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India Habitat Centre

Habitat Library & Resource Centre

IHC Walk: July 20, 2008, 10:00 a.m.

National Gallery of Modern Art

	Location
	Jaipur House, Near Delhi High Court

	Year of Establishment
	1954

	Attractions
	Huge collection of books, paintings, sculptures, etc.

	Timing
	10:00am To 5:00 pm (Monday Closed)


Time to Visit: Tuesday-Saturday, closed on Monday

Admission Fee: Citizen/foreigner: INR 10/ 150

Photography charges: nil, permission required

How to Reach: Tourists can either take local buses from various points within the city to reach this museum or they can hire auto-rickshaws and taxis or metro rail. 

Nearest Railway Station: New Delhi Railway Station

Nearest Metro Station: Central Secretariat 

Functional Metro Station: Central Secretariat 

Nearest International Airport: Indira Gandhi International Airport

Time required for sightseeing: Approx 40 minutes 

About NGMA
Aims and objectives
The principal aims and objectives of the National Gallery of Modern Art 

· To acquire and preserve works of modern art from 1850s onward

· To organize, maintain and develop galleries for permanent display

· To organize special exhibitions not only in its own premises but in other parts of the country and abroad.

· To develop an education and documentation centre in order to acquire, maintain and preserve   documents  relating to works of modern art

· To develop a specialized library of books, periodicals, photographs and other audio visual materials

· To organize lectures, seminars and conferences, and to encourage higher studies and research in the field of art history, art criticism, art appreciation, museology and the inter-relations on visual and performing arts.

The foremost responsibility of the National Gallery of Modern Art is to ensure quality and to set and maintain standards of excellence. The aesthetic and educational purposes are not only defined in the aims and objectives of the National Gallery of Modern Art, but efforts are also being made so that they become implicit in its organization and pervade all its activities.

Above all, the National Gallery of Modern Art helps people to look at the works of modern art with greater joy, understanding and knowledge by extending their relationship with our daily life and experiencing them as vital expressions of the human spir.

NGMA History
The need for a museum of Modern Art was felt for the first time in an Art Conference held in Calcutta in the year 1949. As a result the National Gallery of Modern Art was inaugurated on March 29, 1954, at Jaipur House, near India Gate, New Delhi. The Gallery is the premier institution of its kind in India. It is run and administered as a subordinate office to the Department of Culture, Government of India. The NGMA has two branches one at Mumbai and the other is being opened at Bangalore shortly. The gallery is a repository of the cultural ethos of the country and showcases the changing art forms through the passage of the last hundred and fifty years starting from about 1857 in the field of Visual and Plastic arts.

Location & Timings
National Gallery of Modern Art
(Ministry of Tourism & Culture, Govt. of India)
Jaipur House, India Gate
New Delhi
Tel. 011-23384640, 23382835
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NGMA Collection
The collection of the National Gallery of Modern Art essentially comprises paintings, sculptures, graphics and photographs mainly by Indian and, to some extent, international modern artists. In order to emphasize the historical development of modern Indian art, the collection centers around the works of art of different schools and groups, such as various schools during the 19th Century, miniatures, the style of Raja Ravi Varma and academic realists, the Bengal School and International modern art. The collection is well represented by the works of artists such as Thomas Daniell. Abanindranath Tagore, Rabindranath Tagore, Gaganendranath Tagore, Nandalal Bose, Jamini Roy and Amrita Sher-Gil along with other important contemporary artists of the country.The collection also includes sculptures, graphics and paintings by international modern artists such as Jacob Epstein, Giorgio de Chirico, Sonia Delaunay, A. Tapies, Robert Rauschenberg, Se Duk Lee, D.C. Daja, Peter Lubarda, Kozo Mio, George Keyt and Fred Thieler.Sculptures are displayed in galleries adjoining the lawns which are in the process of being developed into a sculpture garden.
Educational & Cultural Activities
The Educational responsibilities of the National Gallery of Modern Art are the foremost. It is fully taken into consideration that the success of this institution would depend on how well it could educate the general public and cater to the needs of professionals and specialists. Therefore, the programme essentially consists of following;
· Organized visits of school children
· Popular conducted tours and other programmes for the education of general public
· General service to artists by providing documentation facilities and educational exhibitions
· Specialized lectures, seminars and research for professionals and specialists; and
· Practical guidance through Art Sketch Club for all age-groups.
This education programme has the specific responsibility of dealing directly with individuals to develop their creative abilities and powers of appreciation.Elementary and specialized lectures on art appreciation, criticism and history are also given, supplemented with showing of films on various international art trends. In order to orient the public towards the basic understanding of the interrelations of visual and performing arts, programmes of film shows and tape-recorded music are also arranged.

http://www.ngmaindia.gov.in/programs_events.asp


Past Exhibitions


                                                             


January 27th - February 13th                                                               
National Gallery of Modern Art - New Delhi
Opening: January 27, 11.30 am                                                               
February 29th - March 21st
National Gallery of Modern Art - Mumbai

May 8 onwards
Rabindranath Tagore Centre - Kolkata
 


                    

    


For Detailed Information please visit- http://www.ngmaindia.gov.in/programs_events.asp
Art Reference Library & Documentation Centre
The Art Reference Library of the National Gallery of Modern Art comprises books on painting, sculpture, graphics, architecture and other minor arts in order to cater to the needs of various academic disciplines such as history of art, art criticism and art appreciation. The Library subscribes to 32 art magazines of Indian and International origin; among these the important ones are Burlington Magazine, Leonardo, Art News, Art in America and Studio. 

Card Indexes and photographs of works of art, owned by the National Gallery of Modern Art, are kept for reference and research purposes in three sequences
· Accession-wise
· Alphabetical listing of artists; and
· Classification according to media
All exhibits borrowed by the National Gallery of Modern Art for the Special Exhibitions arranged from time to time are photographed in black and white. These photographs are also available for study and research at the Documentation Centre.
To augment the potential of our Documentation Centre, the National Gallery of Modern Art permanently maintains a full-fledged Photo Studio.
Restoration of Works of Art
The care of our art treasures is in a way our national responsibility. So, the National Gallery of Modern Art conscientiously looks after its collection. The climatic conditions in principal galleries are controlled by the central air-conditioning plant throughout the year. 

The restorer periodically inspects works of art and the damaged ones are professionally restored from time to time. Photographs of works of art before and after restoration - showing various stages - are maintained for higher research and future reference.
http://www.ngmaindia.gov.in/about_ngma.asp
http://www.bharatonline.com/delhi/museum/gallery-modern-art.html
http://www.indfy.com/places-to-see-in-delhi/museum-in-delhi/national-gallery-of-modern-art.html
For more information on ‘Delhi’, please visit our special ‘Delhi Documenta’ section in the HLRC: 

Habitat Library & Resource Centre (HLRC)

India Habitat Centre

2nd Floor, Convention Centre, Lodhi Road, New Delhi, 

Ph: 43662021-2022. Fax: 2468 2011,

E-mail: hlrc@indiahabitat.org, Web site: www.indiahabitat.org
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