamba" or victory tower of Ala-ud-din) and a grandiose plan of constructing a new Minar (tower) bigger (double) that of the Qutub Minar. This plan was left half completed, as may be seen from the ruins at the site, due to the death of Allauddin in 1316.

The destruction of the Fort is attributed to the local rulers who removed the fort's stones, bricks and other artifacts for their own buildings. In particular, Sher Shah Suri (1540-1545), of Pashtun Afghan descent from Eastern India (Bihar), took away material from Siri to build his own city

The battered walls of the fort had a wider base on the outside. A protected passage was provided within the battered walls (now seen in ruins as pictured).
Excavation

The rest of the structures remained unexplored by Archeologists and these were unknowingly buried when the Asiad Village Complex was built in 1982 for the Asiad 1982. ASI has now launched an excavation programme, since December 2008, to unearth some portions of the wall concealed for centuries which will enable exposing the entire wall providing a continuous link with the earlier excavated stretches of the wall.  

Asiad village complex
	Siri Fort Asia Village complex

	


	



	Siri Fort encircled by Sports Complex and Gulmohar Park
	Siri Fort Sports Complex


Near the ruins of the ancient fort city, the Asian Village Complex, popularly known as the Siri Fort Complex, was developed during the Asiad 1982 (the 1982 Asian Games) sports event. The complex was developed in the land around the Siri Fort ruins for the sports event involved. Among these buildings are a large sports complex of courts for tennis, badminton and basketball, a swimming pool, a golf course, gymnasium, aerobics centre, jogging tracks, cricket grounds, large auditoriums, upscale residential buildings, deluxe food joints and commercial establishments. This complex is now under further refurbishing and expansion for the 2010 Commonwealth Games, amidst protests and court interventions.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siri_Fort
Siri Fort

Siri is the second city of Delhi and was built by Sultan Alaud-Din Khilji in about 1303, to the north of Mehrauli. The few remains of the city can be seen in the Siri Fort complex near the Asian Games Village area, east of Hauz Khas. Visitors can reach the fort complex by either taking the Khel Gaon Marg on the west or Josip Broz Tito Marg on the east. High Rubble-built walls in stretches in the southern direction and western direction, some bastions and flame-shaped battlements are all that are left of the strong fortress city today which compelled ferocious fighters like the Mongols to accept defeat. The city derives its name from the Hindi word sir meaning head because about 8000 heads of Mongol soldiers were buried in the walls of the city.

Location: Near the Asian Village complex, east of Hauz Khas. Visitors can reach the fort complex either by taking the Khel Gaon Marg on the west or Josip Broz Tito Marg on the east

Time to Visit: Open on all days

Preferred Timings: sunrise to sunset

Admission: Free and open to all

How to Reach: Tourists can either take local buses from various points within the city to reach this structure located in South Delhi, or they can hire auto-rickshaws and taxis or take the metro rail. 

Nearest Railway Station: Nizamuddin Railway Station

Nearest Metro Station: Central Secretariat 

Functional Metro Station: Central Secretariat 

Nearest International Airport: Indira Gandhi International Airport
Time required for sightseeing: Approx. 30 minutes 

The city was built on a large scale with palaces and other structures and had seven gates for the people to enter or exit the city. Though no remains of the structures have been found except the southeastern gate but it is said that the main palace of the fort was very beautiful and profusely decorated with precious gems and expensive stones. There are also some dilapidated structures belonging to the Khilji period in the Shahpur Jat village on the west. Among them the most popular is the ruins of Tohfewala Gumbad Masjid. The domed central apartment and the sloping wall of the mosque are the structures left for the visitor to admire the architectural style of the Khiljis.

Nearby Tourist Attractions 

Hauz Khas, Kalkaji Temple, Lotus Temple, Nizamuddin's Shrine and Chirag Dehlvi's Dargah

Nearby Places to Eat

There are many good restaurants in Ansal Plaza mall on Khel Gaon Marg, McDonald's and sophisticated eating joints in Greater Kailash-1's market, Nirula's, Nescafe, Barista and many popular restaurants in PVR Saket Complex and good restaurants in Panchsheel and Hauz Khas Market.

Nearby Shopping Venues

Ansal Plaza, one of the best malls of Delhi on Khel Gaon Marg, Panchsheel Market, Nehru Place (electronic items), Kalkaji Market and C R Park Market (residential markets), Greater Kailash-1 Market (all types of consumer goods, especially garments)

Source: http://www.indfy.com/places-to-see-in-delhi/south-delhi/siri-fort.html
Siri Fort - The Fort of Ala-Ud-Din Khilji


	FACTS & FIGURES 
Built In 14th Century AD 
Built By Ala-Ud-Din Khilji 
Location Delhi 

CITY OF ALA-UD-DIN KHILJI
Ala-ud-din Khilji was a powerful ruler who belonged to the Khilji dynasty that ruled the Delhi Sultanate. He was also a great patron of architecture and to him goes the credit of getting the Siri Fort in Delhi constructed. The fort was mainly built by Ala-ud-din to protect the people of his capital from the frequent invasions of the Mongols, who easily penetrated the weak defenses of India's borders time and again to reach all the way up to Delhi. He succeeded in his mission of protecting his subjects after building the Siri Fort. 

