
The Merchant & The Parrot
Performed by: Rumi-Balki Company, in collaboration 
with The Ernst Busch  Academy Berlin
Directed by: Ahmed Nasir Formuli
Language: Musical, English 
(with Persian Poems)
Medium: Puppets, Masks, Objects
Duration: 50 minutes
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Based on the Persian Poet Rumi's work; it's a 
colourful extravaganza about existence, life 
and freedom. A merchant is known across 
the land for his talking and singing parrot. 
One day, the merchant is visiting India on 
business and asks all what they would like as 
gifts from there. Everyone wants exotic and 
rich things like silk, jewels and more– but 
the beautiful parrot, when asked, says her 
gift is a message to the free parrots of India. 
How do you think this tale will end? Only the 

audience get to find out the 
beautiful ending.

The Ishara International Puppet Theatre Festival

It's time to celebrate! 
2017 marks the 30th anniversary of the Ishara Puppet Theatre; 
a momentous milestone for us. The festivities for this pearl 
anniversary have already begun, with the 15th Ishara 
International Puppet Theatre Festival.

 Since 2001, the trust has supported and nurtured the festival, 
which, from humble beginnings, has grown into the country's 
leading platform for Indian and International puppetry.

 Produced by Teamworks Productions, the festival is back and 
it's more spectacular than ever! Whether you're age nine or 
ninety - get ready to be entertained with a variety of 
sensational, inspirational and magical shows. From the 
traditional to modern forms of puppetry; to mixed 
performances with dance, theatre, music and more – there’s a 
dazzling line up of entertainment and storytelling for all ages.

 Alongside the best talent India has to offer, puppeteers and 
performers from across the world will come together to 
celebrate the art of puppetry.  Over a 150 international 
puppetry companies have already performed at the festival 
since its inception.  Countries that have participated include the 
UK, Belgium, Italy, Germany, Switzerland, Spain, Turkey, Brazil, 
Sweden, Norway, Israel, Iran, Sri Lanka, Indonesia, Taiwan, 
Japan, Afghanistan, Ireland, Australia, Switzerland & USA.

 A world-renowned centre for puppeteers, artists and 
performers, India is an ideal choice for such a gathering of 
talent on the planet. This year the festival will take place from 
the 3rd to 10th February 2017 at the Indian Habitat Centre in 
New Delhi, Auditorium-Artemis Hospital Gurgaon and the 
Tagore Theatre, Chandigarh.

Corporate houses, organisations, media entities & individual 
donors are welcome to partner and help promote this festival 
and art form. Donations made to the Ishara Puppet Theatre 
Trust qualify for exemption under Section 80G of the Income 
Tax Act.

For further information write to: dadipud@gmail.com
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rd3  February, Amphitheatre IHC, 7:30 pm
th4  February, Artemis Hospital Gurgaon 7:00 pm

th6  February, Tagore Theatre, Chandigarh, 6:30 pm

The Lantern Festival
Performed by: 
Chin Fei Feng Marionette Theatre Troupe
Directed by: Hsueh Ying-yuan
Language: Non-verbal, Musical
Medium: String puppets, Marionettes 
Duration: 45 minutes

Get ready for a unique visual spectacle with 
both marionettists and marionettes appearing 
together on stage in this delightful 
performance. The Lantern Festival is an 
important part of New Year celebrations for 
Taiwanese and Chinese cultures, and this 
opera style, music-filled, humorous show 
highlights the best of the festival traditions. 
Have the time of your life with the world's 
smallest dancing lions, kooky acrobats, comical 
children, a fortune telling God and more! It's 
an innovative and magical experience that's 
both captivating for children and inspiring for 
adults.

The Theft of Sita
Performed by: Sanggar Paripurna Puppet Theatre 
Directed by: I Made Sida
Language: Musical, English & Recitation
Medium: Shadow puppets, Video Projections, 
Actors, Dancers
Duration: 50 minutes

A dazzling modern reinterpretation of the 
epic Ramayana, this mixed media 
performance fabulously weaves shadow 
puppetry, video projections, dancers and 
more all together. The handsome prince 
Rama, along with his two plucky 
companions, is on a mission to rescue his 
lovely wife Sita from the clutches of the 
demonic Ravana. Our hero and his friends 
travel through Bali and Lanka, and along 
the way, try to save the environment from 
being destroyed and battle dangerous 
adversaries. Watch the classic story come 
to life in a unique way, which is as 
educational as it is entertaining!
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th4  February, Amphitheatre IHC 
7:00 & 8:30 pm 

th10  February, Artemis Hospital Gurgaon, 7:00 pm

Special Creatures
Performed by: Roberto White Puppet Theatre
Directed by: Roberto White 
Language:  Non-verbal, Mime
Medium: Puppets, Objects, Actor
Duration: 50 minutes

