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PRAKRITI AT HABITAT
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DIRECTOR’S NOTE 2018
Growing Urbanisation is a part of the
development process. With urbanisation
comes several problems. One of them is the
all-pervading view of cement and brick in the
structures that have to come up in the cities.
This is of course inevitable for people to work
and live. This shrinking of the green spaces is
something that is sought to be combated in
different ways.

Portulacaria afra
Jade Plant

Urban planners try and give a city “lungs”
– green spaces to relieve the stark concrete
jungle that surrounds us. Then there are
spaces like the India Habitat Centre which try
and strike a balance between the requirements
of work places and the beauty of well laid out
gardens and green spaces.
At the individual level, all of us try and develop
a patch of green in our homes. Where land
is not available small pots dot the balconies,
terraces and window sills. These provide the
much needed splashes of green and other
colours to contrast the stark background.
The lucky ones even manage some fruits
and vegetables. All of this helps to keep our
connections to nature alive in the midst of our
artificial surroundings.
The Habitat Diary 2018 pays homage to
these emotions through an exposure to
different kinds of flowers as well as fruits and
vegetables. I do hope the users of this Diary
would find this enjoyable and functionally
useful.

Rakesh Kacker

Director
India Habitat Centre

The fact that I can plant a seed and it becomes a
flower, share a bit of knowledge and it becomes
another's, smile at someone and receive a smile
in return, are to me continual spiritual exercises.
- Leo Buscaglia
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CURATOR’S NOTE 2018
This particular edition of the personal diary
from the India Habitat Centre is yet another
collector's item. Keeping in mind our concerns
with our habitat we thought a companion to
a horticulturist enthusiast would be apt. India
with its rich bio-diversity is the natural habitat
for a variety of flowers, fruits and vegetables.
From the ubiquitous tomato to the vibrant
marigold, from the lush aubergine to the
fragrant night jasmine the richness of the flora
of the land is indeed expansive.
With the physical spaces shrinking as part
of development, the increase in population
terrace gardens are becoming more and
more popular. So we collaborated with an
interesting outfit called Edible Routes to enrich
all of you, who would be proud owners of this
special diary from the Visual Arts Gallery, India
Habitat Centre. Together with Edible Routes

we thought of taking a peep into the world of
seasonal flowers, fruits, and vegetables, which
each one of you could bring into your homes.
The India Habitat Centre itself is a space
of arts and aesthetics brought into Lutyens
Delhi by the sensitive architect/vishwakarma
Joseph Allen Stein. Over the years the
Centre has grown into an urban oasis. To
share this, the serenity of his sanctuary,
we are interspersing ink drawings which
bring in a visual delight. Interesting titbits of
information and forays into Do It Yourself (DIY)
is offered to every user of this diary. So enjoy
the beautiful illustrations which will brighten
your day as you pen down your daily activities
and chores through the year 2018.

Dr Alka Pande

Consultant Art Advisor
& Curator
Visual Arts Gallery,
India Habitat Centre

OBJECTIVE AND AIMS OF IHC
Concept behind IHC's Logo
The symbol has three basic elements. The
downward pointing triangle within the male
figure encircled by the words “India Habitat
Centre”. The figure of the man, developed
from a prototype of a rock painting from the
Bhimbetka in Madhya Pradesh, represents
the anthropomorphic personification of Siva,
as the divine archer. The bow in his left hand
has been deleted for purpose of design.
The downward pointing triangle is a female
symbol representing “Shakti”. It is based on
“Shri Yantra”, a general term of instruments of
worship which include geometric forms. An
amalgamation of the two forms symbolize the
creative activity of the cosmic male and female
energies in the successive stages of evolution.
The symbol is in entirety would represent
the aim of the India Habitat Centre to resolve
and restore at every level – Environmental
and Ecological, a balanced, harmonious and
improved way of life.
India Habitat Centre
India Habitat Centre was conceived to provide
a physical environment which would serve
as a catalyst for a synergetic relationship
between individuals and institutions working
in diverse habitat related areas and therefore,
maximise their total effectiveness. Spread
over an area of 9 acres, the IHC campus has
been designed and built by Joseph Stein,
Doshi and Bhalla who have created and
island of architectural excellence in the busy
metropolis of India’s capital, Delhi. The campus
weaves in a unique interplay of institutions,

supporting infrastructure and facilities such
as Conference venues, Auditoria, Hospitality
areas, The Library & Resource Centre and the
Art Galleries.
Aims and Objectives
Develop an integrated physical environment
in which various professions and institutions
dealing with different facets of habitat and
habitat related environmental issues would
function, interact and attempt to resolve
habitat related problems in a coordinated
manner.
• Promote awareness in regard to
habitat related environmental issues
including water, air, noise and waste
pollution, energy and its conservation,
water and human waste management
and other such matters.
• Promote education, research, training
and professional development on
habitat and human settlement and
environment related issues.
• Organize and promote conferences,
seminars, lectures, public debates
and exhibitions in matters relating
to habitat, human settlements and
environment.
• Offer awards, prizes scholarships
and stipends in furtherance of the
objectives of the
• Centre.
• Cooperate and collaborate with other
national and international institutions
in furtherance of the objectives of the
Centre.

