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IHC Walk: January 31, 3:30 p.m.

Location : Mehrauli Badarpur (M.B.) Road
Built By : Ghiyas-ud-din Tughlaq
 Best Time To Visit : September - April

Tughlaqabad
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Depicting the might and grandeur of the Mughal Sultanate, Tughlaqabad city and the fort are known for its typical Indo-Islamic architecture style. Perched on a rocky hill on Qutub-Badarpur Road, Tughlaqabad Fort was built by Ghiyas-ud-Din Tughlaq, the founder of the Tughlaq dynasty in India. To the north of the fort, lies the city of Tughlaqabad.

Background
Located on the outskirts of Delhi, Tughlaqabad Fort was completed in four years, between 1321 to 1324. Ghiyas-ud-Din had selected this site for the fort when he was a mere soldier. This octagonal fort, 8 km from the Qutub complex, was built to provide an imperial and magnificent capital and a defensive structure to the emperor.

Architecture
This grand fort has a border of approximately 6.5 km and covers an area of about 1,902 acres/770 hectares. It is the largest fort in Delhi, and is known for a number of palaces, towers, tanks, mosques and buildings. Even the walls of Tughlaqabad Fort are thicker (35 feet) in comparison to any of the forts in India. The barricade varies from 15 to 30 metres in height from the base. The maximum height including the plinth and the ridge towers upto 60 to 70 metres.

The eastern part of the fort is accessible from the Qutub-Badarpur road. This eastern section is rectangular in shape and surrounded by high walls and bastions. The western side of the Tughlaqabad Fort is wider, with palaces and private rooms. This grand fort also had a reservoir that used to be on the southern side of the fort. A wide anthill on the south eastern-corner of the fort leads to a small fortress, Adilabad. One can also spot a high tower 'Bijai-Mandal' inside the fort. This tower has a long underground passageway which is not open to the public any more.

The fort and Tughlaqabad City, popularly known as the third city of Delhi, it is now mostly in ruins.
http://www.northindiatours.org/delhi-tourism/tughlaqabad.html
    In  the  1320s  Ghiasuddin Tughlak ,  a  Turk  governor who had his strong hold  in  the  western provinces  invaded  Delhi,  and won  it from Nasiruddin Mohammed(a Pawar Rajput who had adopted Islam and had gained  kinghood by slaining the last Khilji ruler). Tughlak, known  as  a headstrong tyrant, created the third city of  Tughlakabad.  He  created a fort here (the splendid ruins still remain ) with high battlements and   his descendant Mohammad Tughlak went on  to   capture   much  of  India.  He also raised a city,   Jahanpanah,  which  largely comprised a walled enclosure between Qila Rai Pithora and Siri.   This is sometimes called the fourth city of Delhi. Tughlakabad, however, continued to be the main city.  There  were  eleven  rulers from the  Tughlak dynasty but only the first three generations were interested in architecture-raising  mosques, caravansarais, madrasas and laying canals.
http://delhigovt.nic.in/dept/prj/visitor/city.asp?opt=7
Tughlaqabad Fort is a ruined fort in Delhi, strecthing across 6.5 km, built by Ghiyas-ud-din Tughlaq, the founder of Tughlaq dynasty, of the Delhi Sultanate of India in 1321, which was later abandoned in 1327.

History

Ghazi Malik aka Ghias-ud-din Tughlaq was a feudatory of the Khilji rulers of Delhi, India. Once while on a walk with his Khilji master, Ghazi Malik suggested that the king build a fort on a hillock in the southern portion of Delhi. The king jokingly told Ghazi Malik to build the fort himself when he was the king.

As destiny would have it, Ghazi Malik drove away the Khiljis and assumed the title of Ghias-ud-din Tughlaq, starting the Tughlaq dynasty in 1321 AD. He immediately started the construction of his fabled city, which he dreamt of as an impregnable, yet beautiful fort to keep away the Mongol marauders. However, destiny would not be as he would have liked.

The Curse of Nizamuddin Auliya

Ghias-ud-din is usually perceived as a liberal ruler. However, he was so passionate about his dream fort that he issued a dictat that all labourers in Delhi must work on his fort. Saint Nizamuddin Auliya, a Sufi mystic, got incensed as the work on his baoli (well) was stopped. The confrontation between the sufi saint and the royal emperor has become a legend in India. The saint uttered a curse which was to resonate throughout history right until today : Ya rahey usar, ya basey gujjar (may it [the fort] remain unoccupied/infertile, or else the herdsmen may live here)

The Death of the Emperor

Another of the saint's curses was Hunuz Dilli dur est (Delhi is still far away). The Emperor was engrossed in a campaign in Bengal at this time. He was successful and was on his way to Delhi. However, his son, Muhammad bin Tughlaq, met him at Kara in Uttar Pradesh. Allegedly at the prince's orders, a shamiana (roof) fell on the Emperor, who was crushed to death (1324 AD).