MILITARY ARCHITECTURE
Ala-ud-din Khilji built Siri Fort not only as the imperial capital of his kingdom, but also to protect the people of his capital city from the threat of the Mongols marauders. Siri Fort was a formidable fort, having strong ramparts and unassailable walls. The fort also served as the administrative center of the Delhi Sultanate, under the rule of Ala-ud-din Khilji (AD 1296-1316). Though not much remains of this fort presently, it still conveys the architectural skills of the people who made it. 

SIRI FORT
Siri Fort is one of the many forts of Delhi, which were built during the time of the Delhi Sultanate (AD 1191-1526) in the medieval age. The kingdom of Delhi was constantly threatened by hoards of Mongol tribesmen who had been descending in waves to loot India since the 13th century. The Slave dynasty (AD 1193-1290), which was the first dynasty of the Delhi Sultanate, also faced this threat in the later half of its reign. Balban, the last important ruler of this dynasty successfully countered the Mongol threat. In the course of time, the reins of the Delhi Sultanate passed into the hands of the Khilji Dynasty (AD 1290-1316).

Ala-ud-din Khilji ascended the throne of the Delhi Sultanate in AD 1296. He was a strong monarch, who was constantly expanding his empire. Ala-ud-din was also a great builder. He built the fort city at Siri, which served as the administrative center of the Khilji kingdom and was the first city in Delhi to be built by the Muslim rulers of India. The rulers of the Slave dynasty, who were the first Muslim rulers of India and the first dynasty of the Delhi Sultanate before the Khiljis, used Lal Kot, the fort city of the last Hindu rulers of Delhi. He also began to put into shape his grand plans of beautifying the Qutab Minar complex. He added the Alai Darwaza, a magnificent gateway with inlaid marble decorations and latticed stone screens, which showcases the remarkable craftsmanship of the Turkish artisans who worked on it. He also planned to build the Alai Minar, which was conceived as a greater tower than the already existing Qutab Minar but the construction of this tower was abandoned after the completion of the 24.5-meter high first story.

In AD 1303, the Mongols under their leader Taraghai plundered Delhi and almost captured it. However the marauders did not capture the city and without reason turned back and left. Meanwhile, Ala-ud-din Khilji was away from Delhi, busy in one of his military campaigns in the Deccan region in South India. Returning back to Delhi from his Deccan campaign, Ala-ud-din Khilji decided to build a defensive fortress at Siri with strong fortified ramparts and impregnable bastions. This was the third fort to be built within the city of Delhi. The construction of the Siri Fort and the city within it began in AD 1304. The place he chose was a plain ground around five km to the north-east of the Qutab Minar where forces attacking or defending Delhi used to camp. 

The fort city of Siri was never attacked by enemies but destroyed by successive rulers who plundered it to take away free building material for their forts. Tamurlane, who invaded Delhi in AD 1398, found Siri a magnificent fortress and damaged it. Later on, Sher Shah Suri (an Afghan chieftain from eastern India who ruled Delhi from AD 1540-1555 and was a contemporary of the second Mughal Emperor, Humayun) took construction material from Siri to build his own city. Only some portions of the Siri walls can be seen today as all else has been destroyed and stones have been removed.

IMPORTANT MONUMENTS WITHIN SIRI FORT
Siri Fort had a number of administrative buildings within it apart from the palace and the living quarters of the Khilji royal family. As subsequent rulers of Delhi carted off much of building material from this fort, one can hardly find any substantial architectural remains of important buildings of that time. The most famous structure within the Siri Fort was the 1,000-pillar palace of Ala-ud-din, called Hazar Sutun. The only major surviving building of Siri is at Hauz Khas (located in south Delhi) where Ala-ud-din built a vast 50-hectare reservoir called Hauz-e-Alai for the benefit of the people of Siri.

HOW TO REACH
Delhi is well connected by air, rail, and road to all the important centers in India and abroad. Travelers can reach Siri Fort, in many ways. Travelers can either take local buses from various points within the city to reach this monument, which is located in the southern part of the city or they can hire auto-rickshaws and taxis for the purpose. One can take buses from important bus stations like the Inter State Bus Terminal, Connaught Place etc. to reach this monument. 


Source: http://india.mapsofindia.com/monuments/siri-fort.html
Shahpur Jat
Shahpur Jat is an old urban village settlement dating back to 900years. It is located near the panchsheel area of South Delhi. Many generations have witnessed the rise and fall of this settlement.
Of late it has emerged as an organic settlement tailoring its street layout and built fabric of its own. It is listed in the Lal Dora area of Delhi.

Within recent year Shahpur Jat is a witnessing a significant change in its social and economic set up. The entire well – known fashion designer of Delhi have started establishing their own outlets and showrooms in this village.

History
According to the elders of the village some Hindu king founded the area where present day Shah Pur Jat is located, 10,000 years ago. There was a fort and palace here. 5000 years back ‘Pandavs’ took the stones of that fort to the area where there is old fort.
The excavations in the Old Fort area from where pieces of painted greyware dated around 1000 BC, related to Mahabharata were found support this. Relics and remains of later period found here confirm the belief that Purana Quila was built on the site of Indraprastha, the capital of Pandavs. The history between 715 AD to 1311AD is not clear.
When Allau din Khilji conquered almost the whole of North India he erected a fortified city on this site. The city- ‘Siri’ was built on a large scale with palaces and other structures and had seven gates for the people to enter or exit the city. Though no remains of the structures have been found except the southeastern gate but it is said that the main palace of the fort was very beautiful and profusely decorated with precious gems and expensive stones.Even today Shah Pur Jat has Tohfewala Gumbad Masjid and ruins of domed structures belonging to the Khilji period.
Mughals ruled Delhi in succession starting from Qutab-ub-din to Khilji, Tughlaqs. The city of Delhi passed on to the hands of the British in 1803 AD. It was only in 1911, when the capital of British empire was shifted from Calcutta to Delhi, that Delhi got its present prestige.
During this period a Jaat family from village Indri shifted to this area. As they expanded the village began to be known as Shahpur Jat. For sixty years the jats and balmikies lived in this green haven happily and peacefully.

Degradation
In 1978, the government acquired the land of most of the jats of the area and hefty amounts were paid. On the acquired land posh colonies like Asian Games Village, Panchsheel Park and Hauz Khas came up. The villagers with their compensation money expanded their small open houses to cramped up, matchbox like, haphazard concrete structures. As they had no land to make them work, and money more than they required the whole generation got into drinking, gambling and gossiping.



1 Nagar Nigam Prathmik Vidyalaya (Boys)
2. Nagar Nigam Prathmik Vidyalaya (Gis)
3. Co-ed. Higher Secondary School
4. Total No. of Students is 3,000.
5. Total (Native) Population is: 15,000
6. Total (Non-resident) population: 15,000.
7. Total No. of households: 755.
9. Total clinic are 11: 2 homeopathic, 2 Allopathic.
10. Total cast profile
Jat: - about 300 households
Harijan about 200.households
Valmiki: about 90. households
Others: about 150 ( Badhai, Baniya, kumhar, Braman, Nai)11. Total garbage: 70-75 Quintal per day (From five Bins).

The green clean village of 50’s had become dirty, denuded, crowded and polluted by mid 80’s. 70% of its 500 metric tons of garbage produced every day remained unclear. To remedy this problem rag pickers came from a slum 7 kms away early in the morning and they work through the day The adoption of throw away culture by the residents of this village has led to the plastics choking its sewers and green areas, making it an unhygienic area to live in.

The rate at which vehicles were increasing in Shah Pur Jat was inversely proportionate to the rate, at which its green areas had decreased. Result was over crowded, broken roads And air and noise pollution.

The seven historic wells of the village had dried up and the village had moved towards water stress zone. On one hand there was not enough water to drink for most residents on the other hand there was excessive water wastage by some prominent rich families.

Mission 
To help Shah Pur Jat regain its pristine glory, residents adopt healthier, eco-friendly lives, building up capacities through proper skill development, gradation of skills, creating resource-based jobs, linking livelihoods with the existing markets with in this urban village so that it becomes a shoppers paradise and lifestyle hub of the city.

Funding
The initial resources to start our work at Shah Pur Jat have been managed from Vatavaran’s already well-established waste management scheme at University of Delhi South campus. The monthly emoluments for Vatavaran teams come from the administration. Our teams collect the waste from house to house, segregate it into biodegradable and recyclables compost the biodegradable and sell the recyclables. The money that we get from the kabari (Individuals dealing in recyclables are known as Kabaries in Hindi-India’s National language) is being used to hire a office in Shahpur Jat, employ project personnel and to get some awareness campaigns materials.
However we are depending on the residents, businesses and others for finance. We are also starting some innovative schemes to create small finance for the bettermen of Shahpur Jat. 

Posted by Shahpur Jat at 12:23 AM 
Source: http://shapurjat.blogspot.com/2008/07/shahpur-jat-is-old-urban-village.html
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