Established by India Habitat Centre in
the year 2000, the Visual Arts Gallery has
become the hub of art activities which span
different genres, and cross many disciplinary
boundaries. The gallery provides the space to
new-media, video art, site-specific installations,
and conceptual art along with artworks that
can be conventionally defined under the genre
of fine arts. It is the spring board for the much
needed dissemination of high art and the
cultural translations of popular art. Along with
the Visual Arts Gallery, two other art venues
of the IHC – Open Palm Court Gallery and
the Experimental Art Gallery – have proven to
be dynamic and interactive spaces that build
synergetic relationship between the artists,
art lovers and people from all walks of life. As
part of the gallery, Amphitheatre is the open
space at IHC that has regularly promoted
socio-cultural activities, theatre, talks and
performances.
Moving away from the discrete value
associated with the art object in a gallery, the
work of art at a public space is a continual
reappraisal of the relationship shared between
the artist, art object and public. The changing
aesthetic traditions demand audience’s active
participation instead of passive appreciation.
In an effort do so, Indian traditional arts dot the
passageways and elevators. The lobbies across
the Centre are immediate site of sharing
and experiencing artistic creations. The large
outdoor spaces of the India Habitat Centre see
proudly standing tall sculptures by Balbir Singh
Katt, Ramkinker Baij, K.S. Radhakrishnan, and
Ray Meeker to name a few. In the year 2015,
the gallery opened IHC outdoor spaces to
present new and challenging artistic works.
Similarly, in a first-of-its kind initiative of taking
art to the public, IHC displays art at the two
metro stations in New Delhi: Jor Bagh and

Mandi House. Titled “Art in the Metro”, the
project has been designed in collaboration
with Delhi Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC).
The chosen artworks, displayed on the light
boxes installed at the metro stations, change
quarterly. Moreover, the explanatory text
displayed alongside is bilingual: Hindi and
English. A witness to footfall of more than
50000 per day, the metro station becomes a
brilliant site of engaging public with arts.
The Visual Arts Gallery instituted an award
titled India Habitat Centre award for
photography in the year 2003 to promote
photography as an art form. The award
supporting emerging photographers,
following a process-based evaluation, was
the first ever initiative undertaken by any
organization in India. To take a step forward,
in the year 2016, the Visual Arts Gallery
started photography festival Photosphere.
Focusing on the five primordial elements,
the Panchtattvas i.e. earth, air water, ether,
and fire, the month-long festival in December
2016 presented the artworks of the winners
outside the gallery spaces, in an effort
to create interactive spaces, where the
formal relation between artist and viewer is
dismantled.
Drawing on the advisory of Photosphere
artistic director Dr. Alka Pande and four
acclaimed photographers: Aditya Arya,
Bandeep Singh, Parthiv Shah and Prabir
Purkayastha, who also became the mentors
to the four awardees, the selection was
made from a national call for applications.
The four awardees - Harikrishna Katragadda,
KR Sunil, Monica Tiwari, and Shraddha
Borawake – highlighted gender balance and
interesting mix of visual languages.

Chrysalidocarpus lutescens
Areca Palm

ART GALLERIES AND PUBLIC
INSTITUTIONS IN DELHI
Art Alive
Ms. Sunania Anand
S-221, Panshseel Park
New Delhi – 110017
Tel: 011-41639000
www.artalivegallery.com

Art Motif
Ms. Mala Aneja
F-213-C, Lado Sarai
New Delhi – 110030
Tel: 011-42664343
www.galleryartmotif.com

Gallerie Alternatives
Ms. Manu Dosaj
102, DT Mega Mall, Dlf City
Phase-1
Gurgaon – 122002
Tel: 0124-4381439
www.galleriealternatives.com

Chawla Art Gallery
Ms. Shibani Chawla
Square One Mall, 3rd Floor,
C-2 Saket Place
New Delhi – 110017
Tel: 011-26532077/ 29561819
www.chawla-artgallery.com

Art Heritage
Mr. Ebrahim Alkazi
Triveni Kala Sangam, 205 Tansen
Marg
Mandi House
New Delhi – 110001
Tel: 011-23719470
www.artheritagegallery.com

Delhi Art Gallery (DAG)
Mr. Ashish Anand
11, Haus Khas Village
New Delhi – 110016
Tel: 011-46005300
www.dagmodern.com

