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About Delhi Zoo 
	Year of Establishment
	1959


	Location
	Near Old Fort, New Delhi


	Spread Over
	214 acres


	Attractions
	2,000 species of animals and birds, 200 varieties of trees, open-roofed mobile van tour of the zoo.


	Timings
	8:30 am to 5:30 pm (April to October)
9:30 pm to 4:30 pm (October to March)



	


Established in the year 1959, Delhi National Zoological Park lies near the famous Old Fort. One of the best zoos in the entire Asian continent, its uniqueness is that it tries to provide an almost natural habitat to the animals and birds houses here. It proves to be an ideal picnic spots, especially in winters, and is spread over an area of 214 acres. National Zoological Gardens of New Delhi houses more than 2,000 species of animals and birds. 

Belonging to different places like Africa, America, Australia, etc, these animals and birds find a home at this zoo. The entrance to the Delhi Zoo consists of the Mughal Kos Minar. The winding pathway, laid with the red Badarpur gravel, swerves off into two directions after approximately one km. Along with the wildlife on both the sides, the right side of the zoo also consists of a library, a storehouse of information on animals, birds, plants, rare zoological species, etc in India.

Wildlife at Delhi Zoo
The right walkway brings you to the cages of the animals such as Chimpanzee, Hippopotamus, Spider monkey, African Wild Buffalo, Gir Lion and Zebras etc. While, the left one leads you to the enclosures of the water animals. You cal also see a number of migratory birds like Peafowl, Hyenas, Macaque, Jaguar, etc in the swamps made for the water birds. At the heart of the zoo, lies the underground Reptile Home complex for the nocturnal animals like King Cobra, Pythons and a number of other species. 

Fauna at Delhi Zoo
There are approximately 200 varieties of trees in the National Zoological Park of Delhi, properly displayed with their respective descriptions. Some of them are hanging deep yellow Amaltas or the Phulahi hedges, drought resistant Lahura trees, Delhi Bistendu, etc.

The best way to view New Delhi National Zoological Gardens is on an open-roofed mobile van, available at affordable charges within the zoo. There is also a cafeteria outside the zoo.
http://www.bharatonline.com/delhi/tourist-attractions/zoological-park.html
Migratory Birds make Delhi Zoo their Home

New Delhi
Pintails, shovelers, common teals... The Delhi zoo is alive to the colour and cacophony of thousands of migratory birds which have flown in from Europe, Russia, the Gulf and Southeast Asia in large numbers.

"Though they always come to the zoo, this time their number is much higher. The zoo offers a conducive environment to these guests. This is one of the factors that make migratory birds choose the Delhi zoo for the winter vacation," zoo director D.N. Singh told IANS.

After covering a distance of 3,000-5,000 km, these birds start reaching Delhi at the beginning of winter and stay back till summer starts. They start their homeward journey by the end of March every year. 

Prominent among the winged visitors this time are pintails, shovelers, common teals and dabchiks. Giving them company are white storks, black-necked storks, white ibises, spot-billed ducks and little cormorants.

These birds are of different sizes and colors. Some are vegetarian and others eat fish, frogs, small creepers and reptiles.

"The migratory birds come here to protect themselves from the intense cold in the country of their origin," Singh said.

The zoo authorities are engaged in providing a better environment to the new guests. "As many as 80 staff members of the zoo look after them. They are given food of their liking like roasted rice," Singh said.

The presence of these beautiful birds draws many a visitor to the zoo.

"It is altogether a different experience to see them. I find the painted storks the most colorful," Gautam Vishal, a visitor, told IANS. 
February 6, 2008  

http://news.boloji.com/2008/02/17336.htm
National Zoological Park

National Zoological Park or the Delhi Zoo is one of the finest zoos in Asia and is situated close to Purana Qila or Old Fort. It extends over a massive area of 214 acres and was established in 1959. It aims to provide natural habitat to more than 2,000 animals and birds species that have been brought here from different parts of India as well as other continents such as Africa, America, Australia, etc. Delhi Zoo proves to be an idyllic picnic spot in winters. The serenity and the greenery here seem very pleasing and offer a delightful respite from the humdrum of the city. 

The winding pathways lead to the administrative building, with a library on the right side, where you can get all the information on animals, birds, plants and rare zoological species in India. Visitors, especially children, love to see Chimpanzee, Hippopotamus, Spider monkey, African Wild Buffalo, Gir Lion and Zebras, water animals and birds such as Macaque, Banteng, Emu, Hyenas, Axis Deer, Fallow Deer, Peafowl, Hog Deer and the Jaguar. The underground Reptile Home Complex displays a wide array of snakes such as King Cobra & Pythons. 

Besides these, there are more than 200 varieties of trees here, including the hanging deep yellow Alamtas Hedges, the drought resistant Lahura trees and the native Delhi Bistendu. Delhi Zoo also has an early 17th century Kos Minar, which was built by Jehangir, son of Emperor Akbar. You can admire the vast expanse of the Zoological Park, as you climb up the red sandstone gate. The Zoo is an all time favorite amongst the children. It offers facilities like mobile vans and cafeteria for food, drinking water and parks to rest. You can visit the zoo throughout the year on all days, except Monday.

The main birds and animals in this zoo are: 

	


· Egret 

· Stork 

· Rosy Pelican 

· Indian Grey Hornbill 

· Red Whiskered Bulbul 

· Monkey 

· Crane 

· Simian 

· Deer 

· Pelican 

· Tiger 

· King Fisher 

· Macaw 

· Little Erget 

http://www.exploredelhi.com/gardens/national-zoological-park.html
Photo Gallery of Delhi Zoo
http://www.4to40.com/photo_gallery/index.asp?keywords=Delhi_Zoo
The Delhi Zoo is an ideal place to spend a day with family and children. The experience is fun and educational as well. The Zoo at Delhi was set up in 1957 over a sprawling expanse of 240 acres area. More than 1700 animals and birds belonging to about 185 species are housed here. These animals have been imported from various jungles of Asia, America, Africa and Australia and no stone has been left unturned to preserve their natural environment and habitat. The Kos Minar, a magnificent structure built by the Mughal Emperor Jehangir stands at the entrance, a silent sentinel to the many visitors who come here. The exotic flora and fauna here inculcate a love of nature in the children. African Antelopes, African Wild Buffalo, Axis Deer, Banteng, Chimpanzee, Emu, Gir Lion, Fallow Deer, Grey Kangaroo, Hippopotamus, Hog Dear, Hyena, Jaguar, Macaque, Peafowl, Spider Monkey and Zebra are among the many beasts found here. 

A day spent at the Delhi Zoo may be a peaceful picnic, observing these exotic creatures at close quarters and learning more about their habitat, feeding habits and lifecycle. The zoo is also a botanist’s paradise. Many different varieties of trees and shrubs are found here. The most famous among these are the Phulahi hedges. The hanging yellow Alamtas thrive here.

The Delhi Zoo remains closed on Friday and on other days the zoo timings are 8 am to 6 pm in summers and 9 am to 5 pm in winters. An admission fee of Rs. 50 per head is charged at the Delhi Zoo. The Delhi Zoo is especially inviting with a number of migratory birds flocking here from the icy Siberian regions. As the birds laze in the warmth of the sunshine, our spirits are lifted as well. A number of eateries provide adequate meals for the day.

http://www.asiarooms.com/travel-guide/india/delhi/delhi-amusement-parks/delhi-zoo.html
For more information on ‘Delhi’, please visit our special ‘Delhi Documenta’ section in the HLRC: 
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