[image: image4.jpg]



India Habitat Centre

Habitat Library & Resource Centre

IHC Walk: November 30, 2008, 8:00 a.m.


Location: Near the Delhi Gate of Shahjahanbad 

Time to Visit: Open on all days

Preferred Timings: 10.00 am-9.00 pm

Admission Fee: Free and open to all 

Photography charges: nil 

How to Reach: Tourists can either take local buses from various points within the city to reach this locality or they can hire auto-rickshaws, taxis or take the metro rail. 

Nearest Railway Station: Old Delhi Railway Station

Nearest Metro Station: Chawri Bazaar 

Functional Metro Station: Chawri Bazaar 

Nearest International Airport: Indira Gandhi International Airport

Time required for sightseeing: About 50 minutes 

Daryaganj, also called Darya Ganj lit. "River Trading Post/Warehouse"), is a neighbourhood of Delhi which includes the walled city of Shahjahanabad (Old Delhi). The "darya" (lit. "River") refers to the river Yamuna which was just outside the walled city. Daryaganj is one of the three subdivisions of Central Delhi District.

Daryaganj continues to be a major commercial hub of modern Old Delhi. The district bustles with shoppers from Monday to Saturday, and on Sunday is home to India's largest platform market for magazines and second hand books.

Daryaganj is also famous for its all time favourite markets like the Sunday Market or the Kitab Bazaar (Book Market) that is held every Sunday on street pavements. One may find any book in the English or Hindi language that is published across the world.

The former President of Pakistan, Pervez Musharraf was born and used to live in Daryaganj before migrating to Pakistan after the Partition of India in 1947.[1]

Darya Ganj today is quite well known all over the country, thanks to the number of book publishers who have their offices here. Ranging from S. Chand & Co., to Prentice Hall India, to Oxford University Press.

In addition to this, Darya Ganj is known to all Delhi-wallahs for the food you can get here. From the Bedmiyaan of Gupta ji, to Devi ke Kulche, to Pindi ke Chholle Bhature, these are a must try for anyone going to Darya Ganj. Of course, you could also hop over to the areas around Jama Masjid, for some delicious Kababs, whether from the roadside stalls, or some of the cooking of establishments like Karim's.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daryaganj
Daryaganj

The busy locality of Daryaganj, near the Delhi Gate of Shahjahanbad, is known for its unique feature, a very distinct style of architecture prevalent at the turn of the century. The influence of modern European architecture is quite prominent in the buildings of the area. They have mouldings on the façade, circular pilasters (columns), semi-circular arches and were designed in such a manner as to encounter the 'riot of light' (heat) as well as the chilly winter of Delhi. Fireplaces can be found in most houses and they are large and spacious with lots of space to breathe. However, prior to the British, the area served as a small open market place for the citizens of Shahjahanbad. It came to be known as Daryaganj (Darya-river, ganj-market) because the River Yamuna used to flow near it. 

Today, after so many centuries, Daryaganj is still a market but now an overpopulated busy and congested one. Today it has the offices of some of the most well known distributors, publication houses and organizations of the country apart from good Indian restaurants and shops selling different kinds of items. Golcha, one of the oldest cinema halls of the capital, Delhi Book Store, said to be the Asia's largest medical bookshop, Moti Mahal (Pearl Palace) Restaurant widely acknowledged for its Mughlai dishes and Lahore Music House (reputed for dealing in musical instruments) are few of the popular destinations, which can be explored on the streets of Daryaganj. 

Special Attraction

Daryaganj Old Book Market

Apart from these living artefacts, Daryaganj at present is extremely popular for its thriving old book bazaar where book lovers and students come from various parts of the country to purchase books at throw away prices every Sunday. Stretching over a kilometer on the pavements of Daryaganj and a source of income for about 200 pavement booksellers, this interesting book bazaar is a special feature of the area for the past three decades. A patient buyer never returns disappointed from here as he will definitely spot some interesting book among the piles of secondhand books, periodicals and magazines. 

Nearby Tourist Attractions: 

Jama Masjid, Chandni Chowk, Salimgarh Fort, Kashmeri Gate, St James Church, Dara Shikoh Library, Lothian Cemetery, and Rajghat

Nearby Places to Eat

Peshawari restaurant, Moti Mahal, Nandlal Ka Dhaba, Mithas fast food joint, Karim Hotel near Jama Masjid, Ghantewala sweet shop, Paranthewali gali, Natraj hotel, Chor Bizarre at Broadway Hotel and many delicious roadside food stalls. 

http://www.indfy.com/places-to-see-in-delhi/old-delhi/darya-ganj.html
Daryaganj – Delhi’s Favourite Book Market
Submitted by sarfrazyusuf on Sat, 03/03/2007 - 17:38. 
· Places of Interest 

· Central Delhi
One of the busiest and most congested localities of Delhi – Daryaganj -gets its name from the fact that, once upon a time, the river Yamuna used to flow near it. Daryaganj is known for its distinctive style of architecture with circular columns and semi-circular arches designed for both winters and summers. The houses are also large and spacious with fireplaces in most, showing the British influence. 

