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IHC Walk: Aug 9, 2009, 7:00 am
North Delhi Ridge

Preferred Timings: 10.00 am to 4.00 pm

Nearest Railway Station: New Delhi Railway Station

Nearest Metro Station: Rajiv Chowk 

Functional Metro Station: Rajiv Chowk

Nearest International Airport: Indira Gandhi International Airport

Time required for sightseeing: 1 hour

The northern extension of the Aravalli hill range, the oldest mountain chain in the country, Delhi Ridge is an integral and one of the most important areas of the National Capital Territory. Sprawling into the capital from the Southeast at Tughlaqabad, near the Bhatti mines, branching out in places and tapering off in the north near Wazirabad on the right bank of the River Yamuna, the ridge has been of strategic importance to the area. It functions as the 'green lungs' of this bustling and ever growing city. It not only shields the city from the hot winds of the deserts of Rajasthan to a great extent but also brings respite to the people from soaring temperatures by retaining moisture and bringing down the temperature in this region.

Divided into four zones, namely the southern ridge, the south central ridge, the central or the new ridge, and the northern or the Old Delhi ridge, it is considered to be a significant and precious part of the environmental heritage of the capital. The ridge together with the Yamuna River is one of the main reasons for the flourishing of so many civilizations in the region. It is also because of the above combination that Delhi is known as the most bird-rich capital in the world after Nairobi. Though the ridge has been affected and most of the animals have vanished over the years, due to increasing human activities but still there are at least 200 hundred species of birds that have been sighted in this area of the capital. An ideal place for bird watchers and nature lovers, visiting the ridge can be a refreshing experience, viewing nature's astonishing beauty and enjoying its serenity and peacefulness in the midst of this noisy city.

Though now a protected forest, the ridge or the green belt was not a completely natural forest. Large-scale afforestation was done during the Sultanate period to ensure that the wild animals remain in the forest, because the area was used as a hunting ground by many emperors. Feroz Shah Tughlaq, who was very fond of hunting, also planted hundreds of trees in the Old Delhi ridge area during his reign. Later during the construction of New Delhi, the British too planted several trees on the ridge and declared it a Reserved Forest, realizing its importance for the ecology of the region.

At present, efforts are being made to save this green area from exploitation. Lately residents of Delhi have come to appreciate the role of the Delhi Ridge in diminishing the pollution levels of the air and in providing a green space to for birds and wildlife within the city. 

http://www.indfy.com/places-to-see-in-delhi/parks-and-gardens/delhi-ridge.html
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Delhi Ridge
This green lung within the confines of our capital, the Delhi Ridge Reserved Forest is truly a getaway from the blaring sounds and dizzying heights of rising towers that characterize the city. 

History and Cultural Heritage:
It was in the early fourteenth century that emperor Feroze Tughlaq fenced off a region, today referred to as the Northern Ridge, where he planted several trees, in order to improve the hunting potential of the region. This was the first record of an attempt to afforest the region. When Delhi became the capital in 1912, afforestation began in full swing. According to Municipal records, as many as 3,000 indigenous trees were transplanted. The region was declared as a Reserved Forest when the Lutyens took charge. Unfortunately, a section of the Ridge was blasted in the 1920s and 1930s, when city developers decided to give ‘development’ a priority. 

Terrain and Geography: 
The ridge comprises the tail end of the Mewat branch of the Aravallis. Thick thorn scrubs and patches of woodland characterize this jagged tableland located towards the southern region of the city and heads northwest towards the west bank of Yamuna. It is a combination of thick thorn scrub and rocks (less open than Asola) and patches of woodland The region is divided into four distinct zones. About 6,200 ha. of the Southern Ridge, which extends beyond the city limits, towards Haryana includes 1,900 ha. of the recently notified Asola Wildlife Sanctuary (1,900 ha.). The south central Ridge 626 ha. in extent, includes the Kishangarh forest (or Sanjay Van), one of the best preserved patches of forest in Delhi. Central Ridge or New Delhi lies within the heart of the city and is approximately 869 ha. The smallest section, the 87 ha. northern Ridge lies like an emerald scimitar between Civil Lines and the University Campus in north Delhi.

