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Chandni Chowk

Location: Central Delhi
The moonlit square!

History of Chandni Chowk 
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The favourite daughter of Shahjahan, Jahanara laid the foundation of today Chandni Chowk which is the largest trading centre of North India. Also known as the moonlit square, it is located in the main street of Old Delhi. Situated opposite the Red Fort, the bazaar has several galis (lanes). Each of these galis represent a specialty of this market, for example the parathawali gali famous for it's parathas. Similarly there is the jewellery lane, textile lane and so on. The market place has historical land marks like- The Sunheri Masjid which stands next to the Kotwali (old police station). The Fatehpur Mosque, is located at the west end of Chandni Chowk and the famous Jumma Masjid is also situated nearby. 

Chandni Chowk ( Moonlight Square) is a market that hubs with activity all through the year. The water in a pool reflected the moonlight and then flowed into a channel that flowed through the avenue. It is a crowded place and normally there is a maze of traffic that one has to negotiate almost every second. North of the avenue were vast gardens and one of them surrounded the glittering Jahanara sarai, which has a plinth as spacious as that of Jama Masjid. There was the palace of the Begum which today houses the biggest electrical market of north India, Bhagirath Palace. At the western end is the Fathepuri Masjid which was built by one of Shahjahan's wives and was the venue of public debates between Muslim theologians and Christian missionaries in the 19th century. It has a large number of galis(lanes) and a famous poet wrote about the lanes saying that " who would like to leave them". Each gali has some thing special about it for instance there is the paranthawali gali, where people could feed on the choicest paranthas. There are galis which house the wholesale textiles market and there is also a gali where jewellers have their shops.

Chandni Chowk as a Business Center 
During Shahjahan's time itself, an arcade of shops had been built in a half-moon shape. Round this nucleus, in no time, grew a fabulous and prosperous trading center which spread along the wide road and branched into a number of by lanes in all directions. Originally only this stretch was known as Chandni Chowk. But as the trading center grew in magnificence and prosperity, the whole area from the Fort to Fatehpur grew famous as Chandni Chowk. .

Places of worship at Chandni Chowk 
Chandni Chowk has the distinction of being perhaps the only trade market that also houses an equally amazing number of places of worship of all the prominent Indian religions. Hinduism, Islam, Sikhism, Christianity and Jainism exist side by sides in the 2 km. stretch between Fatehpur Masjid to Red Fort alone. Here one can find more than seven Hindu and Jain temples, two Churches, three Mosques and two Gurudwaras. This is excluding the numerous smaller shrines that exist in the remoter parts of Chandni Chowk. 
* Sri Digambar Jain lal Mandir 
* Jama Masjid 
* Gurudwara Shish Ganj 
* Gauri Shankar Temple 
* Sunehri Masjid. 

Eating joints at Chandni Chowk 
The eating joints in Chandni Chowk are famous not only in Delhi, but all over India. Most of these date from the last century, some even earlier than that. Mute witnesses to time-induced changes in Chandni Chowk, they have managed to retain their essence and yet move ahead with the times. Here, with every bite one samples not only a delicacy but also a piece of history! 

Handed down from father to son, many of these businesses are now being managed by the 4th or 5th generations. They include halwais (confectioners), namkeen (spicy savories) shops, chaatwalahs and many others. 

The famous businesses are: 
* The Ghantewala Halwai 
* Natraj’s Dahi Bhalle 
* Kanwarji Bhagirathmal Dalbhajiwallah 
* Chaatwallah 
* Bikaner Sweet Shop 
* Haldiram’s 
* Gianiji ka Falooda 

Accessibility
· Chandni Chowk is very close to Inter State Bus Terminal. 

· Old Delhi Railway Station is the nearest railway station. 

Areas Under Chandni chowk 
· Sadar Bazar. 

