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IHC Walk: Nov 8, 2009 – 08:00 a.m.
Turkman Gate and Ajmeri Gate

The tomb of Raziya Sultan, the 14th century Kalan Masjid, and the Ghaziuddin Madrasa - the site of the first Western-style college in Delhi and others
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Turkman Gate
Built in the late 1650s, Turkman Gate was the southern gate of the old walled city. Named after the pious Muslim saint, Hazrat Shah Turkman Bayabani whose tomb predates Shahjahanabad, Turkman Gate, located near the Ramlila Ground can today be reached by taking the Jawahar Lal Nehru Marg. This gate like the other gates of Shahjahanabad is square in plan with high arched openings. Locally known as Turkman Gate, it is too now amidst one of the densely populated areas of the capital.
Ajmeri Gate
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Of the main fourteen gates of Shahjahanabad, Ajmeri Gate located on the southwest of the walled city, near the New Delhi Railway Station is among the four existing gates that have escaped demolition. Ajmeri Gate was named so because a thoroughfare from the gate led to the city of Ajmer. Almost square in plan, the gate was built with high arched openings. During the reign of Emperor Shah Jahan, all these gates were well guarded and were closed at night. Ajmeri Gate has been restored and is at present surrounded by a good park.
http://www.indfy.com/places-to-see-in-delhi/old-delhi/gates-of-old-delhi.html
Dargah of Hazrat Shah
Dargah Of Hazrat Shah Turkman Bayabani East of Turkman Gate on Asaf Ali Road, just before the Holy Trinity Church lies the dargah (shrine) of a very pious and holy Muslim saint, Hazrat Shah Turkman Bayabani. The shrine is said to be the oldest place in the whole of Old Delhi, as it had been here even before Shah Jahan's new capital city Shahjahanabad was built. Turkman Gate was named after this saint who died in 1240 AD. The saint belonged to a special sect known as Bayabani, who believed in praying and living alone in a secluded place, close to nature, away from the inhabited area. One can very well imagine that this place in the early 13th century must be a densely wooded area quite far from any habitation. 

At present, the shrine is located in a thickly populated area but still the small decent white building, which marks the shrine, is still close to nature as it is situated under a huge tree. The grave is inside this building and is covered with a bright colored cloth and flowers with incense sticks are lighted in a corner. The shrine is quite popular among the local people. 

Location: East of Turkman Gate on Asaf Ali Road, just before the Holy Trinity Church 
Dedicated to: Hazrat Shah Turkman Bayabani

http://www.aulia-e-hind.com/dargah/delhi.htm
Delhi has many little known historical treasure troves, which doesn't fail to surprise its tourists, and also those who have spend a lifetime in this modern city with an ancient soul. One of them is the quiet shrine of a thirteenth century sufi saint, just near the chaos of traffic and cacophony of busy Old Delhi life. Dargah of Hazrat Shah located to the east of Turkman Gate, on Asaf Ali Road in Old Delhi, this is the dargah (shrine) of saint Hazrat Shah Turkman Bayabani. The shrine is regarded as the oldest shrine in the whole of Old Delhi, and is centuries older than the Shahjahanabad- the sixth version of Delhi, that Shah Jahan built as his capital. In fact, many people do not know that Turkman Gate was named after this saint, who expired in 1240 AD; much before the advent of the mighty Moghuls. The saint belonged to the Bayabani sect, a little known sect, whose practitioners believed in praying and living in a secluded place; away from the crowd, in close proximity to the nature. 

In the present times, the place around the Hazrat Shah Dargah has become thickly populated, but in the thirteenth century it was not so. Then it must have been a densely wooded area, far from the madding crowd and every distraction; an ideal place for introspection and meditation. However, still the shrine; a simple white building in the shade of a huge tree, attracts a feeling of devotion, and thereby attracts visits of the local people. The shrine is open on all days, and there are no admission charges. Nearest metro station to this place is at Chawri Bazar. It takes about 30 minutes to have a look and feel of the place. 
http://www.indfy.com/places-to-see-in-delhi/old-delhi/dargah-of-hazrat-shah.html
Razia Sultan's Tomb
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Location: In the Bulbuli Khane locality, east of Kalan Masjid, at some distance from Turkman Gate, just near the Sitaram Bazaar, reached by a forking lane is Razia's tomb

In the Bulbuli Khane locality, east of Kalan Masjid, at some distance from Turkman Gate, just near the Sitaram Bazaar, reached by a forking lane is the tomb of Razia Sultan, the only woman in the history to rule over Delhi. Her tomb (the one with stone slab) is located on a raised platform in the center of an unroofed walled courtyard (approx 35 sq feet) along with the grave of her sister Saziya, unknown to history. Apart from a prayer mihrab in the western wall, the courtyard has two more small graves in the southwestern corner, probably of children, also unknown to the world. It is said that her brother and successor Behram Shah built this tomb here soon after the death of Razia, away from the Qutb area for strategic reasons.
Nominated by her father Sultan Iltutmish as the next Sultan of Slave Dynasty, Razia Sultan ascended the throne with the support of her subjects after they rebelled against her elder brother Feroz, appointed by the courtiers in spite of the nomination by Iltutmish. She ascended the Delhi throne in 1236 AD and ruled successfully for three years but her life was 'one long power struggle against her provincial nobility' that felt that choosing the Sultan was their prerogative. Conspiracy took place and she was killed in 1240 AD when she was out of Delhi, suppressing a revolt by one of her nobles. She was captured there and later killed at Kaithal in District Karnal. It is said that she was even buried there and her real grave lies there.

