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Satpula and Khirki Mosque

Satpula--The Bridge of Seven Openings

Satpula is situated about half a kilometer from Khirkee village and is vast vanishing.

Delhi, despite the fact that it stands on the bank of the Yamuna, has long had problems providing water for all its inhabitants. Part of the reason for this is the broiling summer, and the city’s proximity to the Thar desert to the west. A hot and dry climate doesn’t translate into an overabundance of water. The result, therefore, has been a series of watertanks and waterworks of different types all across the city. There are kuans (wells), baolis (stepwells), and the occasional hauz (tank). There is also, on the main Press Enclave Road, the interesting 14th century waterworks known as Satpula (`Seven Bridges’). 

Satpula, a weir about 65m high, was built by Mohammad bin Tughlaq in 1323. When Mohammad bin Tughlaq ascended the throne of Delhi, he built a new city for himself called Jahanpanah, the wall of which extended to enclose three previous settlements: Qila Rai Pithora, Siri, and Tughlaqabad. Satpula, built into the southern wall of Jahanpanah, was meant to provide water to irrigate the fields that lay south of the city. 

Satpula consisted of a solidly built stone dam with seven wooden sluices to regulate the flow of water from an artificial lake (filled with rainwater) to the fields outside the city. At either end were subsidiary openings to allow water to flow. The water of the lake at Satpula was traditionally believed to have curative powers—derived from a belief that the Sufi mystic Nasiruddin Roshan Chirag-e-Dehli used its waters to perform ritual ablutions before his namaz. 

Also at each end of Satpula is an octagonal tower. These towers contain chambers that were once home to a madarsa, or school of Islamic learning. 

The wooden sluices that once controlled the water of Satpula have long since rotted away and gone, but the grooves into which they fitted can still be seen. The lake beyond has now degenerated into a muddy and smelly pond that seems to consist largely of sewage, but where you can see—at least early in the morning—aquatic birds such as sandpipers and lapwings. 

Satpula itself, with its solid walls and seven arched openings, has recently been restored by the Archaeological Survey of India. You can climb up onto the wide parapet and see the structure for yourself, but don’t expect anyone to guide you around—there isn’t likely to be anyone there. Satpula can be visited any time, and there isn’t any entry fee. 

Sources: http://community.iexplore.com/planning/journalEntryActivity.asp?JournalID=54970&EntryID=55787&n=14th+Century%3A+Satpula
http://www.indiasite.com/delhi/places/satpula.html
Built under Sultan Muhammad Shah Tughlaq, Satpula or the weir is an impressive example of the waterworks projects carried out under the Tughlaq dynasty. This weir was located in the southeast enclosure wall of Jahanpanah. Built in 1323, it helped in protecting Delhi from invaders. It also connected four principal cities: Qila Rai Pithora, Tughlaqabad, Jahanpanah and Siri. 

The weir, Satpula or seven bridges regulated impounded waters for irrigation. It has seven main openings with two additional subsidiary openings at each end. The sidewalls of each of the seven main arched openings have grooves for sliding gates or shutters, which controlled the flow of water from the artificial rain-filled lake to the south. Octagonal towers housing chambers with diameters of 19'-6" (5.97m) flank the weir. The chambers once housed a school, hence the monument's alternate name 'madrasa'. 

It is believed, locally, that the waters have healing powers because saint Nasiru'd-Din Mahmud, also known as Chiragh-e-Delhi (Lamp of Delhi), performed ablution here. 

Source: http://archnet.org/library/sites/one-site.jsp?site_id=7606
14th century: Khirki Masjid

The Khirkee Masjid, situated in Khirkee Village, a village which aptly got its name from the masjid itself, is a unique structure in the sense that it is believed to be one of the only two covered masjids existing in the country. This, however, cannot be taken for granted unless one does get an insight into the thousands of masjids that dot the country in all parts. 

Khirkee Village is a clustered locality very close to Malviya Nagar situated in the south of Delhi and the masjid is said to have come up in 1380 and was believed to have been constructed with great care and taste by Khan-i- Jahan Junan Shah, the Prime Minister of one of the greatest Tughlak Kings, Feroz Shah Tughlak. 

The design and structural beauty of the monument was a great attraction for the people living around the area. And by far the chief attraction were the exquisitely designed stone lattice windows. The beauty of these windows was that they were perforated for light and ventilation to the second storey of the imposing structure. Imposing it may have been then, but today, like all other monuments of the past, it does not seem to ring a bell in anyone. Firstly because of its location and secondly because the whole area around it has been colonised to such an extent that it is almost not visible. 