· Ajmeri Gate 

· Mori Gate 

· Nai Sarak 

http://www.delhi-india.net/areas/chandnichowk.html
http://www.thedelhicity.com/DelhiGuide/Dgu_lnd/chandnichowk.htm
Chandni Chowk is one of the oldest and busiest markets in central north Delhi, India. The area is the historically important Shahjahanabad between the Lal Qila (The Red Fort) and Fatehpuri Masjid. With the most famous mosque of Delhi Jama Masjid (Delhi) in the vicinity, along with Gurudwara Sis Ganj Sahib, Jain Mandir and a lot of small temples, the place witnesses a genuine cultural harmony.

Chandni Chowk's speciality is the variety of its markets and their Indian-ness. From authentic Indian food, delicacies and sweets of more than 1000 kinds, to sarees with chikan, zaree work. There are lots of narrow lanes with many shops selling books, clothing, shoes and leather goods, electronic and consumer goods and what not. The area, even more so than the rest of the city, is congested. This is also a good area for window shopping. It is the location of the original Haldiram's. A particular local delicacy are the jalebis, which are fried in pure ghee (clarified butter).

Among the famous mosques in Chandni Chowk are Jama Masjid, Fatehpuri Masjid and Sunahari Masjid (literally Golden Mosque). 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chandni_Chowk
A Historical Perspective

The Beginning: How Chandni Chowk got it's name

When the famous Mughal Emperor Shahjahan shifted his capital from Agra to Delhi and established the city of Shahjahanabad, he had the majestic Red Fort or Lal Qila, on the banks of River Yamuna. Chandni Chowk was built in 1650 AD as an accompaniment to the fort. It was designed by Jahanara, the Emperor's favorite daughter. A large chowk ("square") with a central pool was built at some distance from the fort.

The story goes that on a moonlit night, the new complex and the pool lay shimmering; as a result, it acquired the name of Chandni Chowk- "the moonlit square".

Another legend says that the Chowk was named after it's silversmiths and there is a confusion of the word 'chandi' (silver) with 'chandni' (moonlit).

How it became a trading center?

During Shahjahan's time itself, an arcade of shops had been built in a half-moon shape. Round this nucleus, in no time, grew a fabulous and prosperous trading center which spread along the wide road and branched into a number of bylanes in all directions. Originally only this stretch was known as Chandni Chowk. But as the trading center grew in magnificence and prosperity, the whole area from the Fort to Fatehpuri grew famous as Chandni Chowk. Roughly three and a half centuries later this area is still called by the same name

The story of the canal

While the Red Fort was being constructed, the lack of drinking water worried the Emperor. The wells in the area were drying up. Shahjahan thereby summoned one of his trusted nobles, Ali Mardan Khan and commanded him to find a solution. Khan, well versed in the art of digging canals, renovated an old canal and renamed it Faiz Nahar. This canal now ran the entire length of Chandni Chowk, from the fort to the Fatehpuri Mosque, providing water for both drinking and irrigation.

The canal went into disuse with the decline of the Mughal Empire. The English revived it in 1820, only to close it in 1910.During its long and eventful lifetime, it proved to be both a boon and a curse for the people. Well maintained, it would provide the city with pure water all the year round. Neglected, it would become the breeding ground for all sorts of diseases. Today, a wide road runs where it once stood- a symbol of changing times and priorities.
http://www.chandnichowk.com/history.htm
A Day in Chandni Chowk

Time has a tendency to change even the most beautiful of places. Chandni Chowk has not been left untouched either. A city that once housed an estimated 2,00,000 in Aurangzeb’s reign, is now populated by a restless 9 3 lakhs (1 lakh = 100,000) ! The boundaries of Delhi are steadily being pushed outwards as more and more people pour in. Old routes and roads, used for hundreds of years, have disappeared and old buildings have given way to modern structures. 