Art Indus
Ms. Vijaylakshmi Dogra
37, Santushi Shoping Arcade
Opp. Ashok Samrat Hotel,
Chanakya Puri,
New Delhi – 110003
Tel: 011-26883738/ 24101250
www.artindusonline.com
Art Konsult
Mr. Siddarth Tagore
23, Hauz Khas Village
New Delhi – 110016
Tel: 011-26531819
www.artkonsult.com

Dhoomimal Art Gallery
Ms. Uma Jain
8A, Connaught Place
New Delhi – 110001
Tel: 011-41516056
www.dhoomimalgallery.com
Gallerie Ganesha
Ms. Shobha Bhatia
E-557, Greater Kailash-II
New Delhi – 110048
Tel: 011-29226043/ 29217306
www.gallerieganesha.com
Gallerie Nvya
Mr. Tripat Karla
A-29 Friends Colony (East)
New Delhi – 110065

Tel: 011-41326119/ 9717966481
www.gallerienvya.com
Gallery Espace
Ms. Renu Modi
16, Community Centre,
New Friends Colony
New Delhi – 110065
Tel: 011-26326267/ 26922947
www.galleryespace.com
Gallery Sanskriti
Ms. Ambica Beri
C-214, Sarvodaya Enclave
New Delhi – 110017
Tel: 011-26857607
www.gallerysanskriti.com
Gallery Threshold
Mr. Tunty Chauhan
F-213/A Lado Sarai
New Delhi - 110030
Tel: 011-41829181/ 46037985
www.gallerythreshold.com
Kumar Art Gallery
Mr. Virendra Kumar Jain
11, Sundar Nagar,
New Delhi – 110003
Tel: 011-24358875/ 24351113
www.kumargallery.com
Latitude 28
Ms. Bhavna Kakar
F 208 GF, Opp. The Organic Tea
Shop, Lado Sarai
New Delhi - 110030
Tel: 011-46791111
www.latitude28.com

Nature Morte
Mr. Peter Nagy
A-1, Neeti Bagh,
New Delhi – 110049
Tel: 011-41740215
naturemorte.com
Photoink
Ms. Devika Daulet Singh
A-4 Green Avenue Street Off
Green Avenue,
Church Mall Road,
Vasant Kunj, New Delhi, 110070
Tel: 011 2689 7722
www.photoink.net

Tel: 011-43500200
www.delhi.afindia.org
India International Centre
40, Max Mueller Marg,
New Delhi - 110003
Tel: 011-24619431
www.iicdelhi.nic.in
Indira Gandhi National
Centre for the Arts
1, C. V. Mess, Janpath,
New Delhi - 110001
Tel: 011-23388374/23388362
www.ignca.nic.in

Stainless Gallery
Ms. Dipika Jindal
Property No. 1 & 2 Ishwar Nagar,
The Mira Complex, Mathura Rd.
New Delhi – 110065
Tel: 011-42603167

Khoj International
Ms. Pooja Sood
S- 17 Khirkee Extension,
New Delhi – 110017
Tel: 011-65655874/65655873
www.khojworkshop.org

Bikaner House
Pandara Rd, Pandara Flats,
India Gate, New Delhi 110011
Tel: 011 2338 3469

Lalit Kala Akademi
Rabindra Bhavan,
Ferozshah Road,
New Delhi – 110001
Tel: 011-23387241
www.lalitkala.gov.in

Crafts Museum
Pragati Maidan,
New Delhi – 110001
Tel: 011-23371370
www.nationalcraftsmuseum.nic.in

Devi Art Foundation
Sirpur House, Sec-44 Plot 39,
Gurgaon – 122002
Tel: 0124-4888111
www.deviartfoundation.org
Galerie Romain Rolland
Alliance Francaise,
72 Lodhi Estate,
New Delhi – 110003

National Museum
Janpath Street,
New Delhi – 110001
Tel: 011-23018415/23019272
www.nationalmuseumindia.gov.in
National Gallery of Modern Art
Jaipur House, India Gate, New
Delhi – 110003
Tel: 011-23384640/23382835
www.ngmaindia.gov.in
Sanskriti Foundation
C-11 Qutab Institutional Area,

New Delhi – 110016
Tel: 011-26963226/26527077
www.sanskritifoundation.org
Shridharani Gallery
Triveni Kala Sangam, 205 Tansen
Marg, Mandi House
New Delhi – 110001
Tel: 011-23718833
Travancore Art Gallery
Travancore Palace, K.G. Marg,
New Delhi – 110001
Tel: 011-23383275
Vadehra Art Gallery
Ms. Roshini Vadehra Kapoor
D-178 Okhla Phase-1
New Delhi – 110029
Tel: 011-65474005/ 65474006
www.vadehraart.com
Visual Arts Gallery
India Habitat Centre, Lodhi Road,
New Delhi-110003
Tel: 011-43662024/43662025
www.indiahabitat.org