The masjid has an entrance gate on all three sides except on the western side with each of the entrances being flanked by tapering minarets and electric cables. The upper storey is as imposing as the lower one itself in the sense that it has a pillared courtyard which is divided into 25 squares and these squares are deftly designed to accommodate as many as nine squares within them. This all could have been the imagination of the builder who perhaps wanted to give it the shape of a room while retaining the qualities that go with a courtyard. To let light and air come in, the four squares on the diagonals of the structure have been left open to let in the much needed air and light. The interior of the structure is strange is built in rubble masonary. Its lower storey consists of basement cells which could give one the creeps considering that it resembles something of a set for a horror movie. The structure, when viewed from the outside, gives the impression of a moat, or partly like that of a fort with a moat located in its inside. But whatever may be the resemblance the fact remains that it is today a picture of neglect and cared for by none, not even those who live under its very nose. One only wished that someone could restore this marvellous structure to its pristine glory. But, who will bell the cat is the million dollar question.

Source: http://www.thedelhicity.com/DelhiGuide/Dgu_mem/khirki_masjid.htm


Khirki Masjid is a red sandstone mosque located at Khirki in Delhi. This 15th century red sandstone building was built by Khan-I-Jahan Junan Shah, during the time of the Tughlaq dynasty of the Delhi Sultanate. This small quadrangle shaped mosque is built in Indo-Islamic style of architecture representing a unique blend of Islamic as well as traditional Hindu style of architecture. 

Khirki Masjid is a unique architectural structure closed on top unlike the usual characteristic of mosques where an open tract is provided for the devotees to offer their prayers. 

The Masjid has an entrance on all three sides, except on the western side. It has a pillared courtyard, which is divided in to 25 neatly designed squares which can accommodate nine squares within them. The four squares on the diagonals are left open to let in the much needed air and light. Glancing from the out side, the Masjid gives an impression of a moat or a fort with a moat located in its inside. 

Khirki Masjid is highly enriched with architectural designs of both Mughal and Lodi periods. It is considered as one of the forerunner of later-day magnificent Islamic structures of India. However, its pillars and brackets show local Hindu influence. Khirki Masjid is built with rubble masonry enclosed on the exterior with plaster has an imposing steps leading up to it. Though now in a dilapidated condition due to age and neglect, this unique structure still reflects the architectural proficiency and extraordinary craftsmanship of the ancient days. 
Source: http://www.india9.com/i9show/Khirki-Masjid-14921.htm
Khirkee Masjid
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Once (in the late 1300s, to be precise), there lived a man called Khan-e-Jahan Junaan Shah Telangani. Telangani was Prime Minister to Feroze Shah Tughlaq (reign: 1351-1388), and while the Tughlaq constructed tombs and added to the Qutub Minar, Telangani concentrated on mosques. And concentrated so hard that he churned out- according to popular belief - seven of them. This urge to build mosques may have stemmed from the fact that Telangani was a convert from Hinduism, and felt a need to prove himself. Whatever the reason, he did make a lot of mosques, and the majestic Khirki Masjid, built in 1375, is one. 

The Khirki Masjid can be hard to find, so you have to look out for it. I have to admit that we actually didn’t find it the first time we went looking for it! Take an autorickshaw or taxi to Saket, and get the driver to take you along the main Press Enclave road. Go past Hauz Rani, and just beyond the Khirki Village bus stop, you’ll see a large iron gate on your left, with a sign reading 'Khirki Village'. Get off here, walk in through the gate and look straight ahead - you’ll see the mosque at the end of a short and narrow lane. 

The Khirki Masjid is very unlike a lot of other mosques. Firstly, it looks more like a fortress than a mosque (a feature it shares with the Moth ki Masjid). There’s a solid wall all around it, with formidable rounded bastions at the corners. The main gate has forbidding pillars on either side, and is approached by a flight of steps, which we ascended - only to find ourselves suddenly enveloped in an unnerving half-darkness. 

The dimness is due to the second prominent feature of Khirki Masjid: it doesn’t have a large sehan in front of it. Instead, the mosque is square in shape, and consists throughout of a series of columns, which divide it into sections, all topped with domes. Except for four small courtyards, where crows were cawing loudly, we could see only rows of rough-hewn columns marching into the evil-smelling gloom. The mosque, no longer in use, seems to have been pretty much taken over by bats. Even in the afternoon, we could hear them squeaking, deep in the shadows of the domes above. 

Despite the bats and the darkness, however, this is an interesting (and surprisingly intact) monument. The solid, plain sandstone grills that pierce the walls on all sides and give the mosque its name ('khirki’ means 'window’) let in some light, and the courtyards- especially the one on the far right from the gate - allows you a glimpse of the roof. The domes here have fallen in, but if you ask the gatekeeper, he’ll guide you to where you can go up on the roof, and see the entire building. There were originally eighty-one domes here. 

The Khirki Masjid isn’t on the tourist circuit, and entry is free. Don’t arrive before about 10 in the morning, or you may find it closed. 
Source: http://www.localcolorguides.americanexpress.com/reviews/ActivityReview.aspx?Type=2&EntryID=1462674&JournalID=63350&LocationID=5566
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