Vegetation, Flora and Fauna:
The Ridge, a densely forested region within the Union Territory of Delhi contains several species of trees that include Kirar, the healing neem, babul, ber, amaltash, dhok and the magnificent gulmohar among others. Mammals such as the leopard, rhesus macaque, palm-squirrel, fox, jackal, wolf, blackbuck, chinkara, nilgai, wildboar, porcupine and a myriad of lesser denizens make themselves at home here. 

The bird life in this region is rich and varied, inviting both casual birders and seasoned birders alike. Passerine species like flycatchers swooping time and again to catch a juicy meal, brightly coloured birds such as the Rose Finch and Green Herons, woodpeckers, barbets, Leaf Warblers and others like the Crested Serpent Eagles, Booted Eagles, Oriental Honey-buzzards, vultures and Great Horned Owls known to be magnificent raptors are among the 200 species of birds found in this insect-rich region. 

How to get there: The easiest way to access this area is by the first road. It is located off Willingdon Crescent and soon after the Sardar Patel Road junction. 

http://www.sanctuaryasia.com/travel/detailtravel.php?id=130
Revolt of 1857

The Indian Rebellion of 1857 was a period of armed uprisings against colonial authority of the British East India Company in India between early 1857 and mid 1858. The period and events are often referred to as the First War of Indian Independence in India and as the Indian Mutiny in Britain. It was concentrated mainly in north central India, with some outbreaks elsewhere. Small precursors of brewing discontent involving incidences of arson in cantonment areas began to manifest themselves in January 1857. Although rebellions were not rare in Company controlled India these events escalated into a large-scale rebellion which broke out in May. This rebellion brought about the end of both the East India Company's rule in India, and the Timurid dynasty replacing it with direct rule by the British government (British Raj) of much of the Indian subcontinent for the next 90 years, although some states retained nominal independence under their respective Rajas, or kings.
It took time to organise the British troops already in India into field forces, but eventually two columns left Meerut and Simla. They proceeded slowly towards Delhi and fought, killed, and hanged numerous Indians along the way. Eventually, two months after the first outbreak of rebellion at Meerut, the two forces met near Karnal. The combined force (which included two Gurkha units serving in the Bengal Army under contract from the Kingdom of Nepal), fought the main army of the rebels at Badli-ke-Serai and drove them back to Delhi.

The British established a base on the Delhi ridge to the north of the city and the Siege of Delhi began. The siege lasted roughly from July 1 to September 21. However, the encirclement was hardly complete, and for much of the siege the British were outnumbered and it often seemed that it was the British and not Delhi that was under siege, and the rebels could easily receive resources and reinforcements. For several weeks, it seemed that disease, exhaustion and continuous sorties by rebels from Delhi would force the British to withdraw, but the outbreaks of rebellion in the Punjab were forestalled or suppressed, allowing the Punjab Movable Column of British, Sikh and Pakhtun soldiers under John Nicholson to reinforce the besiegers on the Ridge on August 14.[11]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Rebellion_of_1857" \l "_note-8" \o "" [12]
An eagerly-awaited heavy siege train also joined the besieging force, and from September 7, the siege guns battered breaches in the walls and silenced the rebels' artillery. An attempt to storm the city through the breaches and the Kashmiri gate was launched on September 14. The attackers gained a foothold within the city but suffered heavy casualties, including John Nicholson. The British commander wished to withdraw, but was persuaded to hold on by his junior officers. After a week of street fighting, the British reached the Red Fort. Bahadur Shah had already fled to Humayun's tomb. The British had retaken the city.