A fantastic 
medley of seven 
sweet and comical 
performances, this 
award winning 
non-verbal show is 
classic story-telling 
done up close! Watch 
in amazement as the magic unfolds in front 
of you, as ordinary everyday objects such 
as balloons, ping pong balls, wrapping 
paper and plastic bags come to life. This 
lyrical and delightful production by clown 
and puppeteer Roberto White, is filled with 

unexpected surprises and 
discoveries, and presents a 
poetic journey for the 
child in all of us. A zephyr 
of pure originality, it's 
been presented across the 
world to great acclaim.

th5  February, Tagore Theatre Chandigarh 
6:30 pm

Hamara Circus
Performed by: Kuch Kuch Puppet Theatre India
Directed & Designed by: Mohhamed Shameem
Language: Musical, Non Verbal,
Medium: String Puppets, Objects. 
Duration: 45 minutes
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Home, Sweet Home
Performed by: Fairouz Nustas 
Puppet Theatre
Directed by: Fairouz Fawzy Nastas
Language: Mix of English & Arabic
Medium: Puppets, Actors
Duration: 45 minutes

th6  February, Amphitheatre IHC, 7:30 pm
rd3  February, Artemis Hospital Gurgaon 7:00 pm

th7  February, Amphitheatre IHC, 7:30 pm
th6  February, Artemis Hospital Gurgaon 7:00 pm

th4  February, Tagore Theatre, Chandigarh, 6:30 pm
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kooky cast of loveable characters perform 
and entertain all with their marvellous feats. 
Watch loveable Dalmatians zip around, the 
mischievous snake charmer do 
summersaults, and colourful scarves do 
tricks - you'll be clapping for more each 
time! Set to music from all around the 
world, the multi-colourful, non verbal show 
features a full cast of bright, friendly & funny 
string puppets performed by Mohhamed 
Shameem, a talented and skilled puppeteer. 
A one of a kind show that will delight and 
captivate you and your children.

Based on two traditional Palestinian folk 
tales, it's a fun-filled, fantasy adventure with 
many mischievous puppets. Our hero is a 
seven year old physically challenged boy, 
with whom the other children don't like to 
play with, because he's different from them. 
His mother gives him an old book to read, 
and he's then magically transported to 
Wonderland, where he has many happy 
adventures with new friends. This heart 
warming parable will teach kids of all ages 
that children with special needs are much 
like them in many 
ways. Be prepared 
to be moved 
and enriched 
by this 
extraordinary 
performance.

th5  February, Amphitheatre IHC, 7:30 pm
th7  February, mArtemis Hospital Gurgaon 7:00 p

rd3  February, Tagore Theatre, Chandigarh, 6:30 pmA
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Tayareh's Itinerary 
Performed by: Iran Puppet Theatre
Directed by: Homa Jeddikar 
Language: Musical, English (With Few Lines In Farsi)
Medium: String puppets, Musicians
Duration: 50 minutes

Ir
an

Apples & Oranges
Performed by: The Ishara Puppet Theatre Group
Direction & Design: Dadi D. Pudumjee &
 the Ishara Puppeteers 
Language: Musical, Non Verbal, Mime,
Medium: Puppets, Objects, Actors 
Duration: 45 minutes

In
d
ia A veritable explosion of family fun, music and 

creativity; this clever and witty production 
makes the young and old learn important 
values without preaching or nagging! Three 
clowns and a puppet wittily engage with 
each other and the audience, highlighting the 
tolerant / intolerant times we live in. Inspired 
by the words of Rumi & Timothy Keller, 
Pudumjee & Ishara cleverly weave a medley 

of performances 
together on things 
we see all around us 
– from food to 

violence, to 
matrimonial columns 

to street children aspiring 
to go to school – to teach 

us the importance of 
tolerance, 

compassion 
and love. 
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The Story of The Little 
Old Man
Performed by: Marionetteatern 
Directed by: Helena Nilsson
Language: English
Medium: Puppets, Objects, Actors 
Duration: 45 minutes