And yet, to borrow a line; ‘the city of Delhi is still as full of surprises as a good treasure hunt. You may suddenly find a ruined arch many hundred years old beside a recently built bungalow, or see the reflection of a high rise building in the waters of an ancient step well’.
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Historical Aspect of Religion In Chandni Chowk

Chandni Chowk has the distinction of being perhaps the only trade market that also houses an equally amazing number of places of worship of all the prominent Indian religions. Hinduism, Islam, Sikhism, Christianity and Jainism exist side by sides in the 2 km. stretch between Fatehpuri Masjid to Red Fort alone. Here one can find more than seven Hindu and Jain temples, two Churches, three Mosques and two Gurudwaraas. This is excluding the numerous smaller shrines that exist in the remoter parts of Chandni Chowk.
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Places of Worship

Sri Digambar Jain Lal Mandir: 

This famous temple dates back to the time of Aurangzeb's reign. It situated bang opposite the Red Fort, at the entrance of the main road. 'Lal' in Hindi means red for the stones used in the construction. The inner walls are covered with beautiful paintings (in which real gold has been used).

The temple premises house a unique medical center for birds, the  Birds' Charity Hospital. Free treatment is given here, which draws inspiration from the message of  'Live and let Live' given by Lord Mahavir, the twenty fourth Tirthankara of the Jains. 
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Jama Masjid: 

Jama Masjid is one of the largest mosques in India. It’s also known as ‘Masjid-I-jahan Numa’ (Jahan means ‘World’ and Numa means -‘Visible’ It’s situated some quarter of a mile from the Red Fort. It was designed as Emperor Shahjahan’s principal mosque.

The construction work continued for six years, ending in 1644. The structure was placed on a high platform so that it’s magnificent facade would be visible from all the adjoining areas. It’s an austere yet beautiful building. As with the other buildings of Shahjahanabad, this one was also in red sandstone. White marble has also been used extensively, specially in the three domes (white marble inlaid with stripes of black). The pulpit is one of its best features, being carved out of a single block of marble. Two slender minarets grace the façade, one on each side, rising to a height of 130 feet. The Jama Masjid has three gates. The eastern gate was reserved for the Emperor when he used to arrive here every Friday and on Id.

Gurudwara Shish Ganj: 

This Gurudwara was built on the land where the Sikh Guru Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur was martyred by the Mughals in 1675 A.D. It is believed that the night he was murdered along with three of his disciples it was raining very heavily. Because of the fear of the Mughals nobody came to pick the bodies up that night. The next day the head was taken to Anandpur Sahib and the body to where Gurdwara Rakab Ganj is now situated. A century later a devotee named Baba Baghel Singh searched for and found this place and had this place of worship constructed here.

Gauri Shankar temple: 

Right next to Lal Mandir is a Hindu temple that was there even before Shahjahanbad was established in 1623. Dedicated to Lord Shiva (God of Destruction in Hindu mythology), its home to impressive statues of probably all the deities of the Shaiv sect (the followers of Lord Shiva). It is believed that the patron was Sardar Ganga Appadhar, an erstwhile senior officer in the Mughal army.

There is a very interesting tale attached to this temple. It is believed that the Mughal Emperor, Aurangzeb gave an order that the temple bells should not be rung. But he couldn’t sleep for three nights in a row because the bells would keep ringing in his ears! At last he had to relent and take back his orders.

These days, major renovation work is being carried out at the temple premises, the height of the ‘shikhara’ (conical roof on the main building) is being raised to 110 ft.

Sunahari Masjid (Golden Mosque): 

Quite close to the Gurudwara Shish Ganj Sahib is this golden domed building. It was built in the 1134 Hijri (according to the Islamic calendar) in the reign of Sultan Mohammad Shah. It is believed that the Persian invader Nadir Shah had sat on the terrace for hors on 11th March, 1739 –watching his soldiers pillage the golden bazaars of Chandni Chowk

http://www.chandnichowk.com/religion.htm
For more information on ‘Delhi’, please visit our special ‘Delhi Documenta’ section in the HLRC: 
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