Today Daryaganj has offices of some of the most well known distributors, publication houses and organizations of the country apart from several good Indian restaurants. Some of the better known places of Daryaganj include Golcha, one of the oldest cinema halls of the capital, Delhi Book Store, said to be the Asia's largest medical bookshop, Moti Mahal (Pearl Palace) Restaurant widely acknowledged for its Mughlai dishes and Lahore Music House, reputed for dealing in musical instruments.

But what makes Daryaganj really popular, especially amongst youngsters, is the fact that it houses one of the most extensive second hand book outlets – the old book bazaar - where book lovers and students come from various parts of the country to purchase books at throw away prices every Sunday. Stretching over a kilometer on the pavements of Daryaganj, this book bazaar has been a special feature of the area for the past three decades and there is something for every book lover out here.

How to Reach – Near Delhi Gate, Old Delhi

Old Book Bazaar Timing – 10am – 9pm (Sundays only) 

http://www.delhilive.com/daryaganj-delhi-s-favourite-book-market
Daryaganj - maps
http://maps.google.co.in/maps?hl=en&q=Daryaganj+delhi&cr=countryIN&um=1&ie=UTF-8&sa=X&oi=geocode_result&resnum=1&ct=title
Gates of Old Delhi
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Shahjahanabad, the 17th century city of Shah Jahan and the seventh city of Delhi, which was completed in 1649, was built like a huge fortress surrounded by strong rubble-built high walls from all sides with bastions, 14 high-arched openings gates and 16 windows. The city with its base at the imposing Red Fort (now the world's largest non-functional fort) was a difficult proposition for any enemy to enter and challenge the sovereignty of the Mughal Emperor. Polygonal in plan, the city was strategically built with 14 gates for the people and the royal procession to enter or exit, while taking trips in different directions. At present, there are just five gates left of the grand city that have fortunately survived the ravages of time. 

Delhi Gate
Delhi Gate, the other existing gate of the walled city is situated just opposite the Daryaganj Police Station and Ambedkar Ground. It was the southeast gate of the walled city of Shahjahanabad. This gate was so named because the road from this gate led to the previous cities of Delhi. The road was popularly called as thandi sarak (cool road), because the thoroughfare was lined with trees and provided enough shade to keep the scorching sun away.

Made up of red sandstone, Delhi Gate is still an imposing gateway, though not really capable of reflecting its original grandeur. The interesting thing about the gate is that it has its century old wooden locking system, which is not in use. The gate is now the starting point of the popular Daryaganj old book market held on Sunday.

http://www.indfy.com/places-to-see-in-delhi/old-delhi/gates-of-old-delhi.html
Sunheri Masjid
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Location: Outside the southwestern corner of Delhi Gate of Red Fort, opposite the Netaji Subhash Park 

Open: On all days

Admission: Free and open to all.

How to Reach: Tourists can either take local buses from various points within the city to reach this monument, which is located in Old Delhi, or they can hire auto-rickshaws and taxis or metro rail. Just 100 meters from Delhi Gate of Red Fort

Timings: Sunrise to sunset

Video charges: nil

Nearest Railway Station: Old Delhi Railway Station

Nearest Metro Station: Kashmiri Gate

Functional Metro Station: Kashmiri Gate 

Nearest International Airport: Indira Gandhi International Airport

Time required for sightseeing: 30 minutes 

(Data are as of July 2005)

Located outside the southwestern corner of Delhi Gate of Red Fort, opposite the Netaji Subhash Park stands the magnificent Sunehri Masjid (not to confuse with Sunehri Masjid of Chandni Chowk). It is one of the fortunate buildings of Old Delhi that was not damaged during and after the first war of Indian Independence in 1857. Also known as Golden Mosque the mosque was built by Nawab Qudsiya Begum, the wife of Emperor Ahmad Shah in 1751. One of the eunuchs of Qudsiya begum, Jawed Khan supervised the construction of the mosque. 

