[image: image1.jpg]



India Habitat Centre

Habitat Library & Resource Centre

IHC Walk: November 9, 2008, 8:00 a.m.

RIVER YAMUNA

Location : North India.
Location:Yamunotri 
Length: 1,370-km
Coverage: Uttar Pradsh, Haryana, And Delhi
Important Cities: Delhi, Agra, And Allahabad 

The Mythological Importance

The Yamuna and the Ganges or Ganga are considered to be the most sacred rivers in India. According to the legends, Yamuna was the daughter of 'Surya', the Sun God, and sister to 'Yama', the God of Death. Consequently, popular belief has it that those who take a dip in the holy waters of the source stream are not tormented by fears of death. 

The main reason why it is so revered is that it flows through Vrindavan and Mathura, and is thus intimately connected to Lord Krishna's pastimes. As far as sanctity of river Yamuna is concerned, it is more directly connected with Lord Krishna than the Ganges. The Lord sanctified the River Yamuna from the beginning of his transcendental pastimes in the world. While his father 'Vasudeva' was crossing the Yamuna with baby Lord Krishna for a safe place at Gokul on the other bank of the river from Mathura, the Lord fell down in the river, and by the dust of his lotus feet the river at once became sanctified. 

A bath in this river is said to be one hundred times more purifying than a bath in the Ganges. The reason being that even though the Ganges was once touched by the feet of Lord Vishnu, it was the Yamuna where Lord Krishna himself played and swam with his cowherd friends. He also sported in its waters with the beautiful 'gopis' of Brajbhoomi. 

The Source
Popularly called Jamuna river in Uttar Pradesh state, northern India, rising in Himalayas near Yamunotri. It is about 234-km north of Haridwar. Technically the source of the Yamuna is Saptarishi Kund, a glacial lake. To reach it one has to climb from Yamunotri 12-km right up the mountain.

From Yamunotri the Yamuna flows south until it reaches Delhi. The river then flows towards Braj Mandala through Vrindavan and Mathura. From there, it goes through Agra and eventually merges with the Ganges and the underground Saraswati at Prayag in Allahabad. The Hindus consider this confluence of rivers a sacred place. 

http://www.indiainfoweb.com/delhi/rivers/yamuna.html
Yamuna River
Yamuna is one of the major rivers of India having the total length of about 1370 km. The source of Yamuna is Yamunotri in the Uttaranchal Himalaya, which is north of Haridwar in the Himalayan Mountains. Yamuna River flows through the states of Delhi, Haryana and Uttar Pradesh and finally merges with river Ganges in Allahabad. A number of prominent cities such as Delhi, Mathura and Agra lie on the bank of river Yamuna. 

In the capital New Delhi and its surrounding areas, Yamuna is one of the most polluted rivers in the world in spite of the numerous efforts made to keep is clean. The main reason behind this is the high density of the population living in the city and the dumping of untreated water and waste into the river. To add to it the attitude of government is lax towards it and the projects meant for the cleansing of the river are not implemented properly. The water in this river remains stagnant for nine months in a year that further aggravates the situation. 

As per the figures, Delhi alone contributes around 3,296 MLD (million liters per day) of sewage in the river. Over the next five years the government has planned to rebuild and repair the sewerage system and the drains that empty into the river. But to what extent these plans will be implemented is a big question mark.

The Ministry of Environment and Forests have taken certain steps to clean the river and stop its further pollution. The National River Conservation Directorate is implementing the action plan, Yamuna Action Plan, since 1993 in 12 towns of Haryana, 8 towns of Uttar Pradesh, and Delhi. The Japan Bank for International Cooperation (JBIC) is participating in the Yamuna Action Plan in 15 of the above 21 towns.

http://www.delhilive.com/yamuna-river
Yamuna River: bird watching
 
Undoubtedly both banks of the Yamuna and its associated wetlands are the most productive places. During peak periods over 150 species in a day is possible. The area is justly famous for huge duck and goose flocks with up to 20000 of 20 species, which regularly included Bar-headed and Grey-lag Geese, both Ruddy and Common Shelduck and Ferruginous and Red-crested Pochard. There is a huge roosting winter gull flock of up to 10000 birds which is dominated by Black and Brown-headed Gulls but usually with a few Pallas’s, Yellow-legged, Heuglin’s and even Armenian. In addition a wide range of wetland species including most  of India’s herons and egrets and many migrant wader species should be seen. The winter roosts of hirundines, wagtails, mynahs and starlings probably exceed a lakh  (100,000) and are a wonderful spectacle at dusk, especially if they are being harried by falcons or Marsh Harriers. As the Yamuna is a major migration flyway almost any migratory species could turn up; the rarity list grows annually with Baer's Pochard, Upland Buzzard and Horned Lark being recent additions. The river is orientated north south so it is important to take account of the rising and setting sun. Thus observations from the east bank can be difficult in the evening (and vice versa). From mid-December to mid February there can be thick fog in Delhi and it may be better to wait until mid-morning if you want to use a telescope on the duck flocks for instance. Also remember that the flow is controlled by a flood barrage at Okhla and therefore water depth can vary considerably from day to day, obviously affecting the number, variety and distribution of the birds. 

The best area is between the new Flyover and the Barrage. From Okhla village take the river road from the great Sand Mound (marked on Eicher maps) and view the river and marshes from the several small tree-lined bunds that strike out eastwards. This area is really only good in winter and best in the evening. At the eastern end of the Barrage you will notice a narrow curved spit that strikes out northwards. There is a footpath on it and from the end it is often possible to have excellent views of the duck and flamingo flocks if you hide in the bushes. These bushes are excellent for wintering and passage warblers and Mountain Chiffchaff and Smoky Warbler have been recorded there. A little further on towards Noida, a narrow road branches north following the river. If the water is reasonably high and not too clogged with water hyacinth, this can give excellent views of many species especially in the morning. The end of this narrow road coincides with the start of the new flyover and a raised bund heads westwards to the Temple (exactly opposite the Okhla Sand Mound). This is probably the most productive walk of all for variety with some very extensive reed beds to look over. It is here that the largest winter roosting flocks can be observed and they include a Marsh Harrier roost of up to 40 birds. 

The Temple Bund itself acts as something of a magnet to migrants so walk it very slowly. Wrynecks regularly winter along there and it is one of the favoured sites for the Red-headed Falcons. Eurasian Hobby and Oriental Turtle Dove have both been recorded and the enigmatic Pale Martin has been seen among Streak-breasted Swallow flocks in summer. Keep an eye on the sky for highflying passers by. If the water isn't too high you can walk on buffalo paths into the reeds, round the damp fields or along the river edge. If the water level is high, sit on the Temple mound and the birds will fly past. The great Banyan Tree has a very confiding nesting pair of Spotted Owlets that nest just above the shrine to Lord Shiva and the foliage is often full of Yellow-footed Green Pigeons and (in summer) Golden Orioles. If water is non-existent in summer, walk out over the great sandbanks from here. Whenever the water is shallow or mud exposed wader numbers increase rapidly whatever the season. Among the usual flocks, dominated by Black-winged Stilts, Ruff and Wood Sandpipers, Avocets (up to 1000 on passage), Curlew Sandpipers and Lesser Sandplovers may be found and local rarities such as Pacific Golden Plover and Terek Sandpiper are almost annually found. Any Asian wader is possible especially during passage so it is worth searching carefully.
http://delhibird.net/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=81&Itemid=98
http://www.indianetzone.com/2/yamuna_river.htm
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