The much loved children's tale by Barbro 
Lindgren comes to life in this award winning, 
inspirational and sensational performance. 
Our hero is a lonely, little old man who lives 
in an unfriendly town. One day, he meets a 
big, loveable dog, whose companionship 
changes his life forever. The friendly doggy 
later makes a new friend, and the little old 
man worries that his four legged pal will 
soon forget all about him. What happens 
next is a surprise! A delightful story on how 
to make and maintain friendships - discover 
the true meaning of being a friend.

www.isharapuppet.com  The Ishara Puppet Theatre Trust

*For Further Information - Teamwork Arts: +91 9643302036

th8  February, Amphitheatre IHC, 7:30 pm
th5  February, Artemis Hospital Gurgaon 7:00 pm

th9  February, Amphitheatre IHC, 7:30 pm
th8  February, Artemis Hospital Gurgaon 7:00 pm

th10  February, Amphitheatre IHC, 7:30 pm
th9  February, Artemis Hospital Gurgaon 7:00 pm
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Tickets @ Rs 400/- 
India Habitat Centre, Delhi: Tel +11 43663090/80 

online: www.kyazoonga.com/ishara2017

Artemis Auditorium,Sector 51 Gurgaon  
Tel +91 9990 303802 in.bookmyshow.com
Programmes subject to change. For further information: 
Teamwork Arts: +91 9643302036, 9643302037

Samayara Chhaire
or  “In The Shadow Of Time”

A film by Shankhajeet De, Produced by IGNCA 
Language: Odiya with subtitles in English
Duration: 90 minutes

th8  February
Main Auditorium

India International Centre, 3:00 pm

Meet Iran's most famous marionette and 
oldest puppet character – Mobarak! The 
dashing courtier falls in love with the 
beautiful dancer Tayareh, but she has many 
suitors wooing her. So his master teaches him 
how to win her heart, but before he can 
marry her, an evil Demon suddenly comes 
and steals Mobarak away. Tayareh learns of 
his kidnapping, and with the help of a wise 
Kathputli from Rajasthan visiting Iran, goes on 
an epic quest to rescue Mobarak. Will the two 
sweethearts live happily ever after? Watch this 
fantastic, music filled show to find out.
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A Puppeteer’s 

Journey 
A display of Dadi D. Pudumjee’s 
Art of puppetry since 1980 

th3 - 10  February
Annexe Art Gallery 

India International Centre (Annexe) 
11:00 am - 7:00 pm

E
xh
ib
it
io
n

Fi
lm

“Samayara Chhaire” or “In The Shadow of Time” 
is a feature length documentary film that 
explores the journey of Ravana Chhaya, the 
shadow puppetry form practiced in Odisha. It 
is popular for its interplay of translucent and 
dark shadows, and the use of lyrical Odiya 
poetic rendition of Ramayana. The film puts 
forward a persuasive voice of the present day 
puppeteers, reflecting upon the changes the 
tradition has undergone in the last over 40 
years in the name of keeping it alive. 

About the filmmaker:
Shankhajeet De is a documentary 
filmmaker and researcher based in 
New Delhi. His interest lies in the 
subjects of culture, faith, tradition and 

performing practices. He makes documentary 
films with an ethnographic lens. “Samayara 
Chaire” is his first attempt at making a feature 
length documentary. 

The Ishara Puppet Theatre Trust, celebrates the 
creativity and the ingenuity of Indian puppeteer 
Dadi D. Pudumjee, in an exhibition unlike no other.  
His work has inspired many generations of 
puppeteers, and a diverse collection of his puppets 
have been put together for the first time in this 
unique display. 

Lively and colourful characters of all shapes and 
sizes compete for your attention from all directions 
and eras. Visitors will get to see puppets created 
during Mr. Pudumjee's Sutradhar puppet theatre 
days at Shri Ram Centre for Arts and Culture in 
1980 to his work for television, film, theatre, award 
winning productions and more.

There are many legendary and well known Indian 
puppets and characters that haven't been on 
display for decades, and the exhibition shines light 
on fascinating aspects of Mr. Pudumjee's four 
decade career in Delhi. A chance for the young and 
old to experience puppetry in all of its many forms 
– be sure not to miss it. 

For further information about the exhibition 
send an email to dadipud@gmail.comA
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Indira Gandhi 
National Centre 
for the Arts

rd th3  - 10  February 2017*
India Habitat Centre, New Delhi

rd th3  - 10  Feb : The Auditorium - Artemis Hospital, Gurgaon
rd th3  -  6  Feb : Tagore Theatre, Chandigarh 

International 

Puppet Festival 