The main feature of the mosque is that it is surmounted by three domes, which were originally gilt with copper from which it derives its name. The mosque has a main prayer hall and two minarets. The central arch of the mosque bears an inscription, which informs the builder of the mosque and date of construction. The dome of the minarets too had copper gilt plates. In 1852, Bahadur Shah II repaired it and replaced the copper plates of the domes by sandstone facing. 

Nearby Tourist Attractions

Red Fort, Jama Masjid, Chandni Chowk, Salimgarh Fort, St James Church and Rajghat.

Nearby Places to Eat

Karim Hotel, Ghantewala sweet shop, food stalls near Jama Masjid, Paranthewali gali, Natraj hotel, Chor Bizarre of Broadway Hotel, Daryaganj's Flora, Peshwari, Moti Mahal Restaurant, Worker's canteen of Inter-State Bus terminal and many roadside food stalls are there for refreshment.

Nearby Shopping Venues

Chandni Chowk (curios, souvenirs, silver and glass bead jewellery) Nai Sarak (books), Chor bazaar (electronic goods), Daryaganj book market (on Sunday) and Chatta Chowk in Red Fort (traditional and contemporary jewellery and handicrafts)

http://www.indfy.com/places-to-see-in-delhi/old-delhi/sunehri-masjid.html
Zinat-ul Masjid or Ghata Masjid
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Location: On Khairati Ghat, Ansari Road along the walls of Shahjahanabad in Daryaganj, opposite Shakti Sthal and south of Red Fort

Open: On all days

Admission: Free and open to all

How to Reach: Tourists can either take local buses from various points within the city to reach this monument, which is located between Old Delhi and New Delhi, or they can hire auto-rickshaws and taxis or metro rail. 

Preferred Timings: 10.00 am-5.00 pm

Video charges: Prior permission required, check with the local authorities

Nearest Railway Station: Old Delhi Railway Station

Nearest Metro Station:Kashmiri Gate

Functional Metro Station: Kashmiri Gate 

Nearest International Airport: Indira Gandhi International Airport

Time required for sightseeing: 40 minutes

(Data are as of July 2005)

Located on Khairati Ghat, Ansari Road along the walls of Shahjahanabad in Daryaganj, opposite Shakti Sthal and south of Red Fort, Zinat-ul Masjid is also known as 'Ghata Masjid'. Built in 1707 AD by Zinat-ul-Nissa Begum, the daughter of Emperor Aurangzeb, the mosque is said to be a replica of the magnificent Jama Masjid on a smaller scale. The main features of this beautiful mosque are its sky touching minarets, Kangura battlements and its alternative strips of white and black marble on the domes. The mosque is a protected monument as it is of considerable architectural merit.

The mosque has a large courtyard, which is built on a raised platform. Beneath the courtyard there are over 12 basement chambers, which were used for various purposes. It also has a tank in the center, which is no longer in use. The main entrance of the courtyard is from southern side while the northern side entrance remains closed. The walls of the mosque are built of random rubble and dressed stone while the floor is constructed with red sandstone. The two towering minarets are made mainly of red sandstone. Surmounted by three bulbous domes, the prayer chamber of the mosque consists of seven arches. There was also a tomb in the courtyard where Zinat-ul-Begum was buried in 1711 AD. The British removed the tomb after the 1857 war when they used the mosque for military purposes.

Nearby Tourist Attractions

Red Fort, Jama Masjid, Chandni Chowk, Salimgarh Fort, St James Church, Dara Shikoh Library, Lothian Cemetery, and Rajghat

Nearby Places to Eat

Hotel Inter-Continental in Connaught Place, Karim Hotel, Ghantewala sweet shop, food stalls near Jama Masjid, Paranthewali gali, Natraj hotel, Chor Bizarre of Broadway Hotel, Daryaganj's Flora, Peshwari, Moti Mahal Restaurant, Worker's canteen of Inter-State Bus terminal and many roadside food stalls are there for refreshment.
Nearby Shopping Venues

Chandni Chowk (curios, souvenirs, silver and glass bead jewellery) Nai Sarak (books), Chor bazaar (electronic goods), Daryaganj book market (on Sunday) and Chatta Chowk in Red Fort (traditional and contemporary jewellery and handicrafts)

http://www.indfy.com/places-to-see-in-delhi/old-delhi/zinat-ul-masjid.html
For more information on ‘Delhi’, please visit our special ‘Delhi Documenta’ section in the HLRC: 

Habitat Library & Resource Centre (HLRC)

India Habitat Centre

2nd Floor, Convention Centre, Lodhi Road, New Delhi, 

Ph: 43662021-2022. Fax: 2468 2011,

E-mail: hlrc@indiahabitat.org, Web site: www.indiahabitat.org
Daryaganj
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