The troops of the besieging force proceeded to loot and pillage the city. A large number of the citizens were butchered in retaliation for the Europeans and Indian 'collaborators' that had been slaughtered by the rebel sepoys. Artillery was set up in the main mosque in the city and the neighbourhoods within the range of artillery were bombarded. These included the homes of the Muslim nobility from all over India, and contained innumerable cultural, artistic, literary and monetary riches. An example would be the loss of most of the works of Mirza Asadullah Khan Ghalib, thought of as the greatest Indian poet of that era.[citation needed]
The British soon arrested Bahadur Shah, and the next day British officer William Hodson shot his sons Mirza Mughal, Mirza Khizr Sultan, and Mirza Abu Bakr under his own authority at the Khooni Darwaza (the bloody gate) near Delhi Gate. Their heads were reportedly presented to their father the next day.[citation needed]
Shortly after the fall of Delhi, the victorious attackers organised a column which relieved another besieged British force in Agra, and then pressed on to Cawnpore, which had also recently been recaptured. This gave the British a continuous, although still tenuous, line of communication from the east to west of India.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Rebellion_of_1857
North Delhi

Submitted by Ravindra Phadnis on Wed, 02/08/2006 - 16:36. 

Interestingly, North Delhi stood divided not long ago. Civil Lines, the British called it then, demarcated the region for civilians and military separately. Now Coronation Pillar, Mutiny Memorial, Metcalfe House and Viceregal Lodge, Shalimar Bagh, Roshanara Bagh, Qudsia Bagh, Delhi Ridge and ancient monuments such as Ashoka Pillar Shah Alam's Tomb Flagstaff Tower, Chauburji Masjid, Pir Ghaib, Old Secretariat, Majnu Ka Tila, Hindu Rao's House, Nicholson Cemetry refreshes memories of previous empires.

On the northern ridge is Mutiny Memorial, now renamed as Ajitgad. This octagonal, tapering tower was built to commemorate the British and the Indians who fought on their side in 1857 Sepoy Mutiny.

The Flagstaff Tower, a cake -shaped building located on the highest point of the ridge, a history and importance of its own. The mutineers made their last stand against the British at this tower before retreating into the old city to face eventual defeat.

Not far away from here is University of Delhi. One of the premier universities, it prides in having few Nobel Prize winners as its alumni.

Delhi's affair with Gates continues. Kashmiri Gate, which mostly gets missed amidst the busy Inter State Bus Terminal, is a witness to many royal processions of emperors their trips to Kashmir.

Opposite of Kashmiri gate is Lothian Road, a road crowded with historical edifices: Lothian Cemetery, supposedly the first British cemetery; British Magazine, an ammunition storehouse of British Empire; St. James Church, a Greek cross design built by Colonel James Skinner.

The cosmopolitan nature of historical Delhi continues to the present. Move further up towards north and Majnu Ka Tilla welcomes to the life of Tibet. The Tibetan settlement - Samyeling - is a best place to shop for Tibetan artifacts.

In north Delhi, history and modernity make strong bedfellows. Cross Kamala Nehru ridge and enter the Model Town - a township which lives by its name. North EX Mall is a complete family destination with cyber age facilities for leisure, entertainment, shopping and eating out; the historical Oberoi Maidens is renowned for its gracious elegance and antique charm.

http://www.delhilive.com/north_delhi
Delhi Ridge, a densely forested region within the Union Territory of Delhi is the lung of Delhi . The ridge comprises the tail end of the Aravallis. Thick thorn scrubs and patches of woodland characterize this jagged area. It is located towards the southern region of the city and heads northwest towards the west bank of Yamuna. The region is divided into four distinct zones. About 6,200 hectares of the Southern Ridge, which extends beyond the city limits, towards Haryana includes 1,900 hectare of the recently notified Asola Wildlife Sanctuary. The south central Ridge 626 hectare in extent, includes the Kishangarh forest or Sanjay Van, one of the best preserved patches of forest in Delhi . Central Ridge lies within the heart of the city and is approximately 869 hectares. The smallest section, the 87 hectare northern Ridge lies like an emerald scimitar between Civil Lines and the University Campus in north Delhi . 

http://www.apchne2008.com/html/delhi-greens.htm
For more information on ‘Delhi’, please visit our special ‘Delhi Documenta’ section in the HLRC: 
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