The Fate of Tughlaqabad

While one of the saint's curses came true immediately, the other curse, Ya rahey usar, ya basey gujjar, was to be fulfilled over time. In 1327 AD, Muhammad bin Tughlaq abandoned Tughlaqabad and shifted to his new capital a stone's throw away at Jahanpanah. Tughlaqabad became a silent spectator of history and saw empires rise and fall like a gothic ghost. However, no one came to reside in the fort. The fort was always deserted, a silent reminder of a king who challenged a saint.

Architecture

Tughluqabad still consists of remarkable, massive stone fortifications that surround the irregular ground plan of the city. The sloping rubble-filled city walls, a typical feature of monuments of the Tughluq dynasty, are between 10 and 15 meters high, topped by battlemented parapets and strengthened by circular bastions of up to two stories height. The city is supposed to once have had as many as 52 gates of which only 13 remain today. The fortified city contained seven rainwater tanks.

Tughluqabad is divided into three parts:
1) the wider city area with houses built along a rectangular grid between its gates 

2) the citadel with a tower at its highest point known as Bijai-Mandal and the remains of several halls and a long underground passage 

3) the adjacent palace area containing the royal residences. A long underground passage below the tower still remains. 

Today most of the city is inaccessible due to dense thorny vegetation. An ever increasing part of the former city area is occupied by modern settlement, especially in the vicinity of its lakes.
South of Tughluqabad was a vast artificial water reservoir within the fortified outpost of Ghiyath al-Din Tughluq's Tomb. This well preserved mausoleum remains connected to the fort by an elevated causeway that still stands today.

Well visible in the southeast are the remains of the Fortress of 'Adilabad, built years later in a similar style.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tughlaqabad
TUGHLAQABAD 

The origin of the historic city of Tughlaqabad and the Tughlaqabad Fort goes to the period of the Delhi Sultanate (AD 1191–1526). The Tughlaqs (AD 1321–1414) who followed the Khiljis (AD 1290–1321) were great builders and the city of Tughlaqabad and Tughlaqabad Fort were their first major architectural achievement. 

The story behind the foundation of Tughlaqabad is an interesting one. Ghazi Malik, the founder of the Tughlaq dynasty, was once a slave of Mubarak Khilji, the last Khilji sultan. One day, while walking by the area where the Tughlaqabad Fort is now located, Ghazi Malik suggested to his master that the rocky prominence would be an ideal site for building a fort. The Khilji sultan laughed at his slave and suggested that the slave build a fort there when he became a sultan. When Ghazi Malik, as Ghiyas-ud-din Tughlaq, founded the Tughlaq Dynasty in 1321, he did just that—Tughlaqabad is Delhi’s most colossal and awesome fort, even in its ruined state. 

The fort of Tughlaqabad was completed rapidly in a short span of four years (1321–25). The fort’s massive battlements and bastions (some as high as 15–30 m, built of enormous blocks of stone and walls 10 m thick in places) do not look as if they are the handiwork of mortals. Within its sky-touching walls, double-storied bastions, and gigantic towers were housed grand palaces, splendid mosques, and audience halls. The city lay on the eastern outskirts of the massive fort. 

Tughlaqabad is a formidable reminder of Delhi’s embattled past and the terror and valor associated with that period. It was a period of political unrest and the Delhi Sultanate had to face a number of attacks from hoards of marauding Mongols, who descended on it in waves from the north. Ghiyas-ud-din, in order to counter the Mongol threat, repeatedly routed them and raised pyramids of enemy’s heads and used elephants to crush the captives to death. The massive fortifications of Tughlaqabad, with immense circular bastions, were raised by Ghiyas-ud-din to protect his subjects. 

http://www.cs.utah.edu/~noliver/india/Forts/Tuglaqabad/Tuglaqabad.html
Tughlaqabad Fort

Fort Stands In Isolation

'Ya base gujjar, ya rahe ujjar.' (May [this city] be the abode of nomads or remain in wilderness.)

These words, with which the great Sufi saint Hazrat Nizamuddin Auliya cursed Ghiyas-ud-din's city, seem to still echo all over the ghostly ruins of Tughlaqabad. The citadel frowns down ominously like some Gothic palace all over the Qutub-Badarpur road and seems to prefer its splendid isolation. Which is of course not exactly what Ghiyas-ud-din Tughlaq had in mind when he started out building it. It would have broken the old sultan's heart if he had seen just how swiftly the saint's curse went into action; soon after his death in fact. 

http://www.indiasite.com/delhi/places/tughlaqabadfort.html
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