Razia Sultan was a woman of great determination and courage. Dressed like a man, she used to ride on horseback with her bow and quiver and directly communicated to the common people. The main reason for the conspiracy against her was that the Turks noble were unable to digest the fact that a woman was ruling them. Though they were successful in their conspiracy at that time but the history remembers Razia Sultan as the only woman who ruled Delhi. 
http://www.indfy.com/places-to-see-in-delhi/old-delhi/razia-sultans-tomb.html
The 14th century Kalan Masjid
Location: Near Razia Sultan's tomb on the Turkman Bazaar Road 

Famous as: Kali Masjid and one of the oldest mosques of the Old Delhi 
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Kalan Masjid, known locally as Kali Masjid is one of the seven mosques that were built by prime minister of Feroz Shah Tughlaq (1351-88), Khan-i-Jahan Junan Shah. Located near Razia Sultan's tomb on the Turkman Bazaar Road, the mosque can also be reached by taking the Sita Ram Bazaar Road. An important mosque of Feroz Shah's city, Ferozabad, it was built in 1387 much before the city of Shahjahanabad was completed. The mosque was comparatively constructed on a large scale with 'three-aisle deep prayer chamber, pierced by five openings' and thus was named Kalan, which means big in the Arabic language.
Few characteristics like low domes, sloping minarets and chhajjas of the mosque reflect the typical Tughlaq style of architecture. The courtyard of the mosque is too surrounded by domed cloisters. The entrance of the mosque is from the eastern side and has a high flight of steps that takes directly into the courtyard. Every fourth step is a bit wider than the other steps so that devotees especially women can rest and then move forward. The mosque soon got a new name, Kali meaning black colored by the local population, as initially the outer walls of the mosque were black in color.
http://www.indfy.com/places-to-see-in-delhi/old-delhi/kalan-masjid.html
The Kalan Masjid or the Kali Masjid near Turkman Gate, the Jama Masjid at Nizam-ud-Din, the Khirki Mosque and the Begumpur Mosque are better known than the other three that included a small mosque in Kaalu Sarai (opposite IIT), a small mosque inside Ferozeshah Kotla and another small mosque that was located in an area that now falls outside the limits of Shajehanabad between Ajmeri Gate and Lahori Gate. In this piece we talk about the first two i.e. the Kalan Masjid near Turkman Gate (completed in 1387) and the Jama Masjid or Kalan Masjid built by Juna Shah 17 years earlier in 1370 at Nizam-ud-din.

It is said that while Ferozabad was being built, one of the courtiers of Ferozeshah who was a devotee of Shah Turkman Bayabani requested the king to expand the city limits in order to bring the shrine of the saint within the city. This, he said, would ensure that the reign of the Tughlaq’s would last forever. This easy formula of achieving permanence appealed greatly to Firozeshah and the city limits were expanded to include the shrine of Shah Turkman Bayabani and the surrounding areas within the city.

The Kalan Masjid is located in Mohalla Qabristan near Turkman Gate and you have to enter Shahjehanabad (puraani dilli or dilli 6, as it is derisively referred to, by those who believe that New Delhi is a city) through Turkman gate if you wish to see the mosque. Within a few steps you will come to a bifurcation, stick to the street one on your left, walk through piles of old air-conditioners, washing machines and discarded computers, stacked along the narrow Mohammad Din Ilaichi Marg, continue past the massive ruins of the main gate of the Haveli of Nawab Muzaffar Khan – Khan-e-Jahan during the reign of Shahjehan

http://kafila.org/2009/08/20/a-tale-of-two-mosques/
Ghaziuddin Madrasa
Location: Near Ajmeri Gate in Old Delhi 
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Located near Ajmeri Gate in Old Delhi, Ghaziuddin's madarsa and tomb was built Mir Shahbuddin, a highly respected and influential courtier and minister during the reign of Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb. The title of 'Ghazi-ud-Din Khan' was conferred on him and his son Mir Qamar-ud-Din was the founder of the dynasty of Nizam of Hyderabad. The madarsa was built in 1692. English classes were introduced in 1824 and it came to be known as Anglo-Arabic School and later Anglo-Arabic College. The building has a large enclosure of arcaded apartments where the madarsa used to function. The entrance to this madarsa, which is one of the fine examples of madarsa architecture in Delhi, is through the eastern gate.
There is a mosque just west of the madarsa, which is surmounted by three domes and flanked by minarets. The prayer hall of the mosque has arched openings. Further on both sides of the mosque towards its north and south lie the two enclosures, which contains some graves. The enclosures have perforated stone screens. Among the three graves in the southern enclosure is one of the graves of Ghaziuddin Khan. Red sandstone has been used in each structure here, which gives a unifying look to the building.
http://www.indfy.com/places-to-see-in-delhi/old-delhi/ghaziuddins-madrasa.html
The imposing red sandstone Madrasa was built in 1692. It was Delhi's famous and most sought after Madrasa. In 1824, it came to be known as Anglo-Arabic School after the British introduced English in the syllabus of the Madrasa. Though part of Shahjanabad, the Madrasa lies beyond its walls, near Ajmeri Gate. Ghazi-ud-Din's tomb and mosque lie beside the Madrasa. Ghazi-ud-Din Khan was a prominent courtier during the reign of the sixth Mughal emperor Aurangazeb. The two-storey building still serves as a college. Earlier called the Delhi College, now it is the Zakir Hussain College. To get to the Madrasa one has to go through crowded narrow alleys. But it is exciting especially on a cycle rickshaw, the one way to taste the flavour of Delhi. The Madrasa is definitely worth seeing, especially since it is one of the few surviving Madrasas in the capital.
http://www.delhicityhotels.com/monuments.html